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Syllabus GS-3 : Indian Economy
Question The Code on Wages bill would subsume multiple existing laws and improve 

compliance and ease of business. But there remain multiple hurdles when it 
comes to power of states and labours. Discuss.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Union Cabinet approved the Code on Wages Bill.
 z It  subsumes existing laws regarding minimum wages and other workers’ 

remuneration issues.
More in the 
news

 z It  is one of the four codes that would subsume 44 labour laws with certain 
amendments.

 z Aim - to improve the ease of doing business and attract investment.
 z Will replace the following four acts

(1) Payment of Wages Act, 1936
(2) Minimum Wages Act, 1948
(3) Payment of Bonus Act, 1965
(4) Equal Remuneration Act, 1976

Background  z Labour is included in the concurrent list => both the central government and 
state governments can make laws on it.

 z Currently, there are over 40 state and central laws regulating various aspects 
of labour

 z The Second National Commission on Labour (2002)-> existing labour laws 
should be classified into broader groups for easier compliance, such as

 z (i) industrial relations,
 z (ii) wages,
 z (iii) social security,
 z (iv) safety, and
 z (v) welfare and working conditions.
 z This would also allow for uniformity in the coverage of various labour laws that 

are in force.
 z In this context, the Code on Wages, 2017 was introduced in Lok Sabha on 

August 10, 2017. 
 z The Code seeks to regulate wage and bonus payments in all employments 

where any industry, trade, business or manufacturing is carried on.
Key Highlights 
of the code

 z Minimum Wage:
(1) The central government will set minimum wages for certain employments 

including railways and mines.
(2) State governments will set minimum wages for all other employments.
(3) Minimum wages set by state governments will not be lower than the 

National Minimum Wage set by the central government.
(4) In case the existing minimum wages set by state governments are higher 

than the national minimum wage, they cannot reduce the minimum wages.

1 Code on Wages Bill
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  (5) Central government may set separate national minimum wages for 
different states or regions of the country.  

 z Revision: Minimum wages must be revised by the central or state governments 
at an interval of five years.

 z The overtime rate will be at least twice the normal rate of wages.
 z Gender Discrimination:  The Code prohibit gender discrimination in matters 

related to wages.
 z Bonus: 

(1) All employees, whose wages do not exceed a particular monthly amount 
to be notified by the central or state governments, will be entitled to a 
minimum bonus of 8.33% of their annual wage. 

(2) The bonus cannot exceed 20% of the annual wage of the employee.  This is 
similar to current provisions. 

 z Advisory boards: 
(1) The central government and state governments will constitute the Central 

Advisory Board and State Advisory Boards respectively. 
(2) Consist of: (i) employers, (ii) employees in equal number as the employers, 

and (iii) independent persons (not exceeding one third of the total members 
of the board). 

(3) They will advise the central or state governments on labour related issues.
Significance of 
the Bill

 z Uniform Standards:
(1) Ensure a uniform standard of living across the country. 
(2) At present, there are differences in minimum wages across states and 

regions.
 z Better Compliance:

(1) The removal of multiplicity of different laws->better compliance.
(2) The one code instead of many laws and the ease of compliance -> improve 

ease of doing business.
 z Prohibit Gender Discrimination: The code prohibits gender discrimination in 

wage payment.
Issues/ 
Criticism

 z Role of state:
(1) The Bill gives to the Centre greater powers to set minimum wages across 

the board.
(2) Ability of state governments to adjust minimum wage levels may be 

affected, if the central government sets a national minimum wage. 
(3) Also, the Code does not provide for consultation between the central and 

state governments while determining the national minimum wage.
 z Variations in wages:

(1) If the existing minimum wage set by a state government is higher than the 
national minimum wage, the state cannot reduce its minimum wage. 

(2) If economic conditions in the country change, such as a sustained period 
of deflation, there may arise a need for downward revision of minimum 
wages. 

(3) In this scenario, the central government may revise the national minimum 
wage to a lower rate.  However, the code prohibits states from lowering 
their minimum wages.
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 z Time period for revising minimum wages
(1) Interval for state governments to revise minimum wages will be set at five 

years. 
(2) It is unclear why the flexibility in revising minimum wages has been removed, 

and why five years has been set for this revision. 
(3) Further, no time period has been specified for the central government to 

revise the national minimum wage.
 z Provision Regarding Discrimination: While provisions of the Code prohibit 

gender discrimination in matters related to wages, it does not include the 
provisions prohibiting discrimination in matters related to recruitment.

 z Coverage:
(1) The unorganised sector comprises 92% of the total workforce in the country.
(2) A large proportion of these workers are currently not covered by the 

Minimum Wages Act, 1948. 
(3) Over 90% of the workers in the unorganised sector do not have a written 

contract =>hampers the enforcement of various labour laws.
Way Ahead  z Consultations:

(1) There should be consultations and consensus between the Centre and 
states to decide upon the minimum wage by taking into account the regional 
variations.

 z Maintaining Balance: While the code improves compliance and ease of 
business in the country, labours interest should also be taken care of.

 z Integrated Board:
(1) As per some experts, a National Employment Board should be established to 

look into employment creation hurdles and address them on a real-time 
basis.

Source The Hindu, PRS, Big Picture, Live Mint
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Syllabus  z GS-2: Parliament
Question  z Anti-defection was enacted to maintain the stability of governments and 

reduce corruption. In the context of the above statement, critically analyze the 
working of the anti-defection law.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The SC issued directions in the Karnataka rebel MLAs case which could have a 
profound effect on application of the anti-defection law.

Background/ 
How anti-
defection law 
came into 
force?

 z The 10th Schedule was inserted in the Constitution in 1985 by the 52nd amendment 
act laying down the process by which legislators may be disqualified.

 z Aim:  to prevent political defections which may be due to the reward of office 
or similar consideration.

 z A legislator is deemed to have defected if he either voluntarily gives up 
membership of his party or disobeys the directives of the party leadership 
on a vote.

 z The decision is referred to the Chairman or the Speaker of such House, and his 
decision is final.

 z It applies to both Parliament and state assemblies.
When can a 
MLA or MP be 
disqualified?

 z If the member voluntarily gives up membership of the party on whose ticket 
s/he is elected.

 z If the member votes or abstains from voting in the House contrary to any 
direction of his/her party.

 z The law does not specify a time period for the presiding officer to decide on a 
disqualification plea.

What happens 
if an MLA is 
disqualified?

 z Article 164 (1B) of the Constitution states a member who has been disqualified 
cannot be made a minister till the expiry of his or her term, or till s/he is re-
elected.

Resignation Vs 
disqualifica-
tion

 z If an MLA is disqualified, then s/he cannot be a minister in the new dispensation 
without being re-elected.

 z However, if an MLA resigns s/he can be inducted as a minister and get elected 
to either House of the legislature within six months.

SC directions  z 2 main directions:
(1) Discretion available to the Speaker:  The SC passed an interim order giving 

Speaker as much time as he required to decide on resignations.
(2) Nullifying Clause 2(b) of Schedule 10: To maintain 'constitutional balance', 

the SC passed an order nullifying the effect of Clause 2(b) of Schedule 10 of 
the Constitution and enabled the rebel MLAs to escape the consequences 
of defying party whips.

 z KihotoHollohan vs Zachillhu And Others (1992): In its order on discretion 
available to the Speaker, SC referred to its judgment in KihotoHollohan Vs 
Zachillhu And Others (1992) case. SC, in this case, had ruled that  the Speaker’s 
decision was subject to judicial review.

2         Anti-Defection Law
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Arguments in 
the favor of 
Anti-defection 
law

 z Stability and Discipline: Anti-Defection law deters the instability in the 
parliament which was observed during the decade of 1970-80s.

 z Success till date: It has regulated parliamentary behavior for over the 3 decades.
 z The loyalty of legislature: It helped in maintaining the loyalty of the legislature 

to his party and constituency/ citizens voted for him.
Arguments 
against Anti-
defection law

 z Conversion to the de-facto presidential system: as the head of the executive 
(Prime Minister) also controls the majority party in the legislature.

 z Affecting the deliberative aspect of representative democracy:hampers 
deliberative aspect of representative democracy as it led to the silencing of 
dissent of party members.

 z Violation of right of free speech of the legislators:
(1) But SC in its KihotoHollohan vs Zachilhu case said that the law seeks to 

recognize the practical needs.
(2) It held that the law does not violate any rights or freedoms, or the basic 

structure of parliamentary democracy.
 z Against the principles of  mature democracies:

(1) Anti-defection laws are generally not observed in mature democracies like 
in US and UK.

(2) There, legislatures often vote against the party program without actually 
defecting from the party.

Way Forward  z Comprehensive definition: The words ‘voluntarily giving up membership of a 
political party’ should be comprehensively defined.

 z 2nd ARC recommendation: It recommended that the issue of disqualification 
of members on grounds of defection should be decided by the President/
Governor on the advice of the Election Commission.

 z Law Commission recommendations: Its 170th Report, 1999 recommends that-
(1) Provisions which exempt splits and mergers from disqualification to be deleted.
(2) Pre-poll electoral fronts should be treated as political parties under the 

anti-defection law.
(3) Political parties should limit the issuance of whips to instances only when 

the government is in danger.
 z Constitution Review Commission (2002) recommendations:

(1) Defectors should be barred from holding public office or any remunerative 
political post for the duration of the remaining term.

(2) The vote cast by a defector to topple a government should be treated as invalid.
 z Dinesh Goswami Committee on electoral reforms (1990): It recommends that 

disqualification should be limited to cases where:
(1) A member voluntarily gives up the membership of his political party
(2) A member abstains from voting or votes contrary to the party whip in a 

motion of vote of confidence or motion of no-confidence.
Conclusion  z The evil of political defections has been a matter of national concern. If it is not 

combated, it is likely to undermine the very foundations of our democracy and 
the principles which sustain it.

 z Though it may be difficult to abolish defections entirely, its propensity can be minimized.
Sources The Hindu, Indian express, RSTV, Indiatoday, Livelaw
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3 Right to Information (Amendment) 
Bill, 2019

Syllabus  z GS-2: Polity, transparency and accountability.
Question  z The recently proposed amendments to the Right to Information Act will 

substantially reduce the effectiveness of the Act. Analyze. 
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Right to Information (Amendment) Bill, 2019 has been passed in both the 
houses.  

What does the 
RTI Act do?  
 

 z Promotion of transparency and accountability of public authorities: This 
includes disclosure of information in the form of documents, files, or electronic 
records under the control of the Public Authority. 

 z Suo-moto disclosures of information by an organization to reduce the use of 
RTI act by citizens.

Meaning 
or ambit of 
term public 
authority

 z The term ‘Public Authorities’ includes- bodies of self-government established 
under the Constitution, or under any law or government notification.  For 
instance, these include Ministries, public sector undertakings, and regulators. 

 z It also includes any entities owned, controlled or substantially financed and 
non-government organizations substantially financed directly or indirectly by 
funds provided by the government. 

General 
Criticism or 
challenges

 z Inadequate authority to Information Commissioners. 
 z Pending cases
 z Clogging of the RTI system, by frivolous queries.
 z RTI activists who have done commendable work, often risking their life and limb.

Key features 
of the act and 
amendments 
suggested by 
the bill

 z Term of Information Commissioners:
(1) Under the Act, The Chief Information Commissioner (CIC) and Information 

Commissioners (ICs) (at the central and state level) will hold office for a 
term of five years.

(2) The Bill removes this provision and states that the central government will 
notify the term of office for the CIC and the ICs.

 z Determination of salary:
(1) The Act states that the salary of the CIC and ICs (at the central level) will 

be equivalent to the salary paid to the Chief Election Commissioner and 
Election Commissioners, respectively. 

(2) The Bill seeks to amend these provisions to state that the salaries, 
allowances, and other terms and conditions of service of the central and 
state CIC and ICs will be determined by the central government.

 z Deductions in salary:
(1) At the time of the appointment of the CIC and ICs (at the central and state 

level), if they are receiving a pension or any other retirement benefits for 
previous government service, their salaries will be reduced by an amount 
equal to the pension.

(2) The Bill removes these provisions.
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Government 
stand

 z Streamlining and Institutionalisation of RTI Act.
 z Constitutional Vs statutory body : Election Commission is a constitutional body 

established by clause (1) of Article 324 of the Constitution and on the other 
hand, the Central Information Commission and State Information Commissions 
are statutory bodies.

 z Mandate and service conditions: The mandate of the Election Commission of 
India and the Central and State Information Commissions are different. Hence, 
their status and service conditions need to be rationalized accordingly.

Stand of 
Opposition 
parties, RTI 
activists to the 
bill

 z Violation of the Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy of 2014: The government 
is violating the Pre-Legislative Consultation Policy of 2014, which mandates 
public disclosure and consultation on draft legislation.

 z Central government control and loss of independence of RTI authorities: 
Amendments would fundamentally weaken the institution of the information 
commissions as it will adversely impact the ability of commissioners to function 
in an independent manner as the government will decide service conditions.

 z Threat to federalism: The Centre usurping for itself the power to decide even 
the tenure, salaries and allowances of information commissioners of the State 
Information Commissions undermines the authority of the state government.

 z Discourage orders against the Government: If the tenure and salaries of all 
information commissioners are controlled by Central government, then it may 
greatly inhibit them from passing any orders against the Government.

 z Contradiction to law commission recommendations: Law Commission called 
for harmonizing the salaries and terms and conditions of service of other 
statutory tribunals established under various central laws

Way forward  z Consultation with RTI activists and opposition: Government needs to consult 
and need to take into consideration the significant issues raised by RTI activists 
and opposition as it is the most important law to maintain transparency and 
accountability.

 z Consideration of law commission recommendation : As all the provisions 
related to the appointment was carefully examined by it.

 z Referring Bill to Parliamentary Committee : As such committees have members 
from different parties.

 z Public Discussion: the government should amend it considering public opinion 
through proper discussion on it as it is an important act in empowering citizens.

Conclusion  z The Right to Information Act was made to achieve social justice, transparency 
and to make accountable government.

 z It has been the key for strengthening participatory democracy and steering in 
people-centered governance.

 z Any dilution of its potential will be a disservice to these objectives. 
Sources The Hindu, Indian express, The Wire, PRS
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Syllabus  z GS-1 : Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues, 
urbanization, their problems and their remedies.

Question  z India has witnessed substantial increase in the number of vacant houses and 
simultaneous lack of access to affordable housing and  mushrooming of slums. 
Account for this paradox and discuss how  the proposed Model Tenancy Act 
2019 can help. 

Why in news?  z The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has drafted a ‘Model Tenancy Act’, 
2019 which envisages balancing the interest and rights of both the owner and 
tenant.

Why The need 
for Tenancy 
Law

 z As per Census 2011, nearly 1.1 crore houses lying vacant, of which Mumbai 
accounts for highest number of vacant homes.

 z Economic Survey, 2017-18 - people living in rented homes have witnessed a dip 
from 54% to 28% since 1961.

 z The existing rent control laws are restricting the growth of rental housing which 
is a major hurdle in materializing the vision of ‘Housing for All’ by 2022.

 z Tenant-friendly Rules
(1) Property owners find it challenging to evict tenants if they fall back on 

rent, misuse the property or terms of agreement are not adhered to.
(2) Because of rent control, yield from residential property remains low.

 z Unregulated Rental Market
(1) Rental market is distorted due to varied legislation from state to state which 

are unable to avoid tenant-landlord conflicts.
(2) Many regulations relate to property rental are quite confusing.
(3) States have different acts for short-term stay, lease and rentals.
(4) The role of a property manager was not recognised.

Features of 
the Model 
Tenancy Act

 z The model Act is envisaged for both Urban as well as rural areas and will be 
prospectively implemented.

 z Rent Agreement
(1) No person shall let or take on rent any premises except by an agreement in 

writing.
(2) The rent authority will issue a unique identification number to both the 

parties within seven days of such intimation.
 z Obligations of the tenant under the Act :

(1) If the rent is defaulted for two consecutive months or the property is 
misused by the tenant the owner can evict the tenant.

(2) The tenant must give one month notice before vacating the premises.
(3) Tenant can ask for a rent reduction, if the building structure has deteriorated 

and the owner does not take renovations.
 z Obligations of the landowner under the Act

(1) No mid-term hike in rent by the owner.

4 Model Tanancy Act
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(1) Cannot withhold essential supplies or services like electricity, water, etc.
(2) The owner must give tenants written or electronic notice of at least one 

day in advance to enter the premises.
 z Dispute Resolution

(1) Establishment of Rent Authority, Rent Court and Rent Tribunal for speedy 
dispute redressal.

(2) Rent Authority to be head by an officer of the rank of Deputy Collector and 
above appointed by the District Collector.

(3) Appeals from the orders of the Rent Authority can be preferred to the Rent 
Court within 30 days.

(4) The Rent Tribunal shall be headed by a Principal Appellate Member and 
comprise of two other Members appointed by the State Government in 
consultation with the High Court.

(5) The Rent Court can allow repossession of the property by the landlord if the 
tenant misuses the premises.

(6) Misuse of the premises has also been defined under the Act.
 z Money Matters

(1) It is for the market forces to determine the rent.
(2) Security deposit has been caped which is equal to maximum of two month’s 

rent in case of residential properties and minimum of one month’s rent in 
case of non-residential property.

(3) A three-month notice is to be given for hiking rent.
Significance of 
the Model Act

 z Market-oriented approach will decide the rents.        
 z Bridge the trust deficit between tenants and landlords.
 z Nudge private participation in rental housing for addressing the huge housing 

shortage across the country.
 z Creation of adequate and quality rental accommodation for different income 

groups such as formal and informal sector workers, professionals, students.
 z Formalization of rental housing market.
 z Promote entrepreneurial opportunities and innovative mechanism of sharing 

of space.
Challenges in 
Implementa-
tion

 z State subject: The Act remains non-binding on the states as land and urban 
development remains state subjects.

 z Like in the case with RERA, the fear is that states may choose not to follow 
guidelines, diluting the essence of the Model Act.

 z Not applicable to existing agreement: will not affect the existing tenancies.
 z Opposition by landlords: in metropolitan cities two-month deposit is unlikely 

to cover any damage to the property or a default in rent payment by the 
tenant.

Source PIB, Indian Express, Live Law, Business Standard
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Syllabus GS-2: Polity Indian Constitution historical underpinnings
GS 1: Social Justice Protection of vulnerable sections

Question The demands for reservations from dominant castes are gaining ground in India. 
Discuss the factors responsible for these demands?

Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Bombay High Court upheld the validity of reservation granted to the 
Maratha community by the state government.

 z It comes under the socially and educationally backward class category (SEBC) 
in government jobs and educational institutions.

 z However, the Court has held that 16% reservation is not justifiable and ruled 
that reservation should not exceed 12% in employment and 13% in education.

More in the 
news

 z The total reservation in Maharashtra effectively increased from to 52% to 65%, 
way past the 50% ceiling set by the Supreme Court.

 z The Court held that 50% ceiling for reservation can be exceeded under 
"exceptional and extraordinary circumstances".

 z It observed that the Maratha reservation was based on justifiable data 
submitted by the Backward Commission.

Data given by 
Maharashtra 
Backward 
Class 
Commission

 z Marathas are socially, educationally and economically backward and eligible to 
be included as a Backward Class.

 z In social backwardness, 76.86% of Maratha families are engaged in agriculture 
and agricultural labour, around 70% live in kachcha dwellings.

 z In educational backwardness, it found that 13.42% of Marathas are illiterate, 
35.31% primary educated, 43.79% HSC and SSC.

 z In economic backwardness, the Commission found that 93% Maratha families 
have an annual income of Rs 1 lakh and 37.38% families are Below Poverty Line

Introduction  z Temporary provision:
(1) The reservation policy was initiated as a temporary provision (for 10 years) 

for Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) in our Constitution in 
1950.

(2) Later it has expanded its coverage and contents multifold over the past six 
to seven decades. It has now become an almost a permanent feature of the 
national policies.

 z Second Backward Class Commission was established on January 1, 1979, which 
resulted into Mandal Commission report with recommending 27% reservation 
for Other Backward Classes.

 z Extension of Reservation to OBCs: On August 7, 1990, then PM V P Singh 
announced in Parliament that his government had accepted the Mandal 
Commission report.

 z With the implementation of the report, OBC or Other Backward Classes made 
its way into the lexicon of India’s social justice movement.

5 Maratha Reservation



 18   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs July - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

Causes for 
rising demand 
for reservation

 z Unemployment and Competition: The large-scale unemployment and the 
rising competition among the general category seem to be the leading cause of 
dissatisfaction among the youth.

 z Attraction of government jobs:
(1) Due to saturation in manufacturing and services sector and uncertainty of 

job, youth is moving towards the government jobs which provides better 
security.

(2) Also, wage increases associated with the Seventh Pay Commission have 
made government jobs highly attractive. 

 z Farm distress:
(1) The rising farm distress specially in the Maharashtra is making the farming 

less attractive to the newer generation among others.
(2) Many groups historically tied to the land are now seeking favourable 

treatment while seeking entry into non-farm work.
 z Change in the economic conditions:

(1) With globalization and LPG reforms, there is atmosphere of uncertainty for 
some of these upper castes which were engaged in trade or manufacturing 
process which became obsolete.

(2) Some of the agriculture produce become unviable due to changing market 
conditions and new liberalised economic policies.

Separate 
Backward 
Class

 z Since 346 castes are already in the OBC list the court held that adding Marathas 
with 30% population will not be appropriate as it will adversely affect the 
interests of existing OBCs.

 z Relying on Indira Sawhney where the Supreme Court had permitted classification 
between ‘backward’ and ‘most backward’, the High Court approved the creation 
of a new class for Marathas.

The Other side  z Politically Dominant:
(1) Maratha community is an influential and politically dominant caste which 

has not faced any systematic social discrimination or exclusion.
(2) Most of the State’s Chief Ministers have been Marathas (10 out of 18 so far). 

For four decades till 2004, 55% of the total MLAs were Maratha.
 z Economical Control:

(1) Besides large land holdings, the Maratha families headed 85 of the state's 
105 sugar factories and 23 district cooperative banks.

(2) While the Mandal Commission identified Marathas to be a ‘forward’ 
community, two State Backward Class Commissions, namely the Khatri 
Commission (1995) and Bapat Commission (2008), recommended not to 
include them within the OBC category. 

 z Relative position- As per a recent study in most of the crucial socio-economic 
indicators, the Marathas are second only to Brahmins in the State and are 
significantly better off than all other social groups.

 z Government jobs - Access of Marathas to government jobs is already similar to 
that of Brahmins and higher than that for other forward castes and OBCs and 
not different from that for SC-STs.

 z The judgment will open the floodgates for reservation in favour of dominant 
castes in other states.
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 z The findings of the Gaikwad commission have been criticized as being on class 
lines rather than on caste lines. Further its sample size and exclusion of Mumbai 
were considered as key limitations. 

 z Distinct class of socially and educationally backward class with just one caste 
(Marathas) included under it is contrary to SC judgments in case of earlier Jat 
and Gujjar cases. 

 z By increasing the quotas, the communities who have been traditionally 
disadvantaged would lose out on their entitlements. 

Way Ahead  z Giving reservation is a short-term measure and would not serve the purpose in 
the long run.

 z Focus on Employment Generation: The first and foremost step should be more 
job creation with the help of private sector.

 z Focus on Deprived: While caste will continue to be the mainstay of reservation 
policies, the benefits should flow to the vast majority of underprivileged 
children from within the lower castes.

Source The Hindu, IE, India Times, Big Picture.

 

Syllabus GS-3 : Indian Economy
Question Recently New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) Bill 2018 was 

introduced in Lok Sabha. Discuss the important features of the bill and its 
importance from the Ease of Doing business perspective.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) Bill 2018 was introduced 
in Lok Sabha.

 z A new institution- New Delhi International Arbitration Centre (NDIAC) is 
proposed to be set up for better management of arbitration.

More in the 
news

 z The bill to set up an independent and autonomous regime for institutionalized 
domestic and international arbitration.

 z It is to acquire and transfer undertakings of the International Centre For 
Alternative Dispute Resolution to the New Delhi International Arbitration Centre.

 z The Bill declares NDIAC as an institution of national importance.
Background  z There are few arbitral institutions operating in India -Indian Council of 

Arbitration (ICA), International Centre for Alternative Dispute Resolution ( 
ICADR).

 z However, foreign investors have long preferred referring their disputes to 
arbitration centers located in Singapore, Hong Kong or London.

 z Unwarranted judicial intervention and under-developed dispute resolution 
infrastructure and procedures in India have dented investors’ confidence.

 z It also discourages investors from adopting recourse to contract enforcement 
measures.

6 New Delhi International 
Arbitration Centre Bill
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 z The Bill seeks to develop and expedite the dispute resolution process.
Objectives: (1) Making India an investor-friendly nation.

(2) To   bring   targeted   reforms   to   develop   itself   as   a   flagship institution for 
conducting international and domestic arbitration

(3) Promoting research, training and organizing conferences and seminars in ADR 
matters.

(4) Providing facilities and administrative assistance for the conduct of arbitration, 
mediation and conciliation proceedings.

About the Bill  z Salient Features:
(1) Speedy appointment of arbitrators through designated arbitral tribunals, 

set up by the Supreme Court and high courts, without having to reach court 
in any matter.

(2) Provide facilities and administrative assistance for conciliation mediation 
and arbitral proceedings.

(3) Promote studies in the field of alternative dispute resolution and related 
matters, and to promote reforms in the system of settlement of disputes.

(4) International Centre for Alternative Dispute Resolution (ICADR): 
(a) All the rights, title, and interest in the ICADR will be transferred to the 

NDIAC.  
(b) The ICADR is a registered society to promote the resolution of disputes 

through alternative dispute resolution methods (such as arbitration and 
mediation).

Key functions 
& composition 
of the NDIAC  :

(1) Facilitating the conduct of arbitration and conciliation in a professional, timely 
and cost-effective manner.

(2) Promoting studies in the field of alternative dispute resolution.
Composition  z The NDIAC will consist of seven members including:

(1) A Chairperson who has been a Judge of the Supreme Court or a High Court, 
or an eminent person with special knowledge and experience in the conduct 
or administration of the arbitration.

(2) Two eminent persons having substantial knowledge and experience in 
institutional arbitration.

(3) Three ex-officio members, including a nominee from the Ministry of Finance 
and a Chief Executive Officer (responsible for the day-to-day administration 
of the NDIAC).

(4) A representative from a recognized body of commerce and industry, 
appointed as a part-time member, on a rotational basis.

Significance of 
the Bill

 z Foundation to institutional arbitration:
(1) The Bill, establishing NDIAC with an organised governance structure, will 

replace the outdated ICADR.
(2) There were procedural deficiencies in the functioning of the ICADR. 
(3) The large governing council and the archaic rules made the institute 

unattractive to the potential contracting parties.
(4) NDIAC overcome these issues and lay a strong foundation in the institutional 

arbitration setup of India. 
 z Doing Business Perception:

(1) It is hoped that NDIAC will change the perception of doing business in our 
country and will expedite the dispute settlement mechanism.
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 z Attract investors: 
(1) This is necessary to inspire confidence and credibility among the litigants of 

commercial disputes.
 z Relieve Burden on Judiciary: 

(1) The huge pendency of cases in courts further underlines the need for 
strengthening the Alternative Dispute Resolution mechanism.

 z Global Arbitration Hub: The Bill is a crucial step to build India into a global 
arbitration hub.

Criticism/
Ambiguities

 z Independence Issue:
(1) The Central Government is the appointing authority of the members of the 

NDIAC and its accounts are proposed to be audited by the CAG.
(2) The Central Government would also have the power to remove members 

from office.
(3) The proactive role played by the Central Government may discourage 

contracting parties from referring disputes to NDIAC.
(4) There would be fear that the independence and credibility of the arbitral 

institution will be compromised, especially in cases where the opposite 
party is a public sector undertaking.

 z Procedural Framework:
(1) The Bill only addresses the administrative issues in relation to NDIAC.
(2) It remains to be seen how the procedural framework concerning the 

settlement of disputes is laid.
(3) It is not clear whether provisions such as emergency arbitrators, immunity 

to arbitrators and confidentiality of information are mandatory.
Way Ahead  z In order to present NDIAC as a preferred arbitration institute, it must be:

(1) Competitively priced.
(2) Have state of the art facilities and must have precise timelines for the 

completion of arbitration proceedings.
 z Provisions such as emergency arbitrators, immunity to arbitrators and 

confidentiality must be incorporated in the NDIAC procedural framework.
 z Clear the ambiguity:

(1) The Parliament must clear the ambiguities associated with the Bill.
(2) Particularly, an investor-friendly procedural framework must be adopted.

 z Transparent Appointments:
(1) A transparent process for appointment and removal of the members must 

be incorporated.
(2) Separately, the Central Government involvement/ interference in the 

functioning and funding of NDIAC must be phased out to gain investors’ 
confidence.

Source Indian Express, TH, PRS.
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Syllabus  z GS-2: Interstate relations
Question  z Discuss the effectiveness of the Constitutional and Legal Provisions regarding 

interstate river water disputes. Suggest improvements for effective resolution 
of disputes.

Why is it in 
news?

 z The Union Cabinet has approved the InterState River Water Disputes 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019 that will help adjudicate disputes relating to waters of 
interState rivers and river valleys.

Constitutional 
and Legal 
Provisions

 z Provisions related to water-
(1) Entry 17 of state subject: Water is a State subject as per entry 17 of State 

List.
(2) Entry 56 of Union List: It gives power to the Union Government for the 

regulation and development of interstate rivers and river valleys.
 z Constitutional provision related to water disputes: 2 legislations are available 

to deal with water related disputes:
(1) River Boards Act: It meant to create a body to advice government on river 

basins, particularly when projects are set up.
(2) Interstate River Water Disputes Act, 1956: It meant to address issues of 

interstate water disputes under the Article 262.
 z Article 262: It keeps InterState water dispute out of the jurisdiction of judiciary, 

and asks the Parliament to enact the law for the same.
Drawbacks 
of present 
Interstate 
Water Dispute 
Act, 1956

 z No strict timelines for adjudication: Interstate Water Dispute Act, 1956 didn’t 
provide any time limit for resolving river water disputes.

 z Ad hoc enforcement mechanism: There is no method by which any award 
passed by the tribunal can be enforced and made binding on the parties.

 z Time consuming process: Because of absence provisions like strict timeline for 
adjudication, no time limit for publishing the report of the Tribunal and no cap 
on upper age limit for the Chairman and members, it resulted into delay in 
getting final award on dispute.

 z Lack of coordination:
 z It provided for the regulation of surface water by Central Water Commission 

and of ground water by Central Ground Water Board
 z Both institutions have no common forum for discussing the issues arising from 

dispute which further resulting in delay and inefficiency of these institutions.
 z SC involvement: Even if tribunal verdict is said to be final, some matters 

appeared before SC citing violation of FRs under Article 31 and Article 32.
 z Separate Tribunals: Until now, on request of state or UT, centre constitutes a 

Water Disputes Tribunal for the adjudication of the water dispute which leads 
to dozens of tribunals.

Amendments/ 
Provisions

 z Amendment Bill provides establishment of Permanent tribunal which will 
create separate benches of each dispute according to needs.

7 InterState River Water Disputes 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs July - 2019  (Study Material)   23

The Unique Academy

proposed by 
the bill

 z Time limit to Tribunal: Tribunal has to give its decision on dispute within a period 
of 2 years which is extendable by maximum of 1 year. Central Government can 
give extension up to a maximum of 6 months.

 z Maintenance of comprehensive data: It empowers Central government to 
appoint or authorise agency to maintain a data bank and information system at 
the national level for each river basin.

 z Decision of Tribunal: Unlike 1956 act where tribunal need to publish its decision 
in official gazette, 2019 amendment proposed that the decision of the bench 
of the tribunal will be final and binding on the parties involved in the dispute 
without any need to publish its decision in official gazette.

 z Dispute Resolution Committee:
(1) The Bill also proposes a Dispute Resolution Committee set up by the Central 

Government for amicably resolving interState water disputes within 18 months.
(2) Any dispute that cannot be settled by negotiations would be referred to the 

tribunal for its adjudication.
(3) The dispute so referred to the tribunal shall be assigned by the chairperson 

of the tribunal to a Bench of the tribunal for adjudication.
 z Composition of the Tribunal:

(1) It will consist of Chairperson, Vice- Chairperson, and not more than 
six nominated members (judges of Supreme Court or of a High Court), 
nominated by Chief Justice of India (CJI).

(2)  Central government is also empowered to appoint two experts serving in 
Central Water Engineering Service.

(3) Currently all tribunals are staffed by members of the judiciary, nominated 
by the Chief Justice.

Criticism  z Centre control/ power concentration:  May lead to taking away the rights of 
States  and bring all the rivers under the control of the Union government.

 z No clarity on benches (permanent Vs temporary)- It is not clear in what way 
these temporary benches would be different from the present tribunals.

 z Nearly impossible time limit- Taking into consideration the number of ongoing 
inter-State disputes and future disputes, it may be difficult for a single institution 
to give its verdict within proposed time limit.

 z Enforcement of judgements: The finality and enforcement of a tribunal’s award 
may remain elusive as its interlocutory orders as well as final award are likely to 
be challenged in the Supreme Court.

 z Lack of comprehensive data-
(1) There is a severe lack of comprehensive data regarding hydrology, 

meteorology, ecology and economy.
(2) Without comprehensive data, it will be difficult for a state-level tribunal or 

a central body to solve any issue.
 z Compliance of award- The new tribunal does not address the problem of non-

compliance by state governments like in the recent Beas-Satluj Tribunal award.
Way forward  z Speedy process of implementation and resolution: It is required once the 

matter is referred to the Tribunal.
 z Consideration of other complex factors: Proposed amendment takes care of only 

1 factor of water related disputes i.e. institutional factor but other complex factor 
like national integration, farming policy, state cooperation, etc. need to be focused.
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 z Enforcement and finality of judgements: There is need to define the methods 
and provisions regarding Enforcement and finality of judgements of the tribunal.

 z Comprehensive data collection: There is need to collect seasonal comprehensive 
data regarding hydrology, meteorology, ecology and economy. It should involve 
experts in these respective fields.

Sources The Hindu, The Indian express, Livemint, RSTV

 

Syllabus  z GS-2: Government Schemes and policies
Question  z How will the new initiative of One Nation One Ration Card address the 

problems faced by migrants. Bring out the challenges that might be faced in its 
implementation.

Why in news?  z As a part of 100-days agenda for the second tenure of government Union 
Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution asserted that the 
Government is going to implement "One nation-one ration card" scheme in the 
whole country by 30th June 2020

More In the 
News
 

 z All the States have been given one more year to use point of sale (PoS) machines 
in the ration shops and implement the scheme.

 z Rice Fortification
(1) It was also announced to distribute fortified rice under the Public Distribution 

System (PDS) on a pilot basis in one district each in 15 states from October-
November.

(2) Rice grown in the 2019 Kharif season will be fortified with iron, folic acid, 
vitamin A and B12 at the milling stage.

Introduction  z What is One Nation One Ration Card
(1) It is a mechanism wherein the beneficiary of ration cards can pick up their 

grain from any public distribution system of their choice from anywhere in 
the country.

(2) This portability in PDS can be ensured when the data of all ration cards will 
be connected to one server i.e. creation of centralized data repository.

 z Integrated Management of PDS is a mechanism under which beneficiaries 
can avail food grain from any district, is operational in several states such as 
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Kerala, Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan, Telangana, and Tripura.

 z It is a real-time online database of ration cards which is updated each time a 
beneficiary avails herself of rations.

Why is there a 
need for “One 
Nation One 
Ration Card”

(1) Despite storage of 612 lakh ton of food grains in warehouses of FCI, CWC, SWCs 
and private godowns which are distributed among 81 crore beneficiaries annually, 
the erstwhile Planning Commission reported in 2008 that only 42% of eligible 
beneficiaries are availing the benefit of subsidized food under the PDS mechanism. 

8 One Nation One Ration Card
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(2) Shanta Kumar committee had also suggested for reforms in PDS subsequent 
to which Aadhaar seeding to ration cards was done. Because of this exercise as 
many as 2.5 crores, fake ration cards were identified.

(3) India witnesses huge internal migration mostly undertaken by poor laborers. 
These people who are in need and who are also entitled are denied the benefits 
as they are away from their hometown.

Benefits of 
One Nation 
One Ration 
Card

 z Full Food Security:
(1) This means poor migrant workers will be able to buy subsidized rice and 

wheat from any ration shop in the country.
(2) This scheme will ensure that no poor person is deprived of subsidized 

grains.
 z Eliminating fake ration card - by a central online database of all ration cards, 

there will be an end to the practice of people holding more than one ration 
card to draw rations from multiple shop or state.

 z Reduced dependency of shops - This will bring down corruption in public 
distribution by reducing beneficiaries dependence on particular shops in 
particular areas.

 z Freedom to the beneficiaries – The will not be tied to a particular PDS shop.
Challenges  z Need for 100% POS availability: Out of a total of 5.42 lakh PDS outlets, only 

around 75% of these outlets have it.  
 z Issue of Migrant Labourers

(1) Food grains are assigned to the state by the center based on the number 
of ration card holders. This kind of system will face challenges considering 
interstate migration.

(2) Names of all the members of a family are mentioned on a single ration card 
in India and the linking of Aadhaar is done only for a member or two. The 
issue arises if a member of the family is to migrate whose Aadhaar is not 
linked.

 z Lack of Clarity –
(1) It is unclear whether under the new system new ration cards will now be 

issued by the Centre instead of state governments, who have traditionally 
issued ration cards.

(2) Confusion prevails over whether it is mandatory to link ration cards to 
Aadhaar cards.

 z The opposition party claims that the government has de-registered lakhs of 
ration cards for not linking to Aadhaar. 

Way Forward
 

 z A detailed study of the migratory pattern is to be conducted at the all India 
level. This move will help in the identification of food grain surplus and deficit 
states and the necessary adjustments can be undertaken.

 z The migrants themselves should be given an opportunity to let the authorities 
know about their change in residence and request for delivery of the food 
items to their new destination.

Source PIB, PTI, The Hindu, Scroll in, The Wire, RSTV
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Syllabus  z GS-3 : Environment Conservation.
Question  z Despite being a top priority in successive government’s agenda, river Ganga is 

one of the ten most polluted rivers in the world. Analyse the reasons for such 
poor condition of the river and how the Namami Gange seeks to address these 
challenges.    

Background  z Ever since First phase of Ganga Action Plan (GAP) in 1986 cleaning Ganga, has 
been on successive government’s agenda.

 z The second phase began in 1993,Ganga Action Plan (GAP).
 z In 2009, the National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) was established 

with a goal to completely stop discharge of sewage into the Ganga.
Why is Ganga 
so Polluted?

 z Mismanagement of river water resources:
(1) Over 80% of the river waters is extracted for irrigation, leaving long 

stretches of the river dry which compounds pollution levels.
(2) Over-extraction of surface and groundwater leading to lowering of 

groundwater table and restricting river ability to cleanse and recharge itself.
 z Diversion of water for hydroelectric power: 

(1) 70 plus hydropower projects have been planned on Ganga and its tributaries.
(2) Hydro-projects are channeling vast stretches of the Ganga into side canals 

or underground tunnels.
 z Sewage Waste Management each day, 2.9 billion liters of waste water from 

sewage, domestic and industrial sources are dumped directly into Ganga, of 
which over 80% is sewage discharge of 50 cities located along the river.

 z Industrial Waste Management
(1) 764 industries in the main stream of the Ganga, including Kali and 

Ramganga, consume 1123 MLD water and discharge 500MLD waste water.
 z Agricultural Management

(1) Non-organic farm practices cause leaching of harmful toxic chemical into 
the river water.

(2) These chemicals such as DDT and HCH can be the lead reason behind 
causing cancer.

About 
Namami 
Gange

 z It is an Integrated Conservation Mission, approved as ‘Flagship Programme’ 
by the Union Government in June 2014 with budget outlay of Rs.20,000 Crore.

 z Twin objectives:
(1) Abatement of pollution.
(2) conservation and rejuvenation of National River Ganga.

 z Implementing organization: National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) and its 
state counterparts.

 z Goal: turn the river nirmal (clean) and aviral (uninterrupted flow).
 z Implementations: It has been divided into three types of activities

9 Namami Gange
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(1) Entry-level activities (for immediate visible impact) -
(a) River surface cleaning
(b) Rural sanitation
(c) Renovation of crematoria

(2) 2) Medium term activities (to be implemented within 5 years of time frame) 
Focus on arresting the municipal and industrial pollution entering into the 
river

(3) Long-term activities (to be implemented within 10 years).
(a) Providing adequate flow to the river
(b) Increased water-use efficiency
(c) improved efficiency of surface irrigation

Challenges  z CAG 2017 Report: More than eight years since the formation of the National 
Ganga River Basin Authority, yet NMCG is to come up with a river basin 
management plan.

 z Government- commissioned assessment: has found 66 towns and cities along 
the river still have nullahs or drains flowing directly into the Ganga.

 z Sewage treatment Plants (STP):
(1) They are unable to get the total amount of influents, due to lack of sewerage 

network in the city.
(2) Problem with sewage generation estimation: is that it is assumed that 80 

% of the water supplied is returned as waste water.
(3) Data compiled by CPCB shows discharge of waste water into Ganga is much 

higher than the estimated amount.
 z Industrial Waste: Industries are disposing their waste in drains which carries 

both domestic as well as industrial waste.
 z Restoring the flow:

(1) Deforestation and subsequent construction activities in Himalayan region 
are resulting in debris silting the river, affecting the river water carrying 
capacity.

(2) Dams, irrigation canals and groundwater extraction are other factors 
affecting the flow of the Ganga.

 z Sludge control
(1) Faecal sludge is a bigger pollutant than sewerage.
(2) 180 MLD of sludge would be generated in five Ganga basin states when 

they become ODF. This means if faecal sludge management is not in place, 
it would invariably pollute the Ganga.

 z Governance glitches
(1) No details are available as to how the MOU signed between water resources 

ministry and 10 other ministries is performing.
(2) The Empowered Task Force led by Union Minister of Water Resources which 

was supposed to meet once every three months has met only thrice till now.
Way Forward •	 As suggested by Ganga Rejuvenation Basin Management Programme 

(GRBMP) Report, instead of focusing on the few projects on Ganga, the whole 
river basin must come under the ambit of the programme. 

•	 Establishment of an autonomous and independent body for rejuvenation 
of Ganga consisting of experts who are well-versed with the river and not 
bureaucrats.
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 z Bottom Up approach: Spreading awareness to get people to not only stop 

pollution, but to also become an active participant in the solution.
 z Water conservation and water resource management, both at centralized and 

decentralized levels within the Ganga River Basin.
 z Implementing a detailed legislation that prevents any source of pollution or 

threats to the health of the national river. 
Source Livemint, The Hindu , Indian Express, RSTV, The Wire

 

Syllabus GS-3: Indian Economy
Question Recently the government celebrated 2 years of GST regime. Discuss various hits 

and misses of two years of GST system and its implementation.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The goods and services tax (GST) has completed two years of operation.

About GST  z Goods and Service Tax (GST) is an indirect tax levied on the supply of goods and 
services. 

 z GST replaced multi-layered, complex indirect tax structure with a simple, 
transparent and technology-driven tax regime. 

 z The purpose was intended to make the process simpler and cost effective by 
making production more efficient.

 z Current Status:
(1) GST is currently levied on every product except petroleum, alcohol, tobacco 

and stamp duty on real estate in four slabs of 5, 12, 18 and 28 percent.
(2) Most of the daily use articles have zero GST as per the latest revision of the 

tax rates last year.
Significance of 
GST/ Hits of 
two years

 z Reduced Cascading effect:
(1) Levying of tax on the tax paid at the previous stage has been substantially reduced 

by providing the credit of the tax paid on the inputs at each previous stage.
(2) Thus, the ultimate incidence of tax has also been reduced. 

 z Better Compliance:
(1) Tax compliance has been easier for traders => the revenue base has 

expanded for the government.
(2) Use of technology through GSTN, the IT  Infrastructure, has contributed by 

eliminating the human interface in online compliance of the tax. 
 z Formalization: GST regime has helped in an increase in the taxpayer base for 

the government and a move towards greater formalization of the economy.
 z Tax Base Increase:

(1) The taxpayer base increased by as much as 84% over the past two years.
(2) It implies that tax evasion has been reduced and the government is now 

receiving greater revenue from indirect taxes than ever before.

10  Two Years of GST
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 z Ease of Doing Business: By eliminating cascading of taxes and reducing 
transaction costs => enhance ease of doing business + impetus to 'Make in 
India' campaign. 

 z Increase in Government's Revenue:
(1) The government's revenue collection has gone up.
(2) Also, around 20 states are independently showing more than 14%increase 

in their revenues. Compensation fund in their case is not necessary.
Problems/
Issues

 z Multiple tax rates:
(1) One of the major drawbacks of the GST has been a multitude of tax rates, 

which negate the basic idea of having less cumbersome taxation.
(2) The IMF had last year advised the government to simplify GST to smoothen 

the processes of business and finance.
 z Lower revenues than expected:

(1) In 2018-19 Budget, the GST collection was estimated at Rs 7.4 lakh crore 
which was revised later in 2019-20 interim budget to Rs 6.4 lakh crore.

(2) But the actual GST collection for 2018-19 was around Rs 5.8 lakh crore, a 
significant shortfall of over 20% compared to budget projection.

 z Frequent rule modifications:
(1) One of the major downsides has been the frequent changes and notifications 

that keep coming at regular intervals.
(2) It has a significant bearing on the workings and long term strategic decisions 

undertaken by businesses.
(3) It also impacts the viability of some projects.

 z Return Filing Complexity:
(1) Complicated filing of returns was another problem that the taxpayers faced.
(2) Recently the GST Council has decided to have further simplified Return Forms 

named ‘Sahaj’ meant for Business-to-Consumer supplies and ‘Sugam’ meant for 
both Business-to-Consumer and Business-to-Business supplies.

Way Ahead  z Rationalization of tax rates:
(1) There needs to be the greater rationalization of tax rates which are currently 

divided into five brackets.
(2) Former FM mentioned that the Government must merge 12% Rate and 

18% into a single 15% rate.
 z Reduce complexity: The government, as well as the GSTN, needs to establish a 

system that is glitch-free and causes minimum inconvenience to taxpayers on 
account of technical problems.

 z Widening the Base: India Inc. suggests to bring in electricity, oil & gas, real estate, 
and alcohol under its ambit and converging the rate structure into 2-3 slabs.

Conclusion  z India implemented GST successfully, notwithstanding the initial technology 
glitches and policy glitches.  

 z The Centre and all the states showed the maturity of our democracy by coming 
together in the spirit of cooperative federalism.

 z The time has come to expedite completion of the important pending work on 
GST reforms

Source Indian Express, TH, LiveMint, FE, ET.
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Syllabus GS-3 : mandate of different security forces. 
Question •	 Examine how the recent amendments to NIA Act can give more teeth to 

National Investigation Agency.
Why in news? •	 The National Investigation Agency (Amendment) Bill, 2019 was passed by Lok 

Sabha.
•	 The Bill amends the National Investigation Agency (NIA) Act, 2008. 

Background •	 It was set up in the wake of 2009 Mumbai terror attack to investigate and 
prosecute offences affecting the sovereignty, security and integrity of India.

•	 The NIA Act 2008
1) The Act governs the functioning of India’s premier counter- terror agency.
2) The Act makes functioning of NIA similar to that of FBI in United States of 

America and also more powerful than CBI.
•	 Difference Between NIA and CBI

CBI NIA

State Govt’s approval is required to 
investigate a case involving central 
govt employee in the state.

It can Suo moto initiate a case 
relating to terrorist activity across the 
country.

State Govt or the courts have to 
call for investigation of a crime 
committed in a state.

It can enter a state, conduct its 
investigation, even arrest an 
individual without states Govts 
mode.

Changes 
envisaged 
in the NIA 
(Amendment) 
Bill.

Provisions of the Act Changes envisaged in the 
Amendments

Investigation and Prosecution of 
Offences Under
(1) Atomic Energy Act, 1962,
(2) Unlawful Activities Prevention 

Act, 1967.

Investigation and Prosecution of 
Offences Under

(1) human trafficking
(2) offences related to counterfeit 

currency or bank notes
(3) manufacture or sale of 

prohibited arms
(4) cyber-terrorism
(5) offences under the Explosive 

Substances Act, 1908.
Jurisdiction of the NIA: The officers 
of the NIA have similar powers as 
other police officers to investigate 
offences, across India. 

Jurisdiction of the NIA
(1) NIA will have power to investigate 

scheduled offences committed 
even outside India i.e. to register 

11 National Investigation Agency
(Amendment) Bill, 2019



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs July - 2019  (Study Material)   31

The Unique Academy

   cases when Indians living aboard 
or India’s assets based in foreign 
country come under terrorist 
attack.

(2) Central government may direct the 
NIA to investigate such cases, as if 
the offence has been committed 
in India.

(3) The Special Court in New Delhi will 
have jurisdiction over these cases.  

Special Courts: Central government 
to constitute Special Courts to 
conduct trials.

Special Courts
(1) Not only the Central but also 

the state government may now 
designate Sessions Courts as 
Special Courts to conduct trials.

(2) Consultation with Chief Justice of 
the High Court before designating 
sessions court as special court

Why the 
Need for the 
Amendments

 z To make NIA at par with agencies of other major countries: For instance David 
Coleman Headley was prosecuted in 26/11 attacks because US had power to 
register a case even in foreign country. 

 z Limitation of IPC: IPC does have provisions of extra-territorial jurisdiction, but 
is limited to Indians committing crime abroad.

 z Setting up of special courts is a time consuming process as concurrence of the 
High court and nomination of the judge is to be undertaken.

Criticism  z “Piecemeal” legislation,not based on logic: Extra Territorial Jurisdiction makes little 
sense as NIA will not have jurisdiction over crimes committed in other countries.

 z India’s lack of diplomatic clout will be a hurdle in carry out these investigations 
in other countries.

 z Lead to a police state ignoring fundamental rights of an individual in the name 
of tackling and fighting terror.

 z Misuse: agency could be used by the Govt for political vendetta.
 z Lack of review mechanisms: in case of alleged misuse. 
 z Increased Burden on Judiciary: Designation of session’s courts as Special 

Courts will invariably increase their burden.
 z Vagueness as to what accounts to hurting India’s interest: it is very subjective 

and anyone could be booked under these provisions.
 z Dilution of focus on terrorism: expansion of the ambit of offences that can be 

investigated by NIA will dilute its stature of being a premier investigating agency.
Way Forward
 

 z The Govts decision to broaden the investigating powers of the agency should 
be counter-enacted with a set of check and balance provisions to avoid its 
power to be misused. 

Source PIB, PRS, Indian Express, Live mint
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Syllabus  z GS-3: Economy, Science and technology
Question  z Define what is Cryptocurrency? It has a promising market and technological 

potential. Critically analyze.
Why is it in
the news?

 z The committee headed by finance secretary Subhash Chandra Garg has 
proposed a draft bill “Banning of Cryptocurrency & Regulation of Official Digital 
Currency Bill, 2019".

What is 
Cryptocurre-
ncy?

 z Digital currency: Cryptocurrency is a type of digital currency that uses 
cryptography for security and anti-counterfeiting measures.

 z Deregulated currency: unlike fiat currencies like INR, USD, etc. cryptocurrencies 
are not regulated or controlled by any bank, government or centralized financial 
authorities.

 z Blockchain technology:
(1) It is created and stored electronically through blockchain technology which 

is a distributed public ledger.
(2) Cryptocurrencies are transferred from “peer to peer" without the 

intervention of financial institutions.
(3) It keeps a record of all transactions updated and held by currency holders.

 z No physical existence: Thus, it cannot be redeemed or stored physically in 
another commodity like gold.

 z Examples of cryptocurrencies: Bitcoin, Ripple, Ethereum, Litecoin, Dogecoin, 
PPcoin, Libra, etc.

Advantages  
/ Why 
Cryptocurren-
cy has become 
popular?

 z Protection of personal details, identity: User of Cryptocurrency has only 
anonymous ID and password to his account which hides all his personal details. 

 z Open to all: Unlike bank accounts, cryptocurrency account doesn’t need any 
document proofs of income, address or identification => anybody can get 
access to it.

 z Alternative to Banking Systems and Fiat Currencies: The group of anarchists 
or people who didn’t believe in government regulation on banking system 
especially after 2008 financial crisis, are trying to get rid of these regulations by 
creating, promoting these cryptocurrencies platform.

 z Cost-effectiveness: It has one single valuation all across the globe and has very 
less transaction fee as compared to the regular route of bank transactions.

 z Hassle-free, fast transaction: In comparison to bank transactions where it has 
various 3rd party clearing houses or gateways, cryptocurrency transactions are fast.

 z No control of one individuals or an institution: Most of the Cryptocurrency 
platforms are works on open source methodology i.e. its software source code 
is available publicly for review, further development, enhancement.

Challenges/ 
Arguments -

 z Illicit use: The anonymous nature of cryptocurrency transactions =>  well-
suited for funding terrorism, corruption, money laundering, tax evasion, etc.

12  Regulation of Cryptocurrencies 
in India
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In the support 
of a ban on 
Cryptocurren-
cy

 z Infringement of several laws: The use of cryptocurrency being in contravention 
of several laws such as FEMA and Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002.

 z Cyber attacks: Ransomware attacks have occurred through the use of Bitcoin.
 z The concentration of wealth: Illegal cryptocurrency providing an outlet for 

personal wealth that is beyond restriction and confiscation.
 z Uncleared and anonymous transactions: cryptocurrency exchanges 

encouraging undeclared and anonymous transactions, making it difficult for 
government authorities to identify such transactions.

 z Bypass of KYC norms: The fact that trading of cryptocurrencies permits players 
to bypass prescribed KYC norms.

Recommenda-
tions of Inter-
ministerial 
committee  
headed by 
Subhash
 Chandra Garg

 z Heavy penalties and jail term: Heavy penalties of up to Rs 25 crore and a jail 
term up to 10 years for anyone who mines, generates, holds, sells, transfers or 
issues cryptocurrency.

 z Distinction between private and public cryptocurrencies:
(1) Report made a clear distinction between the private cryptocurrencies and 

an official one issued by the government.
(2) It also suggested the government launch an official RBI backed digital 

currency.
 z Distributed Ledger Technologies (DLT):

(1) The panel acknowledged that they have the potential to improve the 
efficiency and inclusiveness of the financial system as well as transparency 
in government services for citizens.

(2) The report suggests various applications for it, especially in financial 
services.

 z No replacement to fiat currencies:
(1) It observed that volatility of the cryptocurrency to fiat exchange rates is 

large relative to even risky equities.
(2) Due to such features, cryptocurrencies cannot replace fiat currencies.

 z Inherent challenges: regulatory challenges related to DLT- scalability, 
transaction speed, cyber-security and data protection along with the issues 
regarding interoperability and integration into existing financial systems.

Way forward  z Further examination: Garg panel report and Draft Bill should be examined in 
consultation with all the concerned Departments and Regulatory Authorities 
before the Government takes a final decision.

 z Industry innovation and support: Government along with respective 
government departments need to discuss future progress with industries which 
are creating alternatives to capitalize on the Indian cryptocurrency market and 
are keen to adopt blockchain and cryptocurrency

Conclusion  z Given the promising market and technological potential, the Indian government 
should strike a balance in its approach.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, Livemint, Economic times, PRS, PIB
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Syllabus  z GS-2: Government policies and interventions for development in various 
sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation.

Question  z What do you understand by the exercise Register of Indigenous Inhabitants 
(RIIN)? Bring out its pros and cons.

Why is it in 
news?

 z The Nagaland state government issued a notification on July 1 to initiate the 
process of preparing a register of all indigenous inhabitants in the state.

Register of 
Indigenous 
Inhabitants 
(finalized)

 z On the lines of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam, the RIIN is 
being prepared in order to identify indigenous inhabitants and to prevent 
ineligible people from obtaining indigenous inhabitant certificates.

 z After the finalization of the RIIN, no new such certificates will be issued except 
to children born to people whose names have been included in the RIIN.

Register of 
Indigenous 
Inhabitants 
of Nagaland 
(RIIN) and 
The Inner Line 
Permit (ILP)

 z RIIN and ILP are two different systems and independent of each other.
 z RIIN is envisaged to be a register of indigenous inhabitants to curb the issue of 

fake indigenous certificates.
 z ILP is an official travel document issued by the Government of India to allow inward 

travel of an Indian citizen into a protected/restricted area for a limited period.
 z It is obligatory for Indian citizens from outside those states (Arunachal Pradesh, 

Nagaland and Mizoram) to obtain permit for entering into the protected state.
 z The RIIN data would be fed to the online ILP system.
 z This would help monitoring of entry and exit of persons not belonging to 

Nagaland.
What 
notification 
says?

 z Village-wise and ward-wise surveys: The RIIN will be prepared by village-
wise and ward-wise surveys and each house will be visited to list indigenous 
inhabitants residing there. 

 z Claims and objections: 30 days window for it after the publication of the 
provisional list.

 z Unique ID: Each indigenous inhabitant would be given a unique ID 
having barcode and number on it.

 z Process monitoring: Higher authorities will monitor the implementation without 
involvement of adjudication process and will report to permanent committee 
set up under the Home Department.

Who is an 
indigenous 
inhabitant?

 z Nagaland has 16 recognised tribes- Angami, Ao, Chakhesang, Chang, 
DimasaKachari, Khiamniungan, Konyak, Kuki, Lotha, Phom, Pochury, Rengma, 
Sangtam, Sumi, Yimchungrü and Zeliang.

 z The Kachari and Kuki are non-Naga tribes while the Zeliang comprises two Naga 
communities- Zeme and Liangmai.

 z Entry in RIIN is virtually guaranteed for people belonging to these communities.
 z Others such as the Gurkhas living in Nagaland prior to statehood (on December 

1, 1963) have been recognised as indigenous.

13   Register of Indigenous Inhabitants
(RIIN) 
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Positives of 
the move

 z Preservation of the Naga culture and its autonomy.
 z Allowing the use of native resources to native people.
 z Identification of illegal migrants like Bangladeshis and Rohingyas.
 z Maintenance of digital database could be used for the other developmental 

initiatives or policies.
 z Containment of the Naga insurgency.

Negatives/ 
Challenges

 z Complex demography:
(1) Nagaland and Nagas spread to other states and their claims for indigenous 

inhabitants may create the problem.
(2) Recent Assam experiment of NRC indicates the same.

 z More isolation of Naga from the mainstream.
 z Non-clear definition of indigenous inhabitant:

(1) In Nagaland, various local attempts have been made to determine non-
locals, non-tribals, and non-Nagas.

(2) It may create clashes because of exclusion from the list.
 z Fear of full NRC: The fact that the processes seem to be modelled on the NRC 

also raises the fear that starting off with indigenous inhabitants may only be 
the first step to a full NRC.

 z Fear of NRC shortcomings:
(1) An open letter from former civil servants which highlighted that there is in-

built discrimination in the NRC procedures that disproportionately excludes 
linguistic, religious and ethnic minorities.

(2) The shortcomings include poor record management, technical glitches, and 
arbitrary physical verifications.

Way forward  z Ground situations and cautious proceeding:
(1) Nagaland is a volatile region where the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act 

is routinely extended.
(2) Thus, it is best that Nagaland proceeds with caution in this enterprise.
(3) The RIIN should not ultimately become a vehicle to make outsiders of 

insiders.
 z Lesson from NRC: Government should take a lesson from NRC experiment 

where it only led to deepening the existing differences without any substantial 
gains.

 z Right to appeal: The Nagaland government should facilitate the detailed 
procedure and provisions like the right to appeal for the hearing of those who 
would be left out.

Conclusion  z It is a step in the right direction by the state government to curb illegal 
immigrants but emotive political issues should not be allowed to drive the 
compiling of a registry of citizens.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express.
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Syllabus  z GS-2 : Social Justice Protection of vulnerable sections
Question  z Addressing child sexual abuse is a challenge all over the world. But in India, 

shortcomings in both state and community responses add to the problem. 
Discuss

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Union Cabinet approved amendments in the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, which deals with crime against children, and 
included the death penalty for sexual assault on minors. 

 z Important provisions -
 ¾ Death penalty for aggravated sexual assault on children.
 ¾ Stringent punishment for crimes against minors.
 ¾ Fines and imprisonment for child pornography. 

Introduction  z The World Health Organization (WHO) defines Child Sexual Abuse (CSA) as 
“the involvement of a child in sexual activity that he or she does not fully 
comprehend, is unable to give informed consent to, or for which the child is 
not developmentally prepared and cannot give consent, or that violates the 
laws or social taboos of society.

 z Around 53 percent of children in the country faced one or more forms of sexual 
abuse.

 z This menace of child sexual abuse, rape, violence against children, and child 
trafficking is growing and has become a moral epidemic.

 z Children are not safe in schools, at home and in public spaces.
Statistics  z According to the Home Ministry, 106,958 cases of crimes against children were 

recorded in 2016.
 z Of these, 36,022 cases were recorded under POCSO (Protection of Children 

from Sexual Offences) Act.
 z Most of the abusers are people known to the victims, like parents, relatives and 

schoolteachers.
Highlights of 
the POCSO Act

 z Definition of Child:
(1) The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012 defines a child 

as any person below the age of 18 years.
(2) The Act provides protection to all children under the age of 18 years from 

the offenses of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography.
(3) This also covers the trafficking of children for sexual purposes.

 z Child-friendly procedures for reporting, recording of evidence, investigation 
and trial of offenses

 z Punishment:
(1) The attempt to commit an offense under the Act has also been made liable 

for punishment for up to half the punishment prescribed for the commission 
of the offense.

14 POCSO Act-Child Sex Abuse



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs July - 2019  (Study Material)   37

The Unique Academy

(2) The Act also provides for punishment for abetment of the offense, which is 
the same as for the commission of the offense.

 z Restriction on media: media has been barred from disclosing the identity of 
the child without the permission of the Special Court.

Issues/ 
Problems

 z Low conviction rate:
(1) Like several other sexual abuse related crimes, here too the conviction rate 

is very low.
 z Silence due to fear and social stigma:

(1) Victims and their families live with a social taboo; they live in fear and 
predators move around freely.

(2) The fear of attracting social stigma can result in families trying to cover up 
the most horrific treatment of children.

 z Improper response from the community:
(1) Shortcomings in both state and community responses add to the problem.
(2) Victims who do come forward to make a complaint often suffer as a result. 

They face shaming and blaming more often.
 z Lack of Monitoring: A major problem in India is the lack of effective monitoring 

of residential care facilities, orphanages and other children’s institutions.
 z Overburden on judges:

(1) One of the reasons is we don’t have the judicial infrastructure for the POCSO Act.
(2) The judge in the designated POCSO court is also dealing with other 

responsibilities and cases.
Way Ahead  z Speedy Justice and Increase in conviction rate:

(1) The investigation of the trial of sexual offenses has to be made time-bound.
(2) Establish “child courts” to handle cases of child abuse as provided for under 

central government schemes.
(3) The dedicated Judges, especially for the purpose of CSA cases, needs to be 

appointed who will not be engaged in other cases. 
 z Monitoring:

(1) There should be a committee to look and monitor the most vulnerable 
places where most cases are coming.

(2) Accordingly, there should be awareness and spread of education.
 z Support to victims: All victims should be provided with the support they need 

for full physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration
 z Coordination: International institutions and foreign governments should work 

with the Indian government to assist in providing training and best practice 
models that can protect every child in India.

 z Role of panchayat members in mitigating child abuse:
(1) The panchayat members can generate awareness about this at the village level.
(2) The members can, with the support of local educators, Aanganwadi workers, 

and ANMs, encourage victims of child sexual exploitation to come out with 
their issues.

(3) They should ensure that the confidentiality of the victims is maintained all 
along.

Source The Hindu, Firstpost, BBC, WHO.
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Syllabus GS-2 : Social Justice Protection of vulnerable sections
Question The government approved the Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019. Critically analyse 

the provisions of the Bill.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Union Cabinet approved the introduction of Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill, 2019.
 z The Bill entails regulating surrogacy services in the country. The Bill prohibits 

commercial surrogacy, but allows altruistic surrogacy.
 z Altruistic surrogacy involves an arrangement where the couple does not pay 

the surrogate mother any compensation other than the medical and insurance 
expenses related to the pregnancy. 

 z Commercial surrogacy includes compensation (in cash or kind) paid to the 
surrogate mother, which exceeds the reasonable medical expenses associated 
with the pregnancy. 

 z Currently, commercial surrogacy is allowed for Indian citizens.
Concept  z Surrogacy refers to a practice where a woman gives birth to a child for an 

intending couple with the intention to hand over the child after the birth to the 
intending couple.

 z There are two main types of surrogacy:
(1) Traditional:  In this method, the surrogate mother is impregnated with 

semen from the intended father or sperm donor and uses her own eggs. 
This means that the surrogate mother is genetically related to the child.

(2) Gestational Surrogacy: This procedure involves in vitro fertilization (IVF) with 
the eggs of the intended mother or those of an egg donor. This arrangement 
means that the surrogate mother is not genetically related to the child.

Background  z India has emerged as a surrogacy hub for couples from other countries.IN 2012 
Surrogacy industry was about $2 billion in India.

 z Concerns  associated with the surrogacy in India- 
(1) Unethical practices
(2) Exploitation of surrogate mothers
(3) Abandonment of children born out of surrogacy
(4) Rackets involving intermediaries importing human embryos and gametes

 z Law Commission had recommended prohibiting commercial surrogacy, 
allowing altruistic surrogacy and enacting a law to regulate matters related 
to surrogacy.

Highlights of 
the Bill

 z Eligibility/Criteria:
(1) The bill seeks to "allow ethical altruistic surrogacy to the intending infertile 

Indian married couple.
(2) The couple should be between the age of 23-50 years and 26-55 years for 

female and male, respectively.
(3) A woman can act as a surrogate mother only once and should be a close 

relative of the intending couple.

15 Surrogacy in India
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(4) The surrogate mother should be married woman having a child of her own 
and between the age of 25-35 years.

 z Appropriate authority:
(1) The central and state governments shall appoint one or more appropriate 

authorities within 90 days of the Bill becoming an Act. 
(2) The functions of the appropriate authority include:

 ¾ granting, suspending or cancelling registration of surrogacy clinics.
 z National and State Surrogacy Boards:

(1) The central and the state governments shall constitute the National 
Surrogacy Board (NSB) and the State Surrogacy Boards (SSB). 

(2) Functions of the NSB include:
 ¾ advising the central government on policy matters relating to surrogacy 
 ¾ laying down the code of conduct of surrogacy clinics 

Significance  z Effective regulation: Due to lack of legislation to regulate surrogacy, the practice 
of surrogacy has been misused by surrogacy clinics which leads to rampant 
commercial surrogacy and unethical practices.

 z Prevent Exploitation: The provisions of the Bill will prevent exploitation of 
surrogate mothers and children born through surrogacy. 

 z Promotion of Adoption: strict regulation will promote couples to adopt a child.
Issues  z Excessive delegation of legislative powers: even after strict rules it allows 

additional conditions to be prescribed by regulations. 
 z Close-relative not defined:

(1) The Bill does not define the term ‘close relative’. 
(2)  Further, the surrogate mother (close relative) may donate her own egg for 

the pregnancy. 
 z Ignores other critical aspects:

(1) The Bill permits surrogacy only for couples who cannot conceive a child. 
(2) This procedure is not allowed in case of any other medical conditions which could 

prevent a woman from giving birth to a child like where woman may conceive but 
is unable to carry a child through the period of the pregnancy.

 z Livelihood:
(1) Most of the Surrogate mothers engaged themselves in surrogacy out of 

economic necessity.
(2) The surrogate women would potentially stand to lose their income and may 

be deprived of livelihood.
 z Violates Article 14 and 19: The Bill prevents same sex couples from having 

surrogate children and also put the restriction on the choice of the women.
 z Black Market: Since the demand for surrogacy is not expected to wane, such 

restrictions, may prove to be harmful in the longer run pushing the business of 
surrogacy underground.

Conclusion  z Government needs to keep a balance between curbing the exploitation of a 
women and her reproductive choices (Article 21).

 z The Government should enact laws that are compliant with fundamental rights 
of citizens and reflect the changing social mores. 

Source The Hindu, IE, LiveMint, PRS.
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Syllabus GS-2: Constitution and Polity: Structure, organization, and functioning of the 
Executive, Ministries, and Departments of the Government.

Question  z Is there a need for lateral entry into Civil Service? Discuss its pros and cons and 
suggest measure to make lateral entry to civil services a success.

Why in news?  z The Union Govt has appointed nine non-governmental professionals through 
lateral entry route.

 z These appointees are to work in various departments and ministries.   
More In News
 

 z The task of selecting the candidates was undertaken by UPSC.
 z The new joiners’ will be appointed at joint Sectary level and will have an initial 

term of 3 yrs. extendable to 5 yrs. 
 z Expansion of Lateral Entry

(1) Flexi-pool posts - 54 of the 516 positions at Niti Aayog are recognized 
as “flexi-pool posts,” for which the Niti Aayog will hire private sector 
employees.  This time the hired individuals will be at par with regular civil 
servants in terms of rank, status, responsibilities, and accountability.

(2) Centre is mulling to rope in subject experts from the private sector at the 
Deputy Secretary (DS) and Director levels as well.

Introduction  z What is Lateral Entry:  It is an appointment of specialist from private sector 
into Govt organisation for boosting efficiency and to bring more expertise into 
various government departments.

 z Recommendations
(1) ARC: The need for specialization and an institutionalized, transparent process 

for lateral entry at both the Central and state levels was recommended by 
1st (1965) and 2nd (2005) Administrative Reform Commission.

(2) Former Chief Economic Advisor Arvind Subramanian said that India must 
aim to get the world’s best to improve the administration and not rely on a 
handful that passed UPSC exam decades ago.

 z Past Examples of lateral Entry
(1) Earlier too domain experts have been brought in from outside the services 

to head various committees, advisory bodies and organizations.
(2) Homi Bhabha, M S Swaminathan, Nandan Nilekani, Raghuram Rajan and 

Arvind Panagariya are cases in point. 
(3) Economic posts, in particular, have often been occupied by outsiders, including 

Manmohan Singh, Bimal Jalan, Shankar Acharya, and Rakesh Mohan.
 z Apprehensions expressed by IAS Officers

(1) Those inside the system feel threatened that their territory is under assault.
(2) They are also fearful that under such mechanism politically indoctrinated 

persons will be inducted into the system.
(3) With increase in a number of lateral entrants with time the political 

leadership may creating a ‘divide and rule’ mechanism=> further demoralize 
the  career bureaucrats.

16  Lateral Entry
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Need For 
Lateral Entry

 z Shackles of Raj - The current bureaucratic framework is the vestige of 
colonialism and unsuited for running a 21st century economy. 

 z Drawbacks of the Current Examination Pattern –
 z Lethargy of the officers – Automatic Career progression in the All India Services 

does not factor in poor performance.
 z Complex technical and economic challenges - Doubtful whether the higher 

bureaucracy is equipped to comprehend complex economic and technical 
issues.

 z Generalist carrying out specialist work -   A Civil servant, however brilliant and 
diligent, based on her experience at the sub-district and district levels, can't 
handle diverse portfolios. 

 z No correlation between postings and area of specialization - This correlation 
if at all it comes, it comes at a late stage of their career.

 z Political interference and the use of transfers as carrot and stick => making it 
difficult for bureaucrats to stay in a posting long enough to gain relevant expertise.

 z Global Phenomena - Lateral entry is routine in well-governed countries across the 
globe, including the US, Britain, Belgium, Germany, Australia and New Zealand. In 
India too states such as Jharkhand are now experimenting with it as well.

“No” to lateral 
Entry

 z Lateral inductees, divorced from reality – They have little or no idea of how 
policies are implemented at the grass-roots level and lack experience of policy 
making process. 

 z Turf War - Lateral entrants find it difficult to fit in the system and understand 
the processes and dynamics of Govt decision making.

 z privatisation of the Civil Servants - This could be the beginning of the end of a 
“neutral and impartial” civil service with the likely induction of loyalists to the 
current dispensation.

 z Fears of private business houses  planting their people in key Govt position in 
order to influence government policies.

 z Lowering the morale of regular recruits whose knowledge is upgraded at 
periodic intervals in the best training institutes across the globe. 

Way Forward
 

 z Indian civil services require reforms, such as insulation from political pressure 
and career paths linked to the specialization.

 z External reforms such as lateral entry are complementary, addressing the same 
deficiencies

 z Further the Civil servants may be posted in private sector to gain work 
experience for a limited period. 

 z There could also be Institutionalized  system of  lateral entry
1) An institutional system of annual recruitment into the IAS of mid-career 

professionals from diverse domains can be thought of.
2) The entrants could be recruited through open competitive exam between 

43 – 46 yrs. so as to avoid any adversarial relationship between them and 
the already serving civil servants.

3) Lateral entrant should have mandatory field posting of at least 5 yrs of the 
10 yrs of there serving.

Source Livemint, The Hindu , Indian Express, RSTV
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Syllabus  z GS-3:Infrastructure
Question  z Discuss the importance of electric mobility in India. Analyze challenges in its 

implementation and the government initiatives regarding it. Suggest some way 
forward.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z Union Budget 2019-20 has several incentives for developing electric vehicle 
industry (EV Industry) in India.

FAME and 
NEMMP
 

 z FAME India -
(1) The government had launched the FAME India scheme in 2015.
(2) FAME India –Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric 

vehicles in India – is a part of the National Electric Mobility Mission Plan.
(3) Aim-To promote eco-friendly vehicles.
(4) 4 focus areas: Technology development, Demand Creation, Pilot Projects 

and Charging Infrastructure.
 z National Electric Mobility Mission Plan (NEMMP)-

(1) Aim-To achieve national fuel security by promoting hybrid and electric 
vehicles in the country.

(2) Target-It has set an ambitious target of 6-7 million sales of hybrid and 
electric vehicles year on year from 2020 onwards.

Budget 2019-
20 provisions 
related to 
electric 
mobility

 z Phase-II of FAME: Outlay of Rs. 10,000 crore for 3 years approved for Phase-II 
of FAME (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles) 
Scheme.

 z Realistic target: FAME-II has set a more realistic target of 30% by 2030 India’s 
transport running on electric drive trains.

 z Upfront incentives: These are proposed on purchase and charging infrastructure, 
to encourage faster adoption of Electric Vehicles (EV).

 z Conditioned incentivization: Under FAME Scheme only advanced-battery-
operated and registered e-vehicles to be incentivized.

 z Tax incentives:  Additional income tax deduction of Rs. 1.5 lakh on interest paid 
on electric vehicle loans.

 z Investment-linked income tax exemptions: It is for makers of components like 
solar electric charging infrastructure and lithium storage batteries, etc.

 z GST rate reduction: reduced GST rate on electric vehicles from current12% to 
5%.

 z Customs duty exemption: provided on certain parts of electric vehicles. It will 
help in reducing the cost of lithium-ion batteries in India as they are mostly 
imported in India.

Why there 
is a need for 
electric

 z Money factor-NITI Aayog has estimated that the nation can save up to Rs 4 lakh 
crore by rapidly adopting EVs.

 z Renewable energy targets-It will help in achieving India’s ambitious renewable 
energy targets (40% power from renewable sources by 2030).

17 Electric Mobility



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs July - 2019  (Study Material)   43

The Unique Academy

vehicles in 
India?
 

 z Addressing pollution-It will help in addressing vehicular pollution in India 
which contributes about 10% of total pollution.

 z Global warming-It will help in curbing greenhouses. Hence will reduce global 
warming.

 z Employment generation.
 z Oil security and fiscal imbalance: It will help in maintaining/ preserving our 

oil resources and reduce our oil dependency (contributes 70% of import) and 
thus, fiscal imbalance.

NITI Aayog’s 
report on 
mobility 
transform-
ation

 z Vision-It presents the government’s vision of a shared, electric and connected 
mobility paradigm where mobility is a service based on an electric vehicle (EV) fleet.

 z It is enabled by the convergence of-
(1) Low-cost technologies.
(2) Smart designs.
(3) Business model innovation and supportive policies.

 z NITI Aayog recommendations in its report-
(1) Subsidization and Penalisation-The government must subsidize the EV 

industry while penalizing conventional cars.
(2) Loans-Reduction in Taxes and interest rates for loans on EVs.
(3) Sale and registration-Reduction in the sale and registration of conventional 

cars.
(4) Creating Infrastructure-Using taxes from diesel and petrol car sales to 

create electric charging stations.
(5) It also suggests setting up-

(a) Manufacturer consortium- for batteries, common components.
(b) Platforms- to develop battery cell technologies and packs and to procure 

common components for Indian original equipment manufacturers.
Roadblocks/ 
challenges in 
adoption

 z High capital cost-It involves many factors like infrastructure, vehicle, battery, 
etc. which ultimately results in higher capital cost.

 z Availability of electric variants in market-Very few global carmakers has 
brought their electric variants into India.

 z Problematic distinction between EVs and hybrid vehicles by government-As 
EVs are to be taxed at 5%, Hybrid vehicles are taxed at 28% plus a 15% cess.

 z People's Perceptions-
(a) People are skeptical about the shift to all-electric vehicles since they fear 

the charge duration of the batteries.
(b) They are more likely to try hybrid vehicles, but that sector is not being 

encouraged by the current tax structure.
 z Charging Infrastructure-

(1) While sector specialists said that EVs can be charged at home using AC 
power, this would take about 5-8 hours for a full charge.

(2) DC chargers, on the other hand, can do the same in a fraction of the time.
(3) Most of the chargers being installed across the country, however, are AC 

chargers.
 z Resources and Import-

(1) India does not have any known reserves of lithium and cobalt.
(2) Thus, Make India entirely dependent on imports of lithium-ion batteries 

from Japan and China.
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Way Forward  z Awareness: Unless the government and other stakeholders play an active role 
in educating consumers, the adoption of electric vehicles will take time.

 z Improving Infrastructure:
(1) According to the Economic Survey, the market share of electric cars is only 

0.06 % in India when compared to 2 % in China and 39 % in Norway.
(2) Reasons for the lesser market presence of EVs in India are lack of charging 

infrastructure and high cost.
(3) Thus, access to fast-charging facilities must be fostered to increase the 

market share of electric vehicles.
 z Green Shift: India’s shift to EVs should be kick-started by converting intra-city 

public transport to green, and by generating enough surplus power through 
clean energy. 

 z Attracting investments from private players.
 z Latin America: India needs to maintain good relations and try to improve the 

existing one with Latin American countries as it has abundant mineral resources 
required for manufacturing batteries.

 z Battery swapping: Disadvantages of conductive charging like longer time and 
battery degradation in lieu of fast charging can be mitigated by using the battery 
swapping stations.

Conclusion  z EVs have the potential to have a positive impact on the economy as well as the 
urban environment.

 z India, however, needs a road map, with timelines, processes, well-researched 
impact studies, bold initiatives and robust investments in technological research 
to turn its EV dream into reality.

Sources The Hindu, Indian Express,  RSTV, Livemint, Business today
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Syllabus  z GS-3: Environmental Conservation
Question  z Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has noted that there would 

be a direct effect of climate change on food production and subsequently on 
food security. Discuss the problem and the efforts needed to avert the crisis. 

Why in news?  z United Nations, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in its recent new 
report has highlighted, accelerating climate change impacts mean that farmers 
around the world need to adopt "disaster-resilient" farming practices in order 
to grow adequate food for growing populations.

Introduction  z Some Quick Facts
(1) As agriculture contributes 15 percent to India’s GDP, climate change 

presumably causes about 1.5 percent loss in GDP.
(2) Economic Survey 2017-18, - climate change could reduce farm incomes by 

15-18%, and by 20-25% in un-irrigated areas.   
(3) Increase in high-temperature days in a year decreases agricultural yields 

and real wages by 12.6 % and 9.8% respectively.
(4) Climate change has about 4-9 percent impact on agriculture each year.

 z Why Agriculture Matters: An Irony
(1) It provides sustenance to many, employment to almost half and food to all 

in India.
(2) Poor agricultural performance can lead to inflation, political and social 

disaffection, and restiveness, all of which can hold back the economy.
(3) Irony is: today we want fewer but more productive and prosperous farms 

and farmers.
 z Concerns in Agriculture

(1) Productivity of Labour: Overall agricultural labor productivity is less than a 
third of that in China and about 1 percent of that in the frontier countries. Land 
productivity (measured as yield per hectare) is also well below the frontier.

(2) Agricultural incomes: The median household net farm income was about 
Rs.19, 250 in 2012-13 or about Rs. 1600 per month, which is not very far 
above the poverty line.

Climate 
Change Impact

 z Climate change affects all three aspects of food security: availability, access, 
and absorption.

 z Decrease in yields: one additional day where temperature averages 27-30 
degrees reduces yields by around 1% compared to days with temperatures of 
12-15 degrees.

 z Economy:
(1) Poor agricultural performance can lead to high inflation, rural distress, and 

political restiveness.
(2) It also adversely affects the pace of poverty reduction and could lead to subsequent 

increases in annual mortality among rural populations by 7.3 % in India. 

18 Climate Change and Agriculture
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 z Livestock production can be impacted by grazing land productivity and quality, 
heat stress, and water availability.

 z Aquatic Species There will be a negative impact on the distribution and 
abundance of fish production in developing countries of tropical areas.

 z Waters Availability
(1) Water resources in the semi-arid regions are expected to decrease due to 

climate change.
(2) Increased evaporation resulting from higher temperature, combined with 

changes in amount, variability and frequency of precipitation, has the 
potential to affect agriculture.

 z Soil Degradation:
(1) The potential changes in the soil forming factors directly resulting from 

global climate change would be in the organic matter supply, temperature 
regimes, hydrology and changes in the evapotranspiration.

(2) Both the organic matter and carbon to nitrogen ratio (C: N ratio) will diminish 
in a warmer soil temperature regime.

 z Pests, Disease and Weeds
(1) Incidence of pest and diseases would be most severe in tropical regions due 

to favourable climate/weather conditions, multiple cropping and availability 
of alternate pests throughout the year.

(2) Spread of tropical and subtropical weed species into temperate areas and 
to increase the numbers of many temperate weed species currently limited 
by the low temperature at high latitudes.

How Different 
Crops Respond 
To Climate 
Change

 z Kharif Crops
(1) They will be affected by rain variability.
(2) For e.g., Rice is likely to see about 6-10 percent decrease in yield.

 z Rabi Crops
(1) They will be affected by minimum temperature.
(2) For e.g. Wheat is likely to be negatively impacted due to terminal heat 

stress with a 1°C rise in temperature results in loss of 4 metric tonnes (MT) 
of wheat.

(3) Crops like potatoes, soybean, chickpea, and mustard will have a neutral or 
positive impact.

(4) Soybean, gram, and other legumes are likely to benefit from elevated levels 
of CO2 in the atmosphere, which helps in CO2 fertilization. But the positive 
effects are unlikely to last more than 10-15 years.

How Farmers 
can adapt 
to Climate 
change

 z Two ways of adapting to temperature change
(1) Intra-crop adaptation - where farmers could adjust their agriculture 

practices to make their crops more heat-resistant. One example of this 
would be investments in irrigation which protect against both excessive 
heat and droughts.

(2) Inter-crop adaptation - Where farmers simply plant more heat-resistant 
crops, such as sorghum or maize, or switch to crops that grow in the cooler 
parts of the year (such as wheat).

 z Changes in cropping pattern i.e. shifting from rice-wheat cropping system to 
another favorable crop mix. Crop diversification in Canada and in China has 
been identified as an adaptive response.
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 z Conservation tillage technologies, in combination with the planting of cover 
crops and green manure crops, offer substantial possibilities to reverse existing 
soil organic matter, soil moisture, soil erosion, and nutrient loss to combat 
further losses due to climate change.

Way Forward
 

 z Irrigation:
(1) There is an urgent need to spread irrigation. While significant progress has 

been made over the past few decades, the proportion of cultivated land 
under irrigation is less than 50% today

(2) This spread of irrigation needs to take place against the backdrop of 
diminishing groundwater reserves, particularly in parts of north India.

 z Zero Budget Natural Farming.
 z Research in agriculture technology needs to be stepped up in order to develop 

crop varieties and cropping techniques which are more resilient to the vagaries 
of weather.

 z Rationalization of Subsidies – Subsidised Power and fertilizer have favored 
their indiscriminate use.

Source Livemint, Down to Earth, Economic Times, The Hindu

 

Syllabus  z GS-2: Social Justice and Governance, Issues relating to Health, Human 
Resources.

Question  z Food and Nutritional Security Analysis of India 2019 show the depressing 
reality of the nutritional status of  India. Examine the challenges and suggest 
way forward. 

Why in news?  z The Food and Nutritional Security analysis Report for the year 2019 was 
published recently.

 z The report is prepared by Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
in collaboration with World Food Programme.  

Why is there a 
need to focus 
on Food and 
Nutritional 
Security?

 z Achieving the set targets under Sustainable Development Goal 2 which aims 
to end hunger, achieve food security and improve nutrition and promote 
sustainable agriculture. 

 z The multidimensional nature of food and nutrition insecurity and addressing 
inequalities related to gender, age, disability, income, cast, and region.

 z Three separate dimensions of Food and Nutritional Security
(1) Availability
(2) Access
(3) Utilization

Food Grain 
Availability

 z Production 
 ¾ Over the last 20 years, total food grain production in India increased from 

198 million tonnes to 289 million tonnes.

19 Food & Nutritional Security 
Analysis of India
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 z Wheat and rice are the staple foods of Indians, constituting around 75 % of 
the total food grain production thus serving as a major source of income and 
employment to millions of people.

 z Net Availability: Even after an increase in food production (280 million tonnes 
in 2018) per capita net availability has not increased at the same level, due to 
population growth, food wastage and losses, and exports.

 z Farm Productivity: 
(1) Though yields in food grains have increased by 33 % in the last two decades, 

it has been far less than desired. 
(2) Target: 5,018 kgs/hectare for rice, wheat and coarse grains by 2030. Present 

Yield: 2,509 kgs/hectare
Access to 
Nutritious 
Food

 z Food Expenditure:
(1) According to Engel's law, the share of income spent on food decreases, 

even as total food expenditure rises. 
(2) On average, people of India allocate about 49 % of their monthly expenditure 

on food in rural areas and 39 % in urban areas. 
(3) The share of food expenditure is highest among the poorest (lowest 30 %) 

expenditure group. In rural and urban areas, the poorest 30 % spend as 
much as 60 % and 55 % respectively, on food.

(4) The share of expenditure on food has declined by 9 % in rural and 8 % in 
urban areas of India.

(5) Declining trends suggest that incomes have increased in both rural and 
urban areas and that food is no longer the only predominant expenditure 
head for the people.

 z Food Consumption Pattern:
 ¾ Between the period of 1972-73 and 2011-12, in the food basket, of both 

urban and rural areas, the share of expenditure on cereal and cereal 
substitutes (sources of protein and energy) has declined. 

 ¾ For the same period, the relative importance of some items especially 
beverages, milk and milk products and fruits and nuts (sources of fats and 
relatively unhealthy) have shown a remarkable increase, indicating an 
increased diversity in consumption in the country. 

 z Nutritional Intake
 ¾ Despite the increase in household income average daily per capita 

consumption of both energy and protein decreased in rural India while in 
urban areas, there was no consistent trend.

 ¾ The current intake level of nutrients such as the energy and protein were 
lower than the all-India average and the daily minimum consumption 
requirement. 

 ¾ Only fat intake in rural and urban areas was at par or more than the daily 
minimum consumption requirement. 

Utilization  z National Malnutrition Trends between 2005-06 to 2015-16:
 z Malnutrition in children of 6-59 months in India has declined in the previous decade.

Chronic malnutrition, or stunting – 
 ¾ Stunting has declined by one fifth during the last decade with an annual 

decline of around 1 %.
 ¾ Decreased from 48.0 % in 2005-06 to 38.4 % in 2015-16.
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 ¾ The Government of India has envisaged a challenging target for itself through 
National Nutrition Mission (NNM) with the target to reduce stunting by at 
least 2 percent per annum to reach 25 percent by 2022.

 z Underweight - decreasing from 42.5 % in 2005-06 to 35.7 % in 2015-16.
 z Acute malnutrition, or wasting, has marginally increased during the same 

period, from 19.8 % to 21.0 %. 
 z Vulnerable Sections in India

(1) Prevalence of stunting is highest amongst children from the Scheduled 
Tribes, followed by Scheduled Casts and Other Backwards Casts. 

(2) Also mothers having no or very little education have seen higher prevalence 
of stunting, underweight and malnutrition.

(3) It has been found that there exists a negative correlation between stunting 
and improved sanitation.

Way Forward  z Recommendations to improve availability
 z Agricultural Diversification: Farmers should be encouraged and incentivised 

through establishing policies on price guarantees, subsidies and trade 
restrictions to increase production of micronutrient-rich grains such as millets, 
as well as other nutritious foods such as soyabeans, vegetables, and fruits.

 z Sustainability of Food Productivity through:
 z Use of innovative and lowcost farming technologies
 z Increase in the irrigation coverage 
 z Enhancing knowledge of farmers in areas such as appropriate use of land and 

water have high encouraged establishment of agro-processing units
 z Improved supply chains. 
 z Policy Support

(1) There is a need for promotion of farming, marketing and demand generation 
of traditional coarse cereals like maize.

(2) Enhance the coverage of Soil Health Card
(3) Research and Development (R&D) extension to small holder farmers 

(especially women)
(4) Protection of farmers against price fluctuations and losses

 z Improve Storage Capacity:
 ¾ Recommendations to improve access

 z Strengthened Safety Nets Programmes:
 ¾ Improve the targeting efficiency of all food safety nets, especially that of the 

Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS)
 ¾ Fortification of government-approved commodities within the social safety 

net programmes such as the introduction of fortified rice.
 ¾ For vulnerable landless labourer households, the best short-term policy 

option is to strengthen the MGNREGS which has provided significant higher 
market wage.

 z Recommendations to improve utilisation
 ¾ Improve Child Feeding Practices

(a) In 2015- 16, only 9.6 percent children 6-23 months were consuming a 
minimum acceptable diet in India.

(b) Thus, there is much room for improving child feeding practices in the country, 
especially at the critical ages when solid foods are introduced to the diet.
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(c) In fact, fortification, diversification and supplementation may be 
used as simultaneous strategies to address micro and macro nutrient 
deficiencies.

(2) Food Supplementation Programmes
 ¾ Locally acceptable innovations to develop complementary foods should 

be prioritized.
 ¾ Opportunities to fortify the key commodities in THR should be explored 

to address micronutrient deficiencies amongst the beneficiaries.
 ¾ Awareness with regard to nutrition and feeding should be made at the 

time of distribution of THR to every mother.
 ¾ Mother and Child Care
 ¾ Locally acceptable innovations to develop complementary foods should 

be prioritized.
 ¾ Opportunities to fortify the key commodities in THR should be explored 

to address micronutrient deficiencies amongst the beneficiaries.
 ¾ Awareness with regard to nutrition and feeding should be made at the 

time of distribution of THR to every mother.
(3) Mother and Child Care

 ¾ The low prevalence of exclusive breastfeeding, lack of use of full antenatal 
care (ANC)

 ¾ Low consumption of iron folic acid (IFA) tablets 
 ¾ Extremely low percentage of children receiving the minimum acceptable 

diet in most of the states is alarming and must be addressed by increasing 
awareness and effective implementation of policies.

(4) Prioritise Maternal Anaemia:
 ¾ The distribution (78 percent) and consumption (30 percent) of IFA tablets 

remain suboptimal all over the country is an area of concern that needs 
to be addressed with utmost priority.

 ¾ Focus on addressing the Increase in Wasting Prevalence
 ¾ Improvement in Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Practices

Source Food and Nutritional Security  Analysis Report 2019, The Hindu
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Syllabus  z GS-3: Agriculture -Major crops & cropping patterns.
Question  z The Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF) is a potential solution for India’s 

agriculture distress but some hurdles remain when it comes to the knowledge 
gap and commercial viability. Comment. 

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Finance minister in the budget speech announced to promote Zero Budget 
Natural Farming (ZBNF) to reduce the cost of production for farmers and 
thereby double their income. 

Concept  z ZBNF is a natural farming technique pioneered by Subash Palekar, a 
Maharashtra-based agriculturist.

 z It is called Zero Budget as the practitioners of this farming technique need not 
spend any credit on buying inputs.

 z The technique involves the use of cow dung and urine to increase soil fertility 
and is based on principles like:
(a) jeevamrutham (mixture introduced once in a fortnight to promote biological 

activity in the soil), 
(b) beejamrutham (seed treatment with natural concoction), 
(c) waaphasa (to improve soil humus), mulching and inter-cropping.

 z The aim is to bring down the cost of production to nearly zero and return to a 
“pre-green revolution” style of farming.

 z There are no chemicals or insecticides used. It consumes only 10 percent of 
the water that crops consume in conventional methods.

Background  z The neoliberalization of the Indian economy led to a deep agrarian crisis that 
is making small scale farming an unviable vocation.

 z Privatized seeds, inputs, and markets are inaccessible and expensive for 
peasants.

 z Indian farmers increasingly find themselves in a vicious cycle of debt, because 
of the high production costs and cost of private seeds.

 z Under such conditions, ‘zero budget’ farming promises to end a reliance on 
loans and drastically cut production costs, ending the debt cycle for desperate 
farmers.

Significance of 
ZBNF

 z Sustainable:
(a) Unlike conventional agriculture and organic farming, ZBNF doesn’t result in 

emissions of greenhouse gases.
(b) Since conventional methods use a large number of chemicals, ZBNF puts a 

stop to unsustainable agricultural practices.
 z Cost-effective:

(a) Need not spend any credit on buying inputs.
(b) It drastically reduces their investment/Input cost.
(c) The accelerated cultivation process gives higher yields, and it also has the 

ability to produce crops year-round.

20 Zero Budget Natural Farming
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 z Reduce Dependency:
(a) They need not worry about the rise in prices of inputs as they require none.
(b) Since there is no need for loans, governments need not announce loan 

waivers.
 z Employment:

(a) If farmers practice ZBNF, they will earn more money per acre. This will help 
stop migration to urban areas and create employment for the youth.

(b) As Artificial Intelligence and automation are killing jobs, agriculture will be 
a major job provider if practiced ZBNF.

Issues/ 
Criticism

 z Not yet implemented on the full scale:
(a) Experts cast doubts over the efficacy of ZBNF as it is not tested on a wider 

scale.
(b) There are also questions over the technique's applicability across all soil 

types and agro-climatic zones.
 z Commercial Viability:

(a) Its commercial scalability is not yet proven.
(b) There has not been an independent evaluation of the income growth it can 

result in or its impact on productivity.
Way Ahead  z Awareness:

(a) The knowledge gap is a major challenge and it should be bridged for better 
outcomes as many farmers are not aware of ZBNF.

(b) Forming farmer groups and creating awareness about ZBNF before selling 
organic products to residents.

 z Government's Role:
(a) Government should play a more active role in terms of bridging the 

knowledge gap, establishing local markets and provision of inputs among 
others.

(b) Provision of inputs like jeevamrutham by the government at least in the 
initial stages is key to the success of ZBNF.

 z Local Market:
(a) Government should establish local markets in order to help farmers get 

remunerative price for their produce.
(b) Local products should be sold locally for a win-win situation for both farmers 

and consumers.
 z Study on a wider scale: There is a need for extensive study over the impact of 

ZBNF on a wider scale and on different soil types and environmental conditions.
Source The Hindu, Firstpost, The Wire, BL.
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Syllabus  z GS-1: Society Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental 
issues.

Question  z As per the recent trend, the sex ratio in India has reported a decline. What are 
the major causes behind the declining sex ratio in India? Also, suggest some 
measures to address the problem.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z India’s sex ratio declined to 896 in 2015-17 from 898 in 2014-16, according to 
a government survey.

 z World Bank projects decline in sex ratio in India from 943 reported in 2011 to 
898 in 2031.

Concept  z Sex ratio is used to describe the number of females per 1000 males.
 z In the Population Census of 2011, the population ratio was 940 females per 

1000 of males. 
Causes  z Patriarchy:

(1) A large section of Indian society prefers a male child. Parents believe they 
will be better taken care of in their old age by the male child, as men are 
perceived as the principal wage earners of the family.

(2) Women are often seen as subservient to men who often enjoy positions of 
power.

 z Misuse of Technology (Sex determination): The advent of advanced 
technologies for sex determination have made sex determination easy. 

 z Poverty and Lack of Awareness: 
(1) Due to poverty, a lot of girls do not have access to nutritious food.
(2) Fear of Dowry is another main cause of low sex ratio.

 z Lack of Opportunities for Women:
(1) Due to lack of education and discrimination in all spheres of life from 

childhood, women are unable to establish their roles in society.
(2) Therefore parents do not see any future in a girl child except marrying her 

off.
 z Sexual Crime against women: 

On account of relatively high incidence of crime against women, parents feel 
the security of the girl is a burden. The honour riding on women's shoulders 
make this perception even stronger. 

Rural-Urban 
Divide and 
disparities 
among the 
states

 z Rural India performs relatively better than urban India in the treatment of 
females.

 z Though the sex ratio in rural India declined from 902 in 2014-16 to 898 in 2015-
17, it is still better than urban India’s 890.

 z State-wise changing picture:
(1) As per the NITI Aayog report, 17 of 21 large Indian States saw a drop in the 

Sex Ratio at Birth, with Gujarat performing the worst, declining 53 points.

21 Declining Sex ratio in India
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(2) These are states where overall sex ratio is higher than the rest of the country, 
and where social outcomes such as literacy, work participation rates etc. 
are more favourable to women than in most other parts of the country.

(3) The north-east of India is showing a change in trend of gender equations. 
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Mizoram, which have had matrilineal 
societies now have far fewer girls born than boys.

 z Prosperity and Gender Bias:
(1) It is usually considered that the uneven sex ratio is due to low literacy 

among women.
(2) Contrary to it, wealthier urban states, such as Delhi and Punjab, where most 

women are literate, are among the abject cases of this gender bias.
(3) The poorer rural states with low female literacy, such as Bihar, Chhattisgarh 

or Jharkhand, have more favorable sex ratios.
(4) This also suggests that economic development or urbanization may not 

wipe out gender bias in India.
Consequences 
of declining 
sex ratio

 z Violence and Exploitation:
(1) Low Sex Ratio at Birth starting from the Seventies have led to large numbers 

of “surplus men”.
(2) In India, some villages in Haryana and Punjab have such poor sex ratios that 

men have to search for brides in other States.
(3) This is often accompanied by the exploitation of these brides.
(4) Also, the women who produce daughters face much more domestic violence 

which makes them complicit in getting rid of the girl child.
 z Economic consequences: huge proportion of the productive population is 

missing and also the lack of women impairs the ability of men to work.
 z Political consequence: it keeps women out of the decision making and hence 

leads to a lack of sensitivity towards the issues specific to women.
Government 
Initiatives

 z Government has adopted a multi-pronged strategy entailing schemes, 
programs, and awareness generation to build a positive environment to save 
and protect the girl child.

 z Pre-conception & Pre-natal Diagnostics Techniques (PC & PNDT) Act 1994: 
The main purpose of the Act is to ban the use of sex selection and misuse of a 
prenatal diagnostic technique for sex-selective abortions and to regulate such 
techniques.

 z Beti Bachao Beti Padhao: it seeks to improve the declining trend of Child Sex 
Ratio (CSR) by preventing gender-biased sex selection, ensuring the survival, 
protection and education of the girl child.

 z The Girl Child Protection Scheme:
(1) The scheme is aimed at preventing gender discrimination by protecting the 

rights of the girl child.
(2) It tries to eliminate the negative attitudes and practices against the girl child.

 z Sukanya Samriddhi Yojna:
(1) It is a small deposit scheme for the girl child, launched as a part of the ‘Beti 

Bachao Beti Padhao' campaign, which would fetch an attractive interest 
rate and provide income tax rebate.

(2) The scheme encourages parents to build a fund for future education and 
marriage expenses for their female child.
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Way Ahead  z Education and Empowerment: Education can help reduce son-preference in 
India, at the same time help women empowerment.

 z Awareness: public awareness campaigns should make people aware of the 
importance of a girl child. As a part of the awareness campaign, religious and 
spiritual leaders should be approached to speak against sex selection.

 z Rights:
(1) Equal social and economic rights for males and females must be guaranteed, 

for example, in relation to rights of inheritance.
(2) Basic health care should be available free of charge so that parents are 

not deterred by financial constraints from seeking health care for their 
daughters.

(3) In addition, special supportive measures should be provided for families 
with no sons, to ensure protection for parents in old age.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint, PIB, HT, Unicef

 

Syllabus  z GS-2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 
and/or affecting India’s interests.

Question  z What is RCEP and how is it significant for India. What are India’s concerns 
regarding joining RCEP?

Why is it in 
news?

 z The 26th round of negotiations for the RCEP was held in Melbourne, Australia 
from June 22-July 3.

 z So far, seven of the 18 final RCEP agreement chapters have been concluded.
Regional 
Comprehens-
ive Economic 
Partnership 
(RCEP)

 z RCEP concept and purpose:
(1) RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement between ASEAN

 ¾ countries and their free trade partners (Australia, New Zealand, Japan, 
South Korea, China, and India).

 z Negotiations:
(1) 21st ASEAN Summit, November 2012: The RCEP negotiations were launched 

by Leaders from 10 ASEAN Member States (Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Viet Nam) and 6 ASEAN FTA partners.

(2) Negotiation Coverage areas: It includes: trade in goods, services, investment, 
economic and technical cooperation, intellectual property, competition, 
dispute settlement, e-commerce, small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
and other issues.

Significance of 
RCEP

 z Opportunities for businesses: 16 RCEP participating countries account for 
almost half of the world’s population; contribute about 30% of global GDP 
and over a quarter of world exports, hence the biggest market.

22 Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) 
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 z Framework for low trade barriers and market access: securing improved 
market access for goods and services for businesses in the region.

 z Act East Policy: RCEP would provide an opportunity for India to get success in 
its significant Act East policy.

 z Global challenges: Rise in protectionism, non- tariff barriers, regulatory 
measures WTO negotiations deadlocks are some the challenges India can 
tackle joining RCEP agreement.

 z Integration of India in Global value chain: It would facilitate India’s MSMEs to 
effectively integrate into the regional value and supply chains.

 z Alternative to TPP: RCEP is considered as an alternative to Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) which excludes China and India.

India’s 
concerns 
regarding it

 z Market Access to China:
(1) Under RCEP India has to provide free and equal market access to all 

participating countries including China.
(2) Greater access to Chinese goods may impact the Indian manufacturing sector.

 z Trade deficits: India has a trade deficit with 11 out of 16 RCEP members.
 z Less freedom in deciding trade policy: It takes away an economy’s ability to 

customize trade policies according to its needs.
 z Agriculture and dairy sectors: Indian agriculture and dairy sectors will face 

stringent competition from Australia and New Zealand.
 z Labour and environmental concern:

(1) India given its huge demographic dividend wants RCEP to adopt liberal rules 
on labor and environmental.

(2) It is opposed by some participating countries which are demanding stricter 
rules regarding it.

 z Trade in services: India wants liberal service trade to allow its skilled workforce easy, 
hassle-free movement across the borders for which many RCEP members are reluctant.

Way forward  z Differential Market Access to China: India proposed differential market access 
strategy for China which will allow India to have a policy for China given its huge 
trade deficit to China.

 z Strengthening MSME’s:
(1) India needs to strengthen its medium, small and micro enterprises (MSME) 

sector to allow it to bear FTA.
(2) It can be achieved through more investment in R&D and strong compliance 

with international standards.
 z Maintaining balance: India needs to maintain a careful balance between the 

protection of its domestic industries and economic openness.
 z Mutually agreed on consensus: All parties need to understand and address 

each other problems and concerns to be on the same page for getting mutually 
agreed consensus.

Conclusion  z India has to find the right equation to extract the maximum benefits from this 
mega-trade deal.

 z The challenge is huge, but so are the opportunities, if analysed and implemented 
in the right way.

Sources The Hindu, Indian express, Live mint, ORF.
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Syllabus  z GS-2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 
and/or affecting India’s interests.

Question  z What do you understand by G-20? Discuss the significance of G-20 summit 
with the outcomes of 2019 summit.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z Recently concluded 2019 G-20 Osaka summit was the 14th edition of the G-20 
summit. First G-20 summit hosted in Japan.

G-20  z The Group of Twenty (G-20) is the premier forum for economic, financial and 
political cooperation.

 z G-20 is an informal political forum.
 z The G-20 does not have a permanent secretariat.
 z Background:

(1) The G-20 started in 1999 as a meeting of Finance Ministers and Central 
Bank Governors in the aftermath of the Asian financial crisis.

(2) In 2008, the first G-20 Leaders’ Summit was held, and the group played a 
key role in responding to the global financial crisis.

(3) Its decisive and coordinated actions boosted consumer and business 
confidence and supported the first stages of economic recovery.

 z Member countries: It comprises 19 countries plus the European Union.
 z Working:

(1) Each G-20 president invites several guest countries each year.
(2) G20 leaders meet annually. In addition, Finance Ministers and Central Bank 

Governors meet regularly during the year to discuss ways to strengthen the 
global economy, reform international financial institutions, etc.

Significance/ 
Relevance
of  G-20

 z Statistics: Its members account for 85% of the world’s GDP, and two-thirds of 
its population.

 z Model for global cooperation:
(1) The G-20 is an apt model for global cooperation in today’s world.
(2) Its response to the global financial crisis is a testament to the impact G-20 

members can make when working together.
 z Fiscal stimulus: The G-20 introduced trillions of dollars in fiscal stimulus 

packages worldwide, which saved or created millions of jobs that would 
otherwise have been destroyed.

 z Maintaining consumer and business confidence: It also put in place measures 
to limit the collapse of financial markets and helped maintain consumer and 
business confidence.

 z Shift towards sustained global growth:
(1) With the world now free from immediate economic crisis, the G-20 can 

increasingly shift its attention to driving practical actions that will lead to 
sustained global growth.

23 G-20 Summit, 2019
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(2) It also focuses on global issues like climate change and health, energy, 
counter-terrorism, refugees, migration, etc.

Outcomes of 
G-20, 2019

 z G-20 Summit 2019 has 8 different themes: Global Economy, Trade and 
Investment, Innovation, Environment and Energy, Employment, Women's 
Empowerment, Development, Health.

 z Anti-corruption:
(1) It stressed on economic offenders and asked for international cooperation 

on “serious economic offenders” and recovery of stolen assets.
(2) It committed to increasing efforts to combat foreign bribery.

 z Terrorism:
(1) Joint statement-low priority to terrorism, but FATF got due prominence.
(2) It welcomed the UNSC Resolution 2462, which stresses the essential role 

of the FATF.
(3) The declaration called for the full, effective and swift implementation of 

the FATF standards.
 z Climate change:

(1) Signatories to the Paris Agreement on climate change reaffirmed their 
commitment.

(2) The declaration emphasized on providing financial resources to assist 
developing countries for both mitigation and adaptation.

 z U.S-Climate Change: The U.S. which was isolated on climate change for the 
last two summits, was able to make its way to get its position reflected in the 
G-20 statement for the first time.

 z Trade:
(1) Challenge of trade protectionism was acknowledged.
(2) The U.S –China trade war has shifted to trade talks.
(3) Taking note of the growing risks to the global economy, the leaders also 

called for a reform of the World Trade Organization (WTO).
(4) It also urged the IMF and the World Bank Group to continue efforts to 

strengthen borrowers’ capacity in the area of debt recording, monitoring, 
and reporting.

 z BRI: The criticism against the Chinese BRI mainly includes unsustainable 
financing and poor environmental considerations.

 z India refused to sign Osaka Track:
(1) India, South Africa, and Indonesia among others chose not to sign the 

declaration on Osaka Track because it would fundamentally undermine the 
core WTO principles for arriving at consensus-based decisions.

(2) The Osaka Track is an overarching framework promoting cross-border data 
flow with enhanced protections launched by Japan Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe.

(3) India said that it overtly undermined “multilateral" principles of consensus-
based decisions in global trade negotiations, and denied "policy space" for 
digital-industrialization in developing countries.

G-20 outcomes 
for India-Wins 
and losses

 z Less prominence to terrorism: India’s main concern of terrorism was not given 
due prominence.

 z But its concerns on black money, cross-border flow of data, Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) and significance of FATF were given due importance.
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 z ‘5-I’ vision: India also presented “5-I” vision to maximise digital technology for 
social benefit. 

 z The 5 ‘I’s are- Inclusiveness, Indigenisation, Innovation, Investment in 
infrastructure & International cooperation

Criticism on 
G-20

 z Informal structure and No permanent secretariat:
(1) G-20 has a rotating chair and no permanent secretariat.
(2) Thus, agendas are determined each year by the chair and it leads to focus 

on nationally motivated agendas than to agendas agreed by all.
(3) No permanent secretariat =>  difficult to take follow-up of decisions taken 

during the summit.
 z Bias:

(1) It has 20 large and important economies.
(2) It, thus, lead to the dominance of big countries and indirect enforcement of 

their decisions on small countries.
 z Less relevance: It had its relevance during the hostile environment of late 2008 

global financial crisis. Today, there is an absence of such a situation. Some 
experts thus called it less relevant.

 z Diffused focus: Critics argued that it because of multiple issues discussed.
 z Failure in containing protectionism by the USA.

Conclusion  z The G20 has enough potential of delivering practical outcomes if member 
countries use it strategically.

 z G-20 gives the oppotunity for global cooperation in today's uncertain global 
world. This platform should be used to further crisis in global economic system. 

Sources The Hindu, RSTV, Indian express, India today, economic times
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Amended Motor Vehicles Bill 
Why in 
news

 z Amendments to the Motor Vehicles Act was re- introduced in Lok Sabha after it 
lapsed in Rajya Sabha during the previous tenure of the incumbent Govt.

 
More in 
news 
 

 z Provisions of the proposed Amendments
(1) Amendments seek to provide a compensation of INR 5 lakh for death and 

INR 2.5 lakh for grievous injury in a motor vehicle accident case.
(2)  Bill seeks to increase penalties for violations of traffic norms.
(3) Facilitates grant of online learning licence.
(4) Simplified provisions for insurance to provide expeditious help to accident 

victims and their families.
(5) Protection of good samaritans.
(6) Raise the time limit for renewal of driving licence from one month to one 

year before and after the expiry date.
 z Resistance to the Amendments

(1) MP's have raised their concerns over infringement of powers of the State 
governments.

(2) The Minister has responded by stating that provisions in the legislation are 
not binding on States and it is up to them to implement it.

Source The Hindu

Opposition to Dam safety Bill, 2019
Why in 
news

 z There was an introduction of Dam Safety Bill by the Jal Shakti Minister.

 
More in 
news 
 

 z Why the opposition
(1) Since water is a State subject powers of the State governments will be undermined.
(2) Focused on structural safety but not on operational safety.  

 z Govt's Opinion
(1) Uniform safety measures across the country.
(2) Under Article 246 and 56, Centre is empowered to enact a law on the subject.
(3) Also 92% of the dams involve two or more States which requires Unions 

intervention.
Source The Hindu

Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA)
Why in 
news

 z A case of alleged violation of FCRA by Lawyers Collective (LC) probed CBI to 
conduct search operation.

 z The searches have been carried out on the residential and official premises of at 
five places in Delhi and Mumbai.

More in 
news

 z The complaint was launched by the Home Ministry after which the CBI registered 
a case last month.

1 Polity
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  z The Ministry had inspection done and was unsatisfied with the reply they 
received subsequent to which it cancelled its registration in November 2016.

 z The inspection report alleged participation of LC in political activities, diversion 
or misuse of foreign contributions, and their use on air travel and other activities 
for draft legislation meetings, dharnas and advocacy with MPs.

 z Also funds were also spent on air travel and other expenses of employees or 
workers of other organisations and foreigners for attending conferences in 
Kathmandu, Malaysia, Kenya, Vienna, Austria Mission, USA Consultation, Section 
27 Conference, Moscow Consultation and Bangkok Meeting which all constitute 
violation of FCRA.

 z CBI invoked IPC provisions related to criminal conspiracy, criminal breach of trust 
and cheating, besides criminal misconduct under the Prevention of Corruption 
Act.

 z About LC
(1) LC is an NGO working to prohibit discrimination against persons living with 

HIV.
(2) It is registered under the FCRA had received, 32 crore in foreign donations 

between 2006 and 2015.
(3) Senior advocate Indira Jaising and Mr Anand Grover  who are  associated 

with the NGO said that they were targeted  for the human rights work they 
have done is past several years.

Source The Hindu

Shift of 17 OBC to SC list opposed
Why in 
news

 z While replying to a query raised during Zero Hour in Rajya Sabha, Union Minister 
for Social Justice and Empowerment said that the Uttar Pradesh government’s 
move to shift 17 Other Backward Classes (OBCs) to the Schedule Caste list is 
unconstitutional, and it is a transgression of Parliament’s jurisdiction.

 
More in 
news
 

 z Those to be reclassified are Kashyap, Rajbhar, Dhivar, Bind, Kumhar, Kahar, 
Kewat, Nishad, Bhar, Mallah, Prajapati, Dhimar, Batham, Turha, Godia, Manjhi 
and Machua.

 z Earlier UP government had directed District Magistrates and Commissioners to 
issue caste certificates to the 17 OBCs.

What the 
Ministry 
has to say

 z The power to make changes in the SC list rested with Parliament Article 341 
sub-clause (2) of the Constitution. Even the President does not have the power 
to make changes in the list.

 z Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment request the State not to 
make caste certificates on the basis of such orders because they will be dismissed 
by courts and it will be of no help to anyone.

 z These 17 castes would not get the benefits meant for either the OBCs or the SCs 
since the State had no power to make any alteration to the SC list.

 z Union government has issued an advisory stating that the State’s order was 
“unconstitutional” and it should be withdrawn with immediate effect.

Source The Hindu

Motion for freedom of press
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Why in 
news

 z A motion has been moved in the Rajya Sabha by the opposition parties to hold 
a debate on “how to strengthen freedom of press”.

 
More in 
news
 

 z Who all are in favour of the motion
(1) Sixteen parties have signed the motion and the signatories include BJP MP 

Subramanian Swamy, YSR Congress members, Congress, the Trinamool 
Congress and the Left parties among others.

(2) The debate is likely to be initiated by NCP leader Sharad Pawar.
 z Why the need for debate

(1) Opposition parties are receiving complaints that journalists are working 
under severe pressure from the ruling dispensation.

(2) Their freedom to report critically about the government is severely curtailed.
(3) The recent 10% hike in the Customs duty on newsprint and the issue of fake 

new are likely to be raised.
Source The Hindu

Witness Protection Plan
Why in 
news

 z The Odisha government has come up with a special ‘Witness Protection Scheme’ 
and has also published gazette notification for the same.

 z The scheme envisages to provide security to witnesses facing threat during the 
course of a legal battle.

 
More in 
news
 

 z Nitty Gritties of the Scheme
(1) As per the notification a district-level standing committee, is to be constituted.
(2) The committee would be chaired by a district and sessions judge, with the 

district police head as its member and the head of the prosecution in the 
district as its member secretary.

(3) The committee is to take a call on the need for protection.
(4) Has also been made in the scheme.
(5) In appropriate cases, provisions of relocation of the witness to a safer place 

or change of identity of the witness, based on the threat analysis report 
have been incorporated.

(6) A dedicated cell of the State police or Central police agencies will be assigned 
with the duty of implementing the witness protection order.

(7) The Witness Protection Fund proposed to be created will bear the expenses 
incurred during the implementation of the protection order.

(8) If witness lodged a false complaint, the State home department could initiate 
proceedings for recovery of the expenditure from the applicant.

 z Threat Analysis Report
(1) The report is to be submitted by district police chief with regard to the 

seriousness and credibility of the threat to the witness or his/her family 
members if the person applies in a prescribed form.

(2) The threat analysis report, prepared with full confidentiality will reach the 
competent authority within five working days of its order for inquiry.

(3) It is based on the report; the authority will pass an order for protection of 
identity of the witness.

Source The Hindu
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SC seeks centres view over petition filed by Rajya Sabha member 
Why in 
news

 z A special leave petition has been filed by Rajya Sabha MP Jairam Ramesh against 
the decision of the Delhi High Court.

 
More in 
news

 z Previously Delhi High Court rejected his challenge to amendments enacted to 
the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) from 2015 onwards, through 
Finance Acts as ‘Money Bills’.

Why The 
Opposition  

 z Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) was amended on various occasions 
through Ordinary Bills as defined under Article 109 of the Constitution.

 z However, in 2015, 2016 and 2018 the Act has been amended through Money 
Bills.

 z About Money Bill
(1) A Money Bill is deemed to contain only provisions dealing with all or any of 

the matters under clauses (a) to (g) of Article 110(1), largely including the 
appropriation of money from the Consolidated Fund of India and taxation.

(2) In other words, a Money Bill is restricted only to the specified matters and 
cannot include within its ambit any other matter.

Source The Hindu

Foreigners Tribunals
Why in 
news

 z A digital platform will be launched by the Union government to digitise records of 
all persons who will be declared foreigners by the Foreigners Tribunals (FTs) in Assam 
after the final National Register of Citizens (NRC) is published later this month.

 
More in 
news
 

 z The E-Foreigners Tribunals (e-FTs) will store biometrics such as fingerprints and 
iris scans of the identified illegal foreigners which will help the External Affairs 
Ministry to expedite deportation in appropriate cases by reducing paperwork.

 z The platform is aimed at integrating all the nodes such as  FTs, NRC and Border Police.
 z It would not only include data on fresh cases coming up for hearing after the 

final NRC is published but also digitise records dating back to 1985.
 z The details of persons declared foreigners all these years will also be available 

on e-FT.
 z Till February 28, 63,959 persons were declared foreigners through ex parte 

proceedings by the FTs in Assam.
How is the 
move to 
benefit?

 z It would strengthen the judicial process in disposal of cases.
 z It would also help the police in more accurate and to make faster detection, 

prosecution and detention.
Source The Hindu

Now court's verdict in vernacular languages
Why in 
news

 z The Supreme Court will launch a software application which will not only 
translate its judgments but also will provide summaries of the apex court’s 
verdicts into all vernacular languages.

Judiciary
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More in 
news
 

 z The software application intended to be launched by mid-July will benefit the 
public and litigants across the country.

 z The app, similar to Google’s text translation is thebrainchild of Chief Justice of 
India Ranjan Gogoi.

 z On the occasion of Constitution Day function last year President Kovind laud 
the CJI for proposing the initiative to provide certified copies of judgments, 
translated from English to regional languages, to litigants.

Source The Hindu

20 Days deadline on judicial vacancies
Why in 
news

 z A deadline of 20 days has been given by SC  to have States, Union Territories 
and respective High Courts to provide information on the status of filling up of 
judicial vacancies.

 
More in 
news
 

 z The vacancies are to be filled in different cadres of the district and subordinate 
judicial services of the States and Union Territories.

 z The concerned authority of the State Governments/Union Territories and also 
the Registrar Generals of the jurisdictional High Courts shall inform the Secretary 
General of the SC the position with regard to filling up of the vacancies in the 
judicial services in each State.

Source The Hindu

SC on tussle between LG and Legislature
Why in 
news

 z The Supreme Court disposed of a petition filed by Puducherry Lieutenant 
Governor (LG) Kiran Bedi.

 z The petition filed seeked for clarity on the issue of control over bureaucrats 
in the wake of a turf war between the LG’s office and the Chief Minister in the 
Union Territory.

More in 
news

 z A Bench of the SC, led by Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi, said that the appeal 
has been directly brought before the SC against the decision of a single-judge 
Bench of the Madras High Court.

 z The court left it open for the LG to first move to the Division Bench of Madras 
High Court.

 z What Solicitor General had to say
(1) TheSolicitor General repeatedly submitted that the appeal would eventually 

reach the Supreme Court, so the case might as well be heard now by the 
highest court.

(2) Verdict of the Single Judge Bench
(3) The verdict had curbed the LG’s powers in interfering in the day-to-day 

administration of the Union Territory, especially when an elected government 
was in place.

 z LG's Version
(1) The LG had argued that governance came to a standstill after the High Court 

decision in April held ‘incessant’ interference from the LG would amount to 
running a “parallel government.”

(2) The judgment had highlighted that under Articles 239A and 239AA there is a 
differences in the powers conferred on the legislatures of Puducherry and Delhi.
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(3) The above Article symbolises the supremacy of the Legislature above the 
Administrator in the case of the Union Territory of Puducherry.

(4) Unlike Article 239AA, which imposes several restrictions on the legislature of 
Delhi, no such restrictions had been imposed explicitly on Puducherry under 
Article 239A, the High Court had held.

Source The Hindu

Writ petition seeking guidelines for identification of minorities
Why in 
news

 z A writ petition filed in the SC seeking directions to the government on either to 
(1) Frame guidelines for identification of minorities at the States level or
(2) To declare Hindus as Minority in States where they are a real minority.

 More in 
news 
 

 z The petition challenged a notification issued in October 1993 which declared 
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists and Paris’s as ‘Minority’ community 
without conducting any study, research or homework.

About
National 
Commissi-
on for 
Minorities  

 z It is a statutory body set up under the National commission for Minorities Act 
1992.

 z The commission function under the Ministry of Minority Affairs
 z Composition of the Commission 

(1) Chairperson
(2) Vice Chairperson and 
(3) Five members

 z The commission looks into the complains of Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists 
and Zoroastrians (Paris’s) and Jains.

Source The Hindu

Human Rights Courts
Why in 
news

 z A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has been filled in SC over the delay of 
establishment of exclusive human rights courts in each district.

 z The SC has sought response from the Centre, the States and the Union Territories 
on the issue.

 More in 
news
 

 z Human Rights Act
(1) The Human Rights Act provides for establishment of special courts in each 

district for speedy trial of human rights offences.
(2) Section 30 of the Act envisages that a State government, with the concurrence 

of the Chief Justice of High Court, by notification, specify for each district a 
court of session as a court of human rights for the speedy trial of violation of 
rights.

(3)  Section 31 of the Act provides the State government to specify and appoint 
a special public prosecutor in that court.

Source The Hindu

No to declaring Minorities, NCM
Why in 
news

 z Responding to a petition, National Commission of Minorities (NCM) refused to 
declare Hindus a minority community in States where they are not in majority.

More in 
news 

 z The petition was filed 
(1) To frame guidelines for identification of minorities at the State level or 
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(2) Evoking provisions under Section 2(c) of the NCM Act of 1992 to declare Hindus a 
minority in States where they do not form the majority.

 z Sub-committee formed on the issue stated
(1) Section 2(c) of the NCM Act clearly suggests that the commission has no jurisdiction 

to declare minorities which is to be done by the Central government. 
(2) Even the SC in Bal Patil vs Union of India case stated that it is not commissions 

mandate to identify a community as minority.
SC’s 
interpreta-
tion of 
Constitution 
on NCM  

 z Goal of the commissions is to create social conditions where there remains no 
necessity to shield or protect the rights of minorities.

 z The commission to work towards maintaining unity and integrity of India by 
eliminating the need for identifying communities as majority and minority.

 z There will be competing claims for minority status if granted solely based on 
(1) Religious thoughts
(2) Less numerical strength
(3) Lack of health and welfare
(4) Education or power or social rights

About NCM  z Established by the union govt under the National Commission for Minorities 
Act, 1992.

 z Six religious communities those are Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, 
Zoroastrians (Parsis) and Jains have been notified in Gazette of India as minority 
communities.

 z Functions of the Commission 
(1) Evaluate the progress of the development of Minorities under the Union and States.
(2) Make recommendations for the effective implementation of safeguards for 

the protection of the interests of Minorities by the Central Government or 
the State Governments.

(3) Look into specific complaints regarding deprivation of rights and safeguards 
of the Minorities and take up such matters with the appropriate authorities.

 z Composition 
(1) Chairperson
(2) Vice Chairperson
(3) And five Members to be nominated by the Central Government

Source The Hindu

 

Alert issued against insulin pumps
Why in 
news

 z Central Drug Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) which is the apex drug 
regulator, issued an alert after has noted that some models of insulin pumps 
are vulnerable to hackers.

More in 
news

 z Earlier this week U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) also warned about 
cybersecurity risks attached to insulin pumps manufactured by American
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 medical equipment supplier Medtronic.
 z An unauthorised person with technical skills and equipment could potentially 

connect wirelessly to a nearby insulin pump to change the settings and control 
insulin delivery.

 z Advisory by CDSCO
(1) To check and see if the model and software version of their insulin pump is 

affected.
(2) Keeping the insulin pump within the control of patients and caregivers.
(3) Not share their pump serial number and be attentive to pump notifications, 

alarms and alerts.
Source The Hindu

Mismatch between VVPAT and EVM
Why in news  z Election Commission has set up a team to look into the case of mismatch 

between the Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) slips and the Electronic 
Voting Machine (EVM) for the recently concluded general elections.     

 
More in 
news 
 

 z Of the 1.25 crore VVPAT slips counted, 51 or 0.0004% have a mismatch.
 z It is for the first time since 2017 when VVPAT were introduced that such a 

discrepancy has occurred.
 z Under the electoral rules, if there is any discrepancy in the match, the VVPAT 

count prevails.
About 
VVPAT

 z Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail is a machine to verify that the vote polled by 
the voter goes to the correct candidate.

 z VVPAT generates a slip showing the details of the candidate to whom the voter 
has voted.

 z VVPAT slip is shown to the voter for 7 seconds after which it drops in an under cabinet
 z Counting of the slip is monitored by the returning officer.
 z It is second line of verification useful in time when allegation around Electronic 

Voting Machines crop up.
Source The Hindu

 ADR Report on 2019 Election 
Why in news  z A report has been released by Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) on 

2019 Lok Sabha Elections.
More in 
news 

 z Analysis of the report stated that
(1) Winners of 2019 Lok Sabha Election

 z 341 (63%) winners got 50% or more of the total votes polled in their 
constituencies. 

 z 201 (37%) won with less than 50%.
(2) How the major parties performed

 z Of the 303 BJP winners, 79 won with less than 50% of the votes.
 z While 224 (74%) got more than 50% vote-share in their respective 

constituencies.
 z Of the 225 re-elected winners, 160 (71%) had won with more than 50% 

of the votes.
 z 52 Congress winners, 34 got less than 50% of the votes and 18 MPs got 

more than 50%.
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(3) Candidates with criminal case
 z Of the 233 winners who had declared criminal cases against them, 

115won against runners-up with clean records.
 z Of the winners with declared criminal cases, 132 (57%) won with 50% 

or more vote-share.
(4) Millionaires MP's

 z The report added that of the 475 crorepati winners, only 54 had defeated 
non-crorepati runners-up. Of those, five winners had won by more than 
30% of the votes polled.

 z On the other hand, only 48 non-crorepati winners had won against 
crorepati runners-up,

 z 21 of them with more than 50% vote-share. Of the crorepati winners, 313 
(66%) won with a vote-share of 50% and above

(5) Women's Representation
 z 78 women elected to the Lok Sabha, which is the highest-ever.
 z The highest margin of victory (51.3%) was secured by BJP’s Darshana 

Vikram Jardosh in Surat, Gujarat. She was also the winner with the highest 
vote-share, at 74%.

Source The Hindu

 Himalayan Conclave
Why in 
news

 z A conclave of Himalayan States was held in Mussoorie.
 z The demands raised by the states include creation of a separate Ministry to 

deal with their endemic problems and Green Bonus. 
 
More in 
news 
 

 z Rationale Behind the Green Bonus
(1) The region is source to many of Indian rivers.
(2) Significant role played by the states in Prime Ministers water conservation initiative.
(3) Large areas of the states fall into eco-sensitive zones which has adversely 

impacted their economic growth. 
(4) Cost of development schemes in the Himalayan states is high.
(5) Himalayan states having dual responsibility of maintaining economic 

development and ecological balance.
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Source The Hindu

A Repository of Photographs
Why in 
news

 z The Central Govt intends to create a repository of photographs of criminals in 
the country

 z The Govt has also planned to put a system in place to track missing children and 
unidentified dead bodies  through facial recognition.

 
More in 
news
 

 z Automated Facial Recognition System (AFRS)
(1) The bids for  AFRS has been invited by NCRB.
(2) AFRS is a system that can capture face images from CCTV feed and generate 

alerts if a blacklist match is found.
(3) Facial recognition system shall be installed in cameras identified by the 

authority. These cameras identified shall be installed at critical locations 
finalised by the authority.

(4) To begin with, a repository of 1.5 crore criminals  is being planned.
(5) The system would also enable handheld mobile with applications to capture 

a face on the field and get the matching result from the backend server.
 z What are the concerns raised: The repository needs to be protected against

(1) Unauthorised access to database or application,
(2) Accidental modifications or deletions,
(3) Confidentiality,
(4) Integrity and availability breaches of data during data transport and physical storage,
(5) Encryption/decryption engine.

Source The Hindu

Can Illegal migrants be given refugees status?
Why in 
news

 z The Supreme Court is to examine a “substantial question” from the Union 
government on whether illegal immigrants could even be considered for 
‘refugee’ status.

 z This move is subsequent to a petition filed by two Rohingya men against the 
government’s proposal to deport their 40,000-strong community to their native 
land of Myanmar.

More in 
news

 z About Rohingya
(1) The Rohingya, who fled to India after violence in the State of Rakhine in Myanmar.
(2) They are at present settled in Jammu, Hyderabad, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, 

Delhi-NCR and Rajasthan.
 z Petitioner's Plea

(1) Petitioner's primary prayers made in the petitions were to stop any proposed 
deportation and allow the community rights under the international law.

(2) Deportation would violate India’s commitment to international conventions 
that recognise the ‘Principle of Non-Refoulement’

 z Principle of Non-Refoulement- This principle of customary international law 
prohibits the deportation of refugees to a country where they face a threat to 
their lives.

 z Centre’s move to deport illegal migrants violated the constitutional guarantee 
that the Indian State should “protect the life and liberty of every human being, 
whether citizen or not”.
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  z What UNHCR and NHRC have to say
(1) UNHCR conducted intensive questioning of the immigrants to determine 

whether they had fled persecution or if they had crossed across forsheer 
economic interests. If the former, they were granted refugee status.

(2) UNHRC report of 2016 on rights violations and abuses against Rohingya 
Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar had noted successive patterns of 
serious rights violations.

(3) The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) had also issued notice to 
the government on the proposed deportation.

 z Govts View:Is to first settle the question of whether illegal immigrants can be 
granted refugee status?

Source The Hindu

 

Rhino protection force deployed in Kaziranga
Why in 
news

 z The special protection force is trained to combat poachers and understand 
animal behaviour was deployed in the Kaziranga National Park (KNP).

More in 
news

 z Among the 82-member Special Rhino Protection Force (SRPF) eight are women.
 z The SRPF is basically a tiger protection force named after the rhino since the 

threat of poaching is more for the one-horned herbivore.
 z The recruits were trained at the Forest Guard School in eastern Assam’s Makum 

and have also underwent weapons training at the 9th Assam Police Battalion in 
Nagaon district.

 z KNP is spread across spread across 430 sq.km, encompasses eight ranges under 
two wildlife divisions
(1) Eastern Assam and
(2) Biswanath — straddling the river Brahmaputra.

Source The Hindu

Tamil Nadu state Butterfly
Why in 
news?

 z Tamil yeoman (Cirrochroathais) or the ‘Tamizh Maravan’ is notified as the 
states Butterfly

More in 
news

 z The Tamil yeoman was chosen after both the T.N. Forest Department and 
conservation groups decided to work together to identify a butterfly species 
that could be “iconic, easily recognisable and easy to spot,” to serve as another 
symbol of the State.

 z The State has already notified
(1) Tree Palm as the state tree
(2) Emerald Dove as the state Bird
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(3) Gloriosa as the state flower
(4) Nilgiri Tahr as the state animal

Source The Hindu

Water conservation Project
Why in 
news

 z The Delhi Cabinet has approved a project for conservation of water by creating 
small ponds in the Yamuna floodplains.

More in 
news

 z The move is aimed at addressing the “water problem” of the city.
 z Yamuna has a vast floodplain making it idle location for potential water 

conservation.
 z No construction or use of cement will be involved and regular flow of Yamuna 

will not be touched to harness maximum potential for water conservation.
 z Also, rainwater harvesting has been made mandatory for all government 

buildings.
Source The Hindu

Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 2019
Why in news  z The proposed Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2019, makes 

the District Magistrate (DM) the chairperson of an expert authority, or the 
District Environment Impact Assessment Authority (DEIAA).

 z DEIAA is mandated with according environment clearance for “minor” mining 
projects.

More in 
news

 z About EIA 2019
(1) The EIA 2019 aims to be an update of the EIA 2006 which accommodates 

many of NGT awards.
(2) The notification prescribes that the environmental clearance for 

infrastructure projects that have the potential to significantly alter or impact 
forests, river basins or other ecologically sensitive regions seek permission 
from the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) and experts 
appointed by it.

(3) Appraisal of the project is done by an expert committees constituted by the 
MoEF, those below a certain size are appraised by State-level authorities 
called the State Environment Impact Assessment Authority (SEIAA).

(4) In 2016, the Ministry further delegated the authority to grant clearances 
for up to five hectares of individual mining lease of minor minerals and 25 
hectares in clusters, to the DEIAA.

 z What is the issue raised.
(1) District Magistrate (DM) in the State is also the ‘District Mining officer’ who 

is tasked with executing mining licence deeds. These officers usually had a 
“target” to collect revenues from mining activities.

(2) Making the DM the chairman (of the DEIAA) would be self-serving for grant 
of environmental clearance.

(3) DM doesn’t have technical expertise in matters of environment and ecology.
Source The Hindu

CPCB pulls up 52 firms over handling of waste
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Why in 
news

 z The 52 companies questioned by Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) include 
Amazon, Flipkart, Danone Foods and Beverages and Patanjali Ayurved Limited.

 z These companies are questioned for not specifying a time line or a plan to 
collect the plastic waste that results from their business activities.

More in 
news

 z In a notice posted on the website of the CPCB which stated that these 52 
companies hadn’t yet registered at the online portal and disclosed their disposal 
plans.

 z The Notice also warned that failing to do so would invite action against the 
defaulters.

What the 
rules have 
to say

 z The Plastic Waste Management Rules, 2016
(1) Companies that use plastic in their processes — packaging and production 

— have a responsibility to ensure that any resulting plastic waste is safely 
disposed off.

(2) Extended Producers Responsibility (EPR)- mandates that the companies 
have to specify collection targets as well as a time line for this process within 
a year of the rules coming into effect on March 2016.

(a) The plastic waste can be collected by the company or outsourced to an 
intermediary.

(b) The Rules also mandate the responsibilities of local bodies, Gram 
Panchayats, waste generators and retailers to manage such waste.

Status So 
Far

 z In spite of these laws, India has made little progress in managing its plastic waste.
 z According to CPCB estimates in 2015, Indian cities generate about 15,000 tonnes 

of plastic waste per day and about 70% of it ends up as waste.
 z Nearly 40% of the plastic waste is neither collected nor recycled and ends up 

polluting the land and water.
 z Plastic packaging are one of the key contributors to plastic waste.
 z The National Green Tribunal earlier this year hauled up 25 States and Union 

Territories for not following its orders on submitting a plan by April 30, 2019, 
on how they would comply with the Plastic Waste Management Rules of 2016.

 z They stand to potentially pay a fine of INR 1 crore.
Source The Hindu

Plan Bee
Why in 
news

 z Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) was awarded the best innovation prize by 
Indian Railways for the 2018-19 fiscal.

 z The prize was awarded for Plan Bee.
More in 
news

 z About Plan Bee
(1) It is an amplifying system imitating the buzz of a swarm of honey bees to 

keep wild elephants away from railway tracks.
(2) A device was subsequently designed to generate the amplified sound of 

honey bees audible from 700-800 metres.
(3) Team tested the honey bee buzz on a domestic elephant in north-eastern 

Assam’s Rangapara.
(4) The second test at a tea estate under Rangiya Division proved successful on 

a herd of wild elephants.
 z There are 29 earmarked elephant corridors with the operating zone of NFR 

spread across the north-eastern states and parts of Bihar and West Bengal.
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 z Trains are required to slow down at these corridors and adhere to speed 
specified on signs.

 z Elephants have ventured into the path of trains even in non-corridor areas, 
often leading to accidents resulting in elephant deaths.

 z As many as 67 elephants deaths have occurred between 2013 to June 2019, 
Most of these cases were reported from Assam and northern West Bengal.

Source The Hindu

Ports and Sea level Rise
Why in news  z As per the data presented in the Lok Sabha by the Ministry of Earth Sciences, 

Diamond Harbour in West Bengal recorded the maximum sea level increase.

More in 
news

 z The Port is one of 13 major ports of India located at the mouth of river Hooghly.
 z Revelation Of Recent studies

(1) Sea level rise in the country has been estimated to be 1.3 mm per year along 
India’s coasts during the last 40-50 years.

(2) At Diamond Harbour the rise was almost five times higher at 5.16 mm per 
year.

(3) The mean sea level rise for Diamond Harbour was based on recordings over 
the period between 1948 to 2005.

(4) This is followed by Kandla port in Gujarat where the sea level rise was 3.18 
(1950 to 2005), followed by Haldia in West Bengal, which recorded a sea 
level rise of 2.89 mm a year (1972 to 2005).

(5) Port Blair also recorded a sea level rise of 2.20 mm per year (1916-1964).
 z Reason for the rise in Sea Levels

(1) Global warming which is the prime reason not only does it lead to melting 
of ice and glaciers but also causes internal expansion of water in oceans and 
thus a rise in the sea level.

(2) Climate change and global warming are causing heavy rainfall and 
temperature extremes like heat waves and shifts in semi-arid regions.

(3) As per the fifth assessment report of the International Panel on Climate 
Change, the global sea level was rising at an average rate of 1.8 mm per 
year over the last century.

(4) Going by the data from the Ministry of Earth Sciences, four ports — Diamond 
Harbour, Kandla, Haldia and Port Blair — recorded a higher sea level rise 
than the global average.

(5) Chennai and Mumbai recorded a sea level rise far below the global and the 
national averages at 0.33 mm per year (1916-2005) and 0.74 mm (1878-
2005) respectively.

 z Consequences of Sea Level rise
(1) It exacerbate the impacts of coastal hazards such as storm surge, tsunami, 

coastal floods, high waves.
(2) Coastal erosion can also be caused in the low lying coastal areas in addition 

to causing gradual loss of coastal land to sea.
(3) According to experts, the sea level rise is higher in West Bengal, particularly 

in the Sunderbans delta because of the deltaic sediment deposition as a 
result of the mixing of fresh water and saline water.

Source The Hindu
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Fallout of NW -1 on Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary.
Why in 
news

 z The issue of vessels passing through National Waterway-1 connecting Haldia to 
Varanasi was raised in parliament.

More in 
news

 z The concerns raised are that the National Waterway-1 passes through countries 
only dolphin reserve i.e. . The Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS).

 z The Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin Sanctuary (VGDS), extends from Sultanganj 
to Kahalganj on the Ganga in Bihar is the only dolphin sanctuary in the country 
and the Sultanganj-Kahalgaon stretch of National Waterway-1 passes through it.

 z Experts have pegged the population of the Ganges dolphin in VGDS from 150 
to 200.

 z Mitigation measures to be undertaken are  -
(1) Vessel speed would be restricted to 2.7 knots in Vikramshila Gangetic Dolphin 

Sanctuary (VGDS) area to reduce the noise generation from propeller.
(2) lf any aquatic mammal/dolphin is spotted, then the measures will be taken 

to push it away through sirens/signals.
(3) The other mitigation measures, include fitting vessels with propeller guards 

and dolphin deflectors to minimise dolphin accidents and using non-toxic 
paints for painting vessels.

(4) The mitigations are based on Comprehensive Environmental and Social 
lmpact Assessment (ESIA) study on National Waterway-I including on 
stretches falling within VGDS.

 z What experts have to say
(1) Dolphins are difficult to spot and even after they are spotted if sirens are 

sounded it will not only disturb them more but also a number of other 
migratory birds and aquatic fauna.

(2) Using the Ganga for navigation will be detrimental to the biodiversity of 
the river as it requires dredging the river bed which invariably disturbs the 
ecosystem and river geo morphology.

Source The Hindu

Blue Flag Certification
Why in 
news

 z The Union Environment Ministry has selected 12 beaches in India as eligible 
candidates for a ‘Blue Flag’ certification.

 z The Blue Flag certification is an international recognition conferred on beaches 
that meet certain criteria of cleanliness and environmental propriety.

More in 
news

 z The beaches shorted listed are at Shivrajpur (Gujarat), Bhogave (Maharashtra), 
Ghoghla (Diu), Miramar (Goa), Kasarkod and Padubidri (Karnataka), Kappad 
(Kerala), Eden (Puducherry), Mamallapuram (Tamil Nadu), Rushikonda (Andhra 
Pradesh), Golden (Odisha), and Radhanagar (Andaman & Nicobar Islands).

 z 33 criteria to qualify for a Blue Flag certification
(1) Some of these are - waste disposal facilities, disabled-friendly facilities, first 

aid equipment and no access to pets in the main areas of the beach.
(2) Some criteria are voluntary and some compulsory.
(3) India is set to apply for certification for two beaches, at Shivrajpur and Ghogla.
(4) Beaches are given the qualification for a year and must apply annually to 

continue meriting the right to fly the flag at their locations.
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 z Efforts undertaken by the Ministry to back the candidates
(1) They have allowed structures such container toilet blocks, change rooms, 

shower panels, mini greywater treatment plants in an enclosed structure.
(2) Mini solid waste recycling plants.
(3) Off-grid solar photovoltaic panels to come up, provided they are a minimum 

10 metres from the high tide line.
 z About The Blue Flag Programme

(1) The programme is for beaches and marinas run by the international, non-
governmental, non-profit organisation FEE (the Foundation for Environmental 
Education).

(2) It started in France in 1985 and has been implemented in Europe since 1987, 
and in areas outside Europe since 2001.

(3) When South Africa joined Japan and South Korea are the only countries in 
South and southeastern Asia to have Blue Flag beaches.

(4) Spain tops the list with 566 such beaches; Greece and France follow with 515 
and 395, respectively.

Source The Hindu

Opposition to Manual for Drought Management
Why in 
news

 z A demand has been raised by the All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) for  scraping  the 
Manual for Drought Management, 2016.

 z The Manual has changed the way that droughts are declared and the 
circumstances under which Central help can be sought by affected States.

More in 
news

 z This monsoon season over half the country’s land area still faces rainfall deficits 
of more than 20% as per India Meteorological Department latest data.

 z The New parameters as per Manual for Drought Management 2016 -
 z States are required to assess conditions using five indicators:

(1) Rainfall
(2) Agriculture
(3) Soil moisture
(4) Hydrology
(5) Crop health

(a) The Manual allows States to request for support from the National 
Disaster Response Fund if a drought is declared as “severe”.

(b) This can only happen if three impact indicators (apart from rainfall) fall 
into the “severe” category.

Geograp-
hical Extent
 of Drought

 z Saurashtra and Kutch are the worst affected region, with a 60% deficit as of 
June 16, followed by Gangetic West Bengal, parts of Rajasthan, Haryana and 
Kerala.

 z Across the Deccan peninsula — in Marathwada, Vidarbha, Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana and Tamil Nadu — the deficits hover in the 30-35% range.

Concerns 
raised by 
AIKS

 z The Sabha has stated that the areas in which the deficit may not be high now, 
the rain has come late, affecting the sowing and growing of crops.

 z The condition to be meat under the Manual for Drought Management are so 
stringent area may not be officially declared as facing a severe drought even 
while its farmers are suffering.
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 z They have asserted that before 2016,a drought year was considered when in a 
year in a particular area if there were deficient rainfall and the crop yield was 
less than 50% of the average of the previous 10 years.

Source The Hindu

The New Normal
Why in 
news

 z The India Meteorological Department (IMD) is likely to revise downward by 2% 
the quantity of ‘normal’ monsoonal rain.

More in 
news

 z Were this change to happen, the definition of ‘normal’ rainfall could dip below 
88 cm, unprecedented since 1950.

 z About LPA
(1) This is the average rainfall that the country got from 1960-2010.
(2) Normal - 89 cm of monsoon rain from June to September.
(3) Below normal rains - rainfall less than 95% of the normal.
(4) Droughts - Rainfall was less than 90% of the normal.

Why the 
Need for 
downward 
Revision

 z The IMD routinely updates ‘normal’ rain every 10-12 years.
 z These changes can take nearly 5 years to reflect in the IMD official forecasts.
 z This time the change could be reflected by 2021 after taking into account the 

monsoon rainfall from 1970-2020.
 z There is also dip in average rainfall largely due to surge in drought and depressed 

rainfall since 2000.
Status of 
Monsoon 
in India

 z 13 out of the last 18 years have seen ‘below normal’ rains.
 z 2002, 2004, 2009, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 have been years of drought.
 z Research into monsoon

(1) Experts have suggested rise and fall in average rainfall over 30 to 40 yrs. cycle since 1900.
(2) Since the 1990s, India is in a ‘low epoch’ meaning that average rainfall has 

been below normal.
(3) Global warming has generally made Indian rainfall more erratic and prone 

to bursts of intense rainfall or long periods of drought.
Present 
Monsoon

 z This year the IMD has forecast monsoon rains to be 96% of the long period 
average (LPA), just shy of ‘below normal’ rainfall.

 z It has been 16% short over India so far, largely due to a shortfall in June thou it 
improved in July.

 z The IMD has also forecasted a pick-up in the coming days due to a ‘monsoon 
pulse’ in Southern India. Kerala, the Konkan coast, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh
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will see heavy rainfall.
Source The Hindu

Special Envoy visits India
Why in news  z The United Nations Special Envoy on Climate Change "Luis Alfonso de Alba" 

met Union Environment and Forests Minister and discussed India’s initiatives to 
meet its climate commitments.

More in 
news

 z Luis Alfonso de Alba has been appointed by UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres as his climate envoy.

 z United Nations Climate Summit is scheduled in New York in September ahead 
of which the Special Envoy is visiting several countries and urging them to do 
more to ensure that global warming does not exceed 1.5 degrees Celsius.

 z India's contribution in combating Global Warming
(1) Creation of 80,000 MW of renewable power and has also set a target of 

achieving 175,000 MW by 2022.
(2) Reduction in energy intensity by 21%.
(3) Distribution of 70 million gas cylinders under the Ujjwala scheme which has 

helped save trees and undertaking simultaneous increase in tree cover.
 z UN's Clean Air Initiative

(1) It is to call upon Govts in achieve air quality that is safe for citizens.
(2) Also to align climate change and air pollution policies by 2030.

Source The Hindu

Spikes to deter Jumbos
Why in 
news

 z A committee recommended to National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) for installing 
spikes on Electric poles to discourage elephants from uprooting them and 
getting electrocuted.

More in 
news

 z The committee was set up by the Union Environment Ministry as Elephant 
deaths from electrocution have emerged as a major challenge.

 z Other committee Recommendations
(1) A nationwide strategy for long-term planning of electricity grid networks.
(2) Planning to include state-of-the-art wildlife protection equipment.
(3) Burring transmission lines where ever possible.
(4) Heights of the transmission lines are to be further elevated.
(5) Poles in forests and wildlife sanctuaries will be specifically installed with 

such spikes.
(6) Immediate fixing of sagging transmission lines and cables in protected 

areas.
Source The Hindu

Tiger Census
Why in 
news

 z Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the 4th National Tiger Estimation (Tiger 
census) witnessing a jump of more than three times since the last census of 2014.

More in 
news

 z How states have performed
(1) Madhya Pradesh saw the highest number at 526 closely followed by 

Karnataka and Uttarakhand
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(2) All other States saw a positive increase except to Chhattisgarh and Mizoram 
which saw a decline in tiger population.

 z Tiger Reserves
(1) Pench Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh recorded the highest number of tigers 

and also the best managed tiger reserve in the country. Chhattisgarh was the least 
performing State in reserve management.

(2) Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu registered the maximum 
improvement since 2014.

(3) Dampa reserve in Mizoram and Rajaji reserve in Uttarakhand were the 
least performers with a score of 42.97% and 44.53% respectively.

 z About the Survey
(1) The survey is conducted once in 4 years making it 4th since 2006.
(2) The survey was conducted over a time period of 15 months by forest 

officials surveying vast stretches of forested habitat, installing thousands 
of camera traps and wildlife biologists ferreting through 35 million images.

(3) A score of 41% and above was marked as fair and those 75% and above 
rated very good.

 z “Pench” leading with example
(1) The reserve has season-wise biodiversity plan.
(2) For managing security they have flying squads and tactical patrolling for 

managing security.
(3) Officials held regular meetings with the local communities.
(4) Funds collected from tourism were used for conservation purposes.

Source The Hindu
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U.S. Senate passes a legislative provision to give India NATO ally-like 
statu

Why is it in 
news?

 z The U.S. Senate has passed a legislative provision that brings India at par with 
America’s NATO allies and countries like Israel and South Korea for increasing 
defence cooperation.

More in 
news

 z The National Defense Authorisation Act was passed by the U.S. Senate.
 z What will the amendment do?: The amendment provides for increased U.S.-

India defense cooperation in the Indian Ocean in the areas of humanitarian 
assistance, counterterrorism, counter-piracy and maritime security.

 z Bill to Law: The bill would be signed into law after both the chambers of the 
U.S. Congress- the House of Representatives and the Senate- passes it. 

Source The Hindu

India urges Commonwealth to readmit Maldives as member 
Why is it in 
news?

 z India has urged the Commonwealth to expedite readmission of the Maldives as 
a member country. 

More in 
news

 z 19th Commonwealth Foreign Affairs Ministers Meeting:
(1) External Affairs Minister conveyed India’s stand at the 19 Commonwealth 

Foreign Affairs Ministers Meeting in London.
(2) The Minister called for fast-tracking of the process of readmission of the 

Maldives to the Commonwealth. 
(3) The support came weeks after Mr. Modi visited Male in his first overseas trip 

after his re-election. 
 z Withdrawal of Maldives from commonwealth: The Maldives withdrew from 

the Commonwealth during the tenure of President Abdullah Yameen in 2016 
after the Commonwealth expressed serious concern over the deteriorating 
human rights situation in the country. 

The 
Commonw-
ealth

 z Voluntary association:
(1) It is a voluntary association of 53 independent and equal sovereign states.
(2) Member countries are supported by a network of more than 80 

intergovernmental, civil societies, cultural and professional organisations.
 z Home to 2.4 billion people:

(1) It is home to 2.4 billion people and includes both advanced economies and 
developing countries. 

(2) Thirty-one of our members are small states, many of which are island 
nations.

 z Vision: To help create and sustain a Commonwealth that is mutually respectful, 
resilient, peaceful and prosperous and that cherishes equality, diversity and 
shared values. 

International Relation3
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 z Mission: To support member governments and partner with the broader 
Commonwealth family and others to improve the well-being of all 
Commonwealth citizens and to advance their shared interests globally. 

 z Commonwealth Charter: Its basis is shared values and principles which are 
inscribed in the Commonwealth Charter.

 z Last country to join it: Rwanda- joined in 2009.
Source The Hindu

India says Iran oil imports not stopped.
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recent statement from the government indicating that there is still some 
confusion in India’s position on stopping oil imports from Iran in line with 
sanctions by the United States.

 z Government said that it does not propose to cancel trade, including oil imports, 
from Iran.

More in 
news

 z India’s stand on the question of external pressure:
(1) India maintained stand that its bilateral relations with Iran stand on their 

own and are not influenced by India’s relations with any third country.
(2) The MEA’s answer reflects India’s traditional position but is at considerable 

variance from the stand taken last week at the G20 where India told U.S. that 
it reduced its intake of Iranian oil in accordance with Washington’s request to 
“zero out” Iranian oil imports after May 2.

 z Considerable reduction: Iranian oil imports had in fact dropped but that the 
decision to reduce oil imports was based on “commercial considerations and 
national interest”.

Source The Hindu

India, Russia discuss space cooperation.
Why is it in 
news?

 z India and Russia explored the “possibilities for production of space systems in 
India” during the discussions between Indian NSA Ajit Doval and the visiting 
Director-General of Russia’s space agency ROSCOSMOS and former Deputy 
Prime Minister Dmitry Rogozin.

More in 
news

 z Cooperation in futuristic technologies: 
(1) Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said that cooperation in futuristic 

technologies, including new space systems, rocket engines, propellants 
and propulsion systems, spacecraft and launch vehicle technology was also 
discussed.

(2) The discussions covered all aspects of India-Russia space cooperation.
 z Strategic approach:Both sides decided to take a strategic approach to elevate 

bilateral cooperation to the next level keeping in mind the privileged partnership 
and India’s priorities such as Make in India programme.

 z Increase in exchanges:
(1) There has been an increase in exchanges between the two space agencies as 

India rushes to finalise the details of the Gaganyaan Mission.
(2) It will carry Indian astronaut to space in 2022, to coincide with the country’s 

75th anniversary of Independence. 
 z Full support:
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(1) Russia has promised all assistance for India’s human space flight mission 
Gaganyaan.

(2) In addition, the Russian side stated that they would like to see India 
participate in the International Space Station, and offered its full support for 
this purpose.

Source The Hindu

Indo-Afghan trade 
Why is it in 
news?

 z The government’s decision to slash its allocation for Iran’s Chabahar port by 
two-thirds in the latest Budget will be a further blow to India-Afghan trade.

 z India-Afghan trade is already hit by Pakistan’s decision to ban airspace rights to 
most flights to and from India, and U.S. sanctions on Iran.

More in 
news

 z Budget 2019-2020 allocation:The government, which had been allocating Rs 
150 crore for the port each year for the past few years, has slashed its allocation 
to just Rs. 45 crore in the Budget for 2019-2020. 

 z Reasons given by Ministry of External Affairs (MEA):
(1) It said that the figure reflected a readjustment in the budgetary allocation 

based on a realistic assessment of likely expenditure to be incurred this 
financial year.

(2) It indicates that India does not anticipate developing Chabahar port at the 
same pace as earlier.

 z Waiver of little help:
(1) Technically, the U.S. has issued India a waiver to develop Chabahar port, to 

promote trade with Afghanistan as a part of its “South Asia” strategy. 
(2) In practice, however, the cancellation of all waivers for oil and crippling 

economic sanctions imposed by the Trump administration resulted in frozen 
deals. 

(3) Afghan banks are hesitant to open credit lines for shipments and shippers, 
and cargo handlers are staying away from servicing the Iranian port.

Source The Hindu

India- Pakistan relations
Why is it in 
news?

 z U.S. President Donald Trump offered to mediate the decades-long Kashmir 
dispute between India and Pakistan, saying Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
asked him to.

More in 
news

 z What Trump said?:He can help and can act as a mediator if both countries agree 
to it. 

 z Shift in stand:His statement signalled a shift in long-standing policy that the 
issue must be solved bilaterally.

 z Pakistan stand: Mr. Khan welcomed Mr. Trump’s remarks and said if the U.S. 
agreed, prayers of more than a billion people will be with him.

 z India’s long-standing stand: India maintains that the Kashmir issue is a bilateral 
one and no third party has any role.

Source The Hindu

Pakistan reopens its airspace after 6 months.
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Why is it in 
news?

 z In a massive relief for air travelers as well as the airline sector, Pakistan reopened 
its airspace for all flights after a gap of six months since the IAF’s strikes on 
Balakot. 

More in 
news

 z Longer route: The curb meant airlines had to take a longer route to reach their 
destinations and burn more fuel, stop midway for refueling as well as roster 
more pilots and cabin crew, as their duty hours are regulated. 

 z Increase in operational costs: An increase in fuel expenses, which constitutes 
40% of an airline’s operational costs, resulted in an increase in fares and in some 
cases cancellation of flights, leaving passengers with fewer options to choose 
from.

 z Benefits:
(1) The move will benefit Indian carriers as well as those airlines that enter or 

exit Pakistan from its eastern border with India, such as Southeast Asian 
airlines, as Pakistan had lifted its curbs for most other airlines. 

(2) Until now, only two of the 11 routes between the two countries had been 
opened by Pakistan.

(3) With the reopening of Pakistan’s airspace, aircraft utilization will go up and 
crew requirement will come down by 25%. 

(4) Operational costs for the U.S.-bound flight may come down by Rs. 20 lakh 
one way, and for the Europe-bound flights by Rs 5 lakh.

Source The Hindu

Kartarpur Sahib Corridor 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Pakistan agreed to give year-long visa-free access for Indian pilgrims to the holy 
Gurdwara of Kartarpur Sahib.

More in 
news

 z 2nd formal meeting:The Ministry of External Affairs said in a statement that the 
agreement was reached at the second formal meeting held at Wagah, at which 
India took up the presence of Khalistan supporters in Pakistani territory.

 z Details of the agreement:
(1) It was agreed to allow visa-free travel for the Indian passport-holders and 

OCI card-holders seven days a week. 
(2) Throughout the year, 5,000 pilgrims will be allowed to visit the Kartarpur 

Sahib Gurdwara per day. 
(3) The pilgrims will be allowed to travel as individuals or in groups and also on foot.

 z Permit system:India proposed that the holy shrine be open to Indian citizens of 
all faiths. However, Pakistan reiterated that there will be provision for a permit 
system for the pilgrims traveling through the religious corridor.

 z Special occasions: India urged that at least 5,000 pilgrims be allowed to visit the 
Gurdwara and insisted that 10,000 more be allowed to visit on special occasions 
and festivals.

 z Preventing misuse: India also asked Pakistan to prevent Khalistan supporters 
from misusing this historic initiative.

 z Preparatory work:
(1) Preparatory work under way on both sides of the border for the 550th birth 

anniversary of Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism. 
(2) India claimed that significant progress had been made in building the 

infrastructure needed to handle the pilgrims from India.
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 z Plea for ‘Nagar Kirtan’:India also urged Pakistan to allow ‘Nagar Kirtan’ from 
Delhi to Nankana Sahib in Pakistan in July and during October-November 2019 
as part of the celebrations to mark the birth of the first Sikh Guru. 

Source The Hindu

Pakistan cracks down on Hafiz Saeed amid growing international 
pressure 

Why is it in 
news?

 z Pakistani authorities announced a crackdown against Hafiz Saeed, leader of the 
group blamed for deadly attacks on Mumbai in 2008, amid growing international 
pressure to act against militant groups.

More in 
news

 z Pakistan’s response: The counter-terrorism department said the action was in 
accordance with UN sanctions against the individuals and entities. 

 z The move follows pressure from the Financial Action Task Force (FATF), which 
last year placed Pakistan on its "grey list" of countries with inadequate controls 
over money laundering and terrorism financing.

 z The international watchdog gave Pakistan an October deadline last month to 
improve its efforts against terrorism financing.

 z The FATF has said Pakistan could end up on the black list when it reviews 
progress in a meeting later this year.

 z Previous superfluous attempts:
(1) Pakistan has long faced international pressure to shut off financing to 

militant groups operating from its soil and has repeatedly pledged action 
but results have been patchy and have failed to satisfy critics.

(2) Pakistan has long denied accusations from Washington, New Delhi and 
others that it nurtures and supports Islamist militants in line with foreign 
policy goals in neighboring Afghanistan and the disputed Kashmir region.

Source The Hindu

 

U.S. EB-5 applications
Why is it in 
news?

 z The United States has decided to effect a steep increase in the application fee 
for its Immigrant Investor Visa Programme, EB-5.

More in 
news

 z Proposed changes: The date of the new fee implementation and details of the 
final regulation will be known in the next 60 days through a publication in the 
Federal Register.

 z EB-5:
(1) As of now, EB-5 could probably be the quickest legal route available for 

immigrants to get Green Card and permanent residency in the U.S. 
(2) Large numbers of Indians are motivated to apply for EB-5 in order to improve 

their children’s education and employment prospects. 
(3) Since a whole family could receive green cards from just a single application, the 

arithmetic of an EB-5 investment might still make sense in the event of a fee hike.

International Events
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•	 India has a large number of families and entrepreneurs who are keen to take 
this route, especially when H-1B visa is under stringent scrutiny. 

Source The Hindu

U.S. - Taliban talks
Why is it in 
news?

 z The U.S. special envoy for peace in Afghanistan wound up the 7th round of talks 
he has held with the Taliban in Qatar, after signs of progress in efforts to end the 
longest war the United States has ever fought.

More in 
news

 z United States and the Taliban deal:The United States and the Taliban are getting 
closer to a deal that is expected to be centered on a U.S. promise to withdraw 
troops in exchange for a Taliban promise not to let Afghanistan be used as a base 
for terrorism.

 z Zero civilian causalities:
(1) The Taliban have refused to negotiate with the government, denouncing it as 

a U.S. puppet.
(2) But in an effort to foster Afghan reconciliation, a 60-strong delegation of 

citizens met the Taliban for two days of talks in Qatar.
(3) The two sides said in a joint statement that they had agreed to a roadmap 

and were both “committed to respect and protect the dignity of people, 
their life and property and to minimize the civilian casualties to zero”.

(4) The two sides also promised to guarantee the security of public institutions 
such as schools, hospitals, and markets.

 z Taliban control and influence: The Taliban controls and influences more territory 
than at any point since they were ousted in 2001.

Source The Hindu

Bill to relax green card cap passed
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The U.S. House of Representatives passed (365-65) the Fairness for High-Skilled 
Immigrants Act of 2019.

More in 
news

What will act do?:
 z Increases the annual limit of per-country cap on family-based green cards.
 z Reduction in waiting time: In India’s case, demand for immigrant visas (which 

convert to green cards upon admission to the U.S.) exceeds the number of visas 
available each year, resulting in wait times that could run into decades.

 z Elimination of employment-based green card caps:
(1) The Bill altogether eliminates employment-based green card caps. 
(2) As of November 2017, China, India and the Philippines, in that order, 

accounted for the top three countries whose nationals got approved for 
employment-based green cards.

 z Transition period:
(1) The House Bill also provides a transition period from fiscal year 2020 to 

2022 by reserving employment visas — in the EB-2 (exceptional ability), EB-3 
(skilled workers) and EB-5 (investors) categories- for individuals who are not 
from the two countries whose nationals claim most of these visas.

(2) This transition mechanism presumably allows those already in line from 
countries with lower green card demand to be cleared before caps are 
liberalised or eliminated.
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Source The Hindu

Russian S-400 defense systems arrive in Turkey
Why is it in 
news?

 z Turkey’s Defense Ministry says the first shipment of a Russian missile defense 
system has arrived in Turkey.

More in 
news

 z U.S. sanctions:
(1) This development could move the Turkey closer to U.S. sanctions. 
(2) The United States has warned Turkey it will face economic sanctions if it 

goes ahead with the purchase of a Russian missile defense system.
 z First delivery of the S-400 air defense systems: The ministry said the first 

delivery of the S-400 air defense systems arrived at an air base near the capital, 
Ankara.

 z Production of F-35 fighter jets: It has also said Turkey won’t be allowed to 
participate in the program to produce the high-tech F-35 fighter jets. 

 z National sovereignty: Turkey has refused to bow to U.S. pressure, insisting that 
choosing which equipment to purchase is a matter of national sovereignty.

S-400 
missile

 z Long-range air defense missile system:
(1) An S-400 ‘Triumf’ long-range air defense missile system is one of the most 

advanced long-range defense systems in the world.
(2) It is referred to as SA-21 Growler by NATO.
(3) It is an upgraded version of the S-300 defense system and is manufactured 

by Almaz-Antey.
 z Layered defense:It is capable of firing three types of missiles. Thus, it creates 

a layered defensebeen in service in Russia since 2007 and simultaneously 
engaging 36 targets.

 z Airborne targets: It has the capability to destroy incoming all airborne targets 
at ranges of up to 400 km.

Source The Hindu

Iran’s actions in Strait of Hormuz
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Iran said that it seized a British oil tanker in the Strait of Hormuz, a fresh 
escalation in the strategic waterway that has become a flashpoint in tensions 
between Tehran and the West.

More in 
news

 z Non-compliance with international maritime laws and regulations: Iran argued 
that the tanker Stena Impero was taken to an Iranian port because it was not 
complying with international maritime laws and regulations.

 z Reasons behind the tension:
(1) Tensions in the region have been growing since the Trump administration 

withdrew a year ago from Iran’s 2015 nuclear deal with world powers.
(2) After the withdrawal, the U.S. imposed harsh sanctions, including on Tehran’s 

oil trade that have sent the Iranian economy into a tailspin.
Strait of 
Hormuz

 z The waterway separates Iran and Oman.
 z It links the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman and the Arabian Sea.
 z Most crude exported from OPEC Countries is shipped through this waterway.
 z It is also used by Qatar which is the world’s biggest LNG exporter.
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Source The Hindu

Next Dalai Lama must be chosen within China
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Chinese authorities have said that the successor of the Dalai Lama 
has to be decided within China and any interference by India on the issue will 
impact bilateral ties.

More in 
news

 z Background: 
(1) The 14th Dalai Lama fled to India in 1959 following a crackdown on an 

uprising by the local population in Tibet. India granted him political asylum 
and the Tibetan government-in-exile is based on Dharamsala in Himachal 
Pradesh since then.

(2) The Dalai Lama is 84 years old now and the issue of his successor has gained 
prominence in the last couple of years.

 z Historical, religious and political issue:
(1) The reincarnation of the Dalai Lama is a historical, religious and political issue. 
(2) There are established historical institutions and formalities for the 

reincarnation of the Dalai Lama.
 z China’s stand:

(1) The current Dalai Lama was recognized by Beijing and his successor must be 
found through the “draw of lots in golden urn process” within China.

(2) The Dalai Lama’s reincarnation is not decided by his personal wish or by 
some group of people living in other countries.

(3) Any refusal by India to recognise the next Dalai Lama to be chosen within 
China will impact bilateral ties.

 z India’s position:
(1) India said that its position on it is clear and consistent. 
(2) Dalai Lama is a revered religious leader and is deeply respected by the 

people of India. His Holiness is accorded all freedom to carry out his religious 
activities in India.

Source The Hindu

Afghan diplomacy-1st quadrilateral meeting
Why is it in 
news?

 z China sought to reassure India that it does not intend to “exclude” New Delhi 
from international diplomacy on Afghanistan, following last week’s quadrilateral
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talks in Beijing among China, Russia, the U.S. and Pakistan.
More in 
news

 z 1st quadrilateral meeting on Afghanistan: Recently, U.S. special envoy Khalilzad 
attended the first China, Russia, the U.S. and Pakistan meeting.

 z China’s stand on it:
(1) China said there was no deliberate intent among the participants to exclude 

India from discussions.
Source The Hindu

 

ICJ verdict on Kulbhushan Jadhav case
Why is it in 
news?

 z In a major verdict that accepted India’s plea that former Indian naval officer 
Kulbhushan Jadhav’s trial under espionage and terror charges in Pakistan 
violated international law, the International Court of Justice ruled that Pakistan 
should “review and reconsider” his conviction and death sentence. 

More in 
news

 z Consular access: The court also ruled that Pakistan should give the Indian 
government consular access to Mr. Jadhav which Pakistan has failed to do in 
the three years since his arrest.

 z Stay the execution and review process: It also asked Pakistan to stay the 
execution of his sentence, pending the review process. 

 z Breach of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations:
(1) The ICJ held that the denial of consular access constituted a “breach” of 

article 36 para 1(b) of the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations (1963) 
which Pakistan is a signatory.

 z It rejected Pakistan’s counter-claim that the Vienna convention didn’t apply in 
a case of espionage. 

Source The Hindu

International Organisations
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U.N. rights office report on J&K
Why is it in 
news?

 z The UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) said that India and Pakistan had 
failed to improve the situation in Kashmir and not taken any concrete steps to 
address the numerous concerns raised in its earlier report.

More in 
news

 z U.N. rights office report on J&K:
(1) Last year, the Office of UN High Commissioner for Human Rights released it’s first-

ever report on Kashmir, urging action by both countries to reduce tensions.
(2) Report says that the number of civilian casualties reported over the 12-month 

period may be the highest in over a decade.
 z Recommendations to the governments of India and Pakistan:

(1) The update made wide ranging recommendations to the governments of 
India and Pakistan.

(2) It also urged the Human Rights Council (HRC) to explore possibilities of 
setting up an international commission of inquiry into the allegations of 
human rights abuse in Kashmir.

 z India’s response to the report: 
(1) India said it had extended legitimacy to cross-border terrorism emanating from 

Pakistan. It is of deep concern that this update seems to accord legitimacy to 
terrorism that is in complete variance with UN Security Council positions.

 z Policy distorted:India also said the update has distorted its policy on the Kashmir 
issue and failed to recognize that the Indian state ensured justice through a 
strong judiciary and national human rights mechanism.

 z Prejudiced mindset:India pointed out that the new report reflected a 
“prejudiced mindset” which chose to ignore the “comprehensive socio-
economic development efforts undertaken by the government in the face of 
terrorist challenges”.

 z Human rights activists have pointed out that it includes several unprecedented 
references to rights violations and constitutional changes undertaken by 
Pakistani authorities and militant groups that actually support India’s narrative.

Source The Hindu
Vienna Convention on Consular Relations

Why is it in 
the news?

 z A day after the International Court of Justice at The Hague urged Pakistan to 
grant consular access to death row prisoner Kulbhushan Jadhav, Islamabad 
declared that Mr. Jadhav will be granted the right to get in touch with the 
diplomats and officials from India.

Vienna 
Convention 
on Consular 
Relations

 z This implies the ability of the citizens of a country to have communication with 
the diplomats and officers of their country while held in a foreign location.

 z Article 36 of this treaty states that “foreign nationals who are arrested or 
detained be given notice without delay of their right to have their embassy or 
consulate notified of that arrest. 

 z Under this international treaty, a framework for consular relations between 
independent states is clearly defined. 

Source The Hindu
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Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme (EQUIP)
Why is it in 
the news

 z The Department of Higher Education of HRD Ministry has finalized and released 
a five-year vision plan named Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion 
Programme (EQUIP)

More in the 
news

 z Objectives of the vision plan:
(1) Double the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education and resolve the 

geographically and socially skewed access to higher education institutions in 
India

(2) Upgrade the quality of education to global standards
(3) Position at least 50 Indian institutions among the top-1000 global universities
(4) Introduce governance reforms in higher education for well-administered 

campuses
(5) Accreditation of all institutions as an   assurance of quality
(6) Promote Research & Innovation ecosystems for positioning India in the Top-

3 countries in the world in matters of knowledge creation
(7) Double the employability of the students passing out of higher education
(8) Harness education technology for expanding the reach and improving 

pedagogy
(9) Promote India as a global study destination
(10) Achieve a quantum increase in investment in higher education.

Source The Hindu.

Reservation in Karnataka for children of Devadasis
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Karnataka has decided to provide 1% reservation for girl children of women 
who were victims of sexual assault or were Devadasis.

More in the 
news

 z All State-run universities in Karnataka will have to provide the reservation.
 z The order will have to be enforced by universities in the 2019-2020 academic 

year in all undergraduate and postgraduate programs.
 z Universities, who recently received the order, are chalking out modalities on 

how to implement the reservation.
 z If this has to be implemented in letter and spirit, then universities will have 

to ensure that rules and regulations laid down by universities for availing this 
benefit are simple.

Source The Hindu.

 Stringent Punishment for Sexual Crimes against Children
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Union Cabinet has approved the Amendments in the Protection of Children 
from Sexual   Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012. 

 z It will make punishment more stringent for committing sexual crimes against 
children including the death penalty. 

    Social Issues4
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 z The amendments also provide for levy of fines and imprisonment to curb child 
pornography.

More in the 
news.

 z The amendment brought in to protect the children from sexual offenses.
 z The amendment is expected to discourage the trend of child sexual abuse by 

acting as a deterrent due to strong penal provisions incorporated in the Act.
 z It intends to protect the interest of vulnerable children in times of distress and 

ensures their safety and dignity.
 z The amendment is aimed to establish clarity regarding the aspects of child abuse 

and punishment thereof.
 z Background:

(1) The POCSO Act, 2012 was enacted to protect the children from offences 
of sexual assault, sexual harassment and pornography with due regard for 
safeguarding the interest and well-being of children. 

(2) The Act defines a child as any person below eighteen years of age and 
regards the best interests and welfare of the child as a matter of paramount 
importance at every stage, to ensure the healthy physical, emotional, 
intellectual and social development of the child. 

(3) The act is gender-neutral.
Source PIB.

Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Government introduced the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 
2019.

 z Prohibition against discrimination against transgender persons:
(1) The Bill prohibits discrimination against a transgender person, including 

unfair treatment or denial of service in relation to: 
(a) education; 
(b) employment; 
(c) healthcare; 
(d) access to public goods and facilities; 
(e) right to movement; 
(f) right to rent or own property; 
(g) opportunity to hold public or private office; and 
(i) access to a government or private establishment which has custody of 

a transgender person.
 z The 2018 Bill states that every establishment must designate a complaint officer. 
 z Certificate of identity for a transgender person:A transgender person has to 

obtain a Certificate of Identity which will confer rights and be proof of recognition 
of identity as a transgender person issued by District Magistrate (DM).

 z Benefits related to health and education:The central and state governments 
shall take steps to provide healthcare facilities to transgender persons including: 

(i) separate HIV surveillance centers; 
(ii) sex reassignment surgery and hormonal therapy counseling; (iii) 
review of the medical curriculum; and 
(iv) a comprehensive insurance schemes

Key 
provisions

 z National Council for Transgender persons:
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of the Bill (1) A National Council for Transgender (NCT) persons will be set up to advice 
the central government on policies, and legislation related to transgender 
persons.

(2) The National Council has been additionally empowered to redress the 
grievances of transgender persons.

Source The Hindu, PRS.

 LaQshya
Why is it in 
the news?

 z In order to improve the quality of care in the labour room and maternity 
operation theatres in public health facilities, the government of India has 
launched “LaQshya” (Labour room Quality improvement Initiative). 

 z It’s a multipronged approach focused on Intra-partum and the immediate post-
partum period.

More in the 
news.

Objectives of LaQshya:
 z It aims to reduce preventable maternal and newborn mortality, morbidity and 

stillbirths associated with the care around delivery in the Labour Room and 
Maternity Operation Theatre and ensure respectful maternity care.

 z To improve quality of care during the delivery and immediate postpartum care, 
stabilization of complications and ensure timely referrals, and enable an effective 
two-way follow-up system.

 z To enhance the satisfaction of beneficiaries visiting the health facilities and 
provide Respectful Maternity Care (RMC) to all pregnant women attending the 
public health facilities.

Source PIB.

‘Tuberculosis Free India’ initiative
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Ministry of AYUSH and Ministry of Health & Family Welfare have signed MoU 
to forge inter-sectoral convergence at the level of policy, planning and program 
implementation for an accelerated response towards “Tuberculosis Free India” 
initiative.

More in the 
news.

 z India has set a target for the complete elimination of Tuberculosis (TB) by 2025, 
five years ahead of the global target of 2030.

 z Tuberculosis is not only a challenge for medical fraternity but also a serious 
social problem.

 z It's mainly hitting the populations battling with poverty, malnutrition, poor 
hygiene, housing and working conditions.

 z The collaboration between the two Ministries aims at the development 
of linkages and integration of TB care services within the infrastructure and 
institutional network of AYUSH.

 z AYUSH systems have the potential knowledge base, qualified & trained human 
resources, and holistic healthcare practices to help to achieve the objective of 
TB- free India. 

 z It is expected that multifaceted issues of the people suffering from TB can 
be addressed with integrated approaches, inter-sectoral convergence and 
meaningful involvement of the AYUSH sector

Source PIB.
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Maternal Mortality Rate(MMR)
Why is it in 
the news?

 ¾ According to the 2018 State Health Management Information System data,
 ¾ Tamil Nadu’s Maternal Mortality Rate (MMR) is down six points. 
 ¾ It has dipped from 66 to 60 per one lakh live births.

More in the 
news.

 z The maternal mortality rate (MMR) is defined as the number of maternal deaths  
during a given time period per 100,000 live births during the same time period.

 z Maternal mortality refers to deaths due to complications from pregnancy or 
childbirth. 

 z Common causes for maternal deaths:
(1) Anemia.
(2) Hypertension complicating pregnancy.
(3) Post-partum hemorrhage.
(4) Sepsis.
(5) Heart disease complicating pregnancy.

 z Tamil Nadu's data:
(1) The MMR was 66 per one lakh live births as per 2014-2016.
(2) It was 90 per one lakh live births in 2010-2012.

 z The decline of six points says health officials, is a result of continuous efforts 
to improve maternal care and measures to address the commonest causes of 
maternal deaths.

 z Causes behind the decline:
(1) Distribute of nutrition kits to pregnant women by the government.
(2) Continuous maternal death audits and follow-up of every case. 
(3) Inter-facility Transfers, RCH centers of excellence and availability of specialists 

are among the other reasons.
 z Tamil Nadu achieved the Sustainable Development Goal of bringing MMR down 

to under 70 per one lakh live births by 2030 back in 2014-2016. 
 z The country’s maternal mortality rate stood at 130.

Source The Hindu.

 Exclusive courts for child abuse cases
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Supreme Court directed the government to set up special courts in those 
districts where more than 100 cases of sexual offenses against children are 
pending.

More in the 
news.

 z These special courts, to be set up under the Protection of Children from Sexual 
Offences (Pocso) Act.

 z These courts will only hear sexual assault cases against children and will ensure 
a speedy trial.

 z The apex court passed the order in a suomotu examination of rising rape cases 
against children.

 z The Supreme court directed the courts to be set up within 60 days. 
 z They will be established under a Central scheme and fully funded by the Centre. 
 z This means the Centre would fund everything from the payment of the presiding 

officers, staff and support persons to the court’s child-friendly infrastructure.
Source The Hindu.
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Utkarsh 2022
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) board finalized a three- year roadmap to improve 
regulation and supervision, among other functions of the central bank.

More in the 
news.

 z Utkarsh 2022 is a medium-term strategy which is in line with the global central 
banks’ plan to strengthen the regulatory and supervisory mechanism.

 z Worldwide, all central banks strengthen the regulatory and supervisory 
mechanism everybody is formulating a long-term plan and a medium-term plan.

 z An internal committee was formed, which was anchored to identify issues that 
needed to be addressed over the next three years. 

 z The idea is that the central bank plays a proactive role and takes preemptive 
action to avoid any crisis.

Source The Hindu.

RBI reserves
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Bimal Jalan panel was set up to review the economic capital framework of 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

 z The panel is likely to recommend a transfer of a specified quantum of RBI 
reserves to the government over two or three tranches over the next few years.

More in the 
news

 z The government and the RBI have been at loggerheads over the issue of how 
much of the central bank’s reserves can be transferred to the Centre.

 z The government view has been that the RBI’s reserves constitute 27% of its 
total assets, a much higher proportion than the global norm of 14%.

 z The committee was to keep in mind the statutory mandate under the RBI Act 
that the profits of the RBI be transferred to the government.

 z The panel also to review the global best practices followed by central banks in 
making provisions for the risks that central bank balance sheets.

 z The panel also tasked with suggesting an “adequate level” of risk provisioning 
that the RBI should maintain.

 z Fiscal deficit target:
(1) The treatment of the RBI’s reserves is a matter of great importance at a 

time when the central government has committed to a fiscal deficit target of 
3.3% in financial year 2019-20, and a further tightening to 3% the next year.

(2) With tax revenues falling short of expectations, any off-Budget receipts 
from the RBI will be welcomed by the Centre.

Source The Hindu.

 End-use norms for external commercial borrowings eased
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Tuesday relaxed norms for end-use 
of money raised through external commercial borrowings (ECBs).

Economy5
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More in the 
news

 z ECBs are commercial loans raised by eligible resident entities from 
recognised lenders, except foreign branches/overseas subsidiaries of 
Indian banks.

 z So far, ECB proceeds could not be utilised for working capital purposes, 
general corporate purposes, and repayment of rupee loans.

 z There was an exception- when the ECB is availed of from the foreign 
equity holder for a minimum average maturity period of five years.

 z New Changes:
 z As per the relaxed ECB end-use provisions, the RBI has permitted ECBs 

with a minimum average maturity period of 10 years for working capital 
purposes and general corporate purposes. 

 z Borrowing by NBFCs for this maturity for on-lending for the above 
purposes is also permitted.

 z The central bank said the relaxation was for working capital requirements, 
general corporate purposes and repayment of rupee loans.

 z ECBs, with a minimum average maturity period of seven years, can be 
availed by eligible borrowers for the same purpose.

Source The Hindu.
 

Hike in MSP for kharif crops
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Governemnt has hiked the minimum support price (MSP) for paddy by less than 
4% to Rs. 1,815 per quintal for the 2019-20 season. 

 z The Rs 65 per quintal increase is much lower than last year’s hike of Rs. 200 per 
quintal.

Manual 
Scavenging 
in India

 z MSPs were hiked for 14 major crops of the kharif or summer season, to ensure 
they remain at a level that is 1.5 times the cost of production.

 z The decision to hike the MSP was taken by the Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs.

 z The only commodities with MSP that will ensure a higher than 50% return over 
input costs are Bajra (85%), Urad (64%) and Tur Dal (60%). 

 z However, even for these crops, returns are lower than last year.
 z Also, farmers groups pointed out that MSPs do not actually help the farmer 

unless procurement can be increased.
 z Minimum Support Price(MSP):

(1) Minimum Support Price is the price at which government purchases crops 
from the farmers.

(2) MSP is price fixed by the Government of India to protect the farmers 
against excessive fall in price during bumper production years. 

(3) The minimum support prices are a guaranteed price for their produce from 
the Government.

Government Policies & Taxation
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(4) MSP helps to procure adequate food grains through FCI, state agencies and 
cooperatives. 

(5) The PDS network through the policy of issue price delivers it to the weaker 
sections. 

(6) However, there is no guaranteed procurement mechanism for most crops. 
(7) Just over a third of the paddy harvest is bought by the Food Corporation of 

India for use in the public distribution system.
Source The Hindu.

 Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Budget 2019-20, tabled in Parliament last week proposed to impose 
surcharge of 3% on taxable income between Rs 2 crore and Rs 5 crore, and 7% 
for income above Rs 5 crore.

More in the 
news

 z The proposed surcharge on super rich in the recent budeget has taken a toll on 
foreign investors in the Indian capital market.

 z A large number of foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) in India operate through a 
trust or a limited liability partnership (LLP) structure.

 z The trusts and LLPs are not recognised as a corporate entity by the Income Tax 
Act and hence, are taxed as per the individual tax slabs. 

 z The proposed tax regime is likely to hurt non-corporate FPIs as well as several 
domestic funds.

 z FPIs:
(1) It is investment by non-residents in Indian securities including shares, 

government bonds, corporate bonds, convertible securities, infrastructure 
securities etc. 

(2) The class of investors who make investment in these securities are known 
as Foreign Portfolio Investors.

(3) Any equity investment by non-residents which is less than or equal to 
10% of capital in a company is portfolio investment. While above this the 
investment will be counted as Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).

(4) NRIs doesn’t comes under FPI.
(5) Foreign Portfolio Investors includes investment groups of Foreign 

Institutional Investors (FIIs), Qualified Foreign Investors (QFIs) and 
subaccounts etc.

Source The Hindu.

 Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Bill, 2019 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Union Cabinet has approved the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes 
Bill, 2019.  

 z It will replace the Banning of Unregulated Deposit Schemes Ordinance, 2019.
More in the 
news

 z The Bill will help tackle the menace of illicit deposit-taking activities in the 
country.

 z At present, the  schemes  are  exploiting  regulatory  gaps and lack of strict 
administrative measures to dupe poor and gullible people of their hard-earned 
savings.

 z Concept:
(1) Unregulated Deposit Scheme will mean a Scheme or an arrangement 
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      under which deposits are accepted or solicited by any deposit taken by  
way of business and which is not a Regulated Deposit Scheme.

(2) Regulated Deposit Scheme will essentially comprise of schemes that fall 
under any one of the regulators such as RBI, IRDA, State government, etc.

 z Salient Features of the Bill:
(1) The ban on unregulated deposits and its promotion is expected to put a 

closure to this illicit activity. 
(2) Any deposit scheme not registered with the government would be treated 

as an unregulated deposit scheme and would, as such, be banned.
(3) The Ordinance has provisions which ban deposit takers from promoting, 

operating or accepting deposits in any unregulated deposit scheme. 
(4) Many depositors have been taken for a ride by illicit entities running such 

scheme and duping people. 
(5) An outright ban empowers the government to take action against such 

entities, while it strengthens the case of regulated banking activities.
Source The Hindu.

Pradhan Mantri Laghu Vyapari Maan-dhan Yojana
Why is it in 
the news?

 ¾ The labor ministry notified the pension scheme 'Pradhan Mantri 
LaghuVyapariMaan-Dhan Yojana' for small traders.

 ¾ The scheme has been notified and is being introduced on a trial basis before 
PM formally launch it.

More about 
the Scheme

 z Pradhan Mantri LaghuVyapariMaan-Dhan Yojana:
(1) The scheme assures minimum monthly pension of Rs 3,000 to all small 

traders and self-employed persons after attaining the age of 60 years.
(2) An online portal for applicants would be rolled out for applicants.
(3) Applicants can also apply through the 3.5 lakh common service centers.
(4) Small traders between 18 and 40 years of age, having an annual turnover 

of less than Rs. 1.5 crore would qualify to apply for the scheme. 
(5) To be eligible, the applicants should not be covered under the National 

Pension Scheme, Employees’ State Insurance Scheme and the Employees’ 
Provident Fund or be an Income Tax assessee. 

(6) An 18-year-old would have to pay Rs. 55 a month, while a 40-year-old 
would need to pay Rs. 200 a month.

(7) The government would match the monthly contribution.
(8) Also, the government will establish a pension fund to run the scheme.

Source The Hindu.

  CAG report on GST-rollout
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) tabled in the parliament its first 
ever audit of the Goods and Services.

 z The report has pointed out some lacunae in the goods and services tax (GST) 
regime.

More in the 
news

Findings of the CAG report:
 z The government had failed to try out the system before its rollout, leading to 

inadequate compliance mechanisms, and lower tax revenues.
 z Tax collections under the GST slowed down in the first year of its roll out.
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 z System-validated input tax credit through invoice matching is not in place and 
a non-intrusive e-tax system still remains elusive after two years of its roll out.

 z The complexity of the returns mechanism and the technical glitches resulted 
in roll back of invoice-matching, rendering the system prone to input tax credit 
frauds.

 z The compliance in terms of the number of returns filed had been falling month 
after month.

 z Also, the government had not been following the rules set out regarding the 
transfer of revenue to the States.

 z There was inadequate coordination between the Department of Revenue, the 
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs and the GST Network.

Source The Hindu.
 

Core Sector
Why is it in 
the news?

 z According to official data released, growth in the core sectors of the economy 
slowed to 5.1% in May 2019.

 z The slow growth is led by slowing growth in the coal and refinery products sector.
More in the 
news

 z The Index of Eight Core Industries saw growth slowing in May from the nine-
month high of 6.3% registered in April. 

 z evertheless, the growth in May is the highest since July 2018, not counting April.
 z Refinery Sector: The slowdown in May was led by the refinery sector, which saw 

a contraction of 1.5% compared with a growth of 4.3% in the previous month. 
 z The coal sector also saw growth slowing to 1.8% from 3.2% over the same 

period. 
 z The crude oil sector witnessed a continued contraction for the eighteenth 

consecutive month in May.
 z Core Sectors:

(1) Core industry can be defined as the main industry of the economy. 
(2) In most countries, there is a particular industry that seems to be the 

backbone of all other industries and it qualifies to be the core industry. 
(3) In India, there are eight core sectors comprising of coal, crude oil, natural 

gas, refinery products, fertilizers, steel, cement and electricity.
(4) The combined index of eight core industries stands at 129.8 in June 2018.
(5) The electricity has the maximum weight of 10.32% followed by Steel 

(6.68%), Petroleum Refinery (5.94%) with Fertilizer production (1.25%) 
having lowest weight.

Source The Hindu.

Start-ups

Industrial Sector
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Why is it in 
the news?

 z Government has proposed to relax the General Financial Rules (GFR) to enable 
all government organizations to accept “untested innovative goods and services 
solutions" from start-ups. 

 z The government also plans to do away with “competitive tendering” while 
placing orders from such start-ups.

More in the 
news

 z More about the plan:
(1) Proposal of a minimum 2% of the procurement budget of a ministry or 

department may be “earmarked for procurement of such goods or services 
which are yet to be tested or evaluated and brought to market as acceptable 
commercial product service or technology.”

(2) Finance Minister in a budget speech had announced easing tax scrutiny for 
start-ups and those investing in such firms.

(3) GFRs are a compilation of rules and orders of Government of India to be 
followed by all while dealing with matters involving public finance.

 z Incentives available to startups:
(1) Self-Certification under 6 Labour Laws & 3 Environmental Laws.
(2) Relaxation in Public Procurement Norms.
(3) Faster exit under the Bankruptcy Code.
(4) Rebates on Patent & Trademark filing fees, support from facilitators and to 

expedite examination of Patent application.
(5) Income Tax exemption.
(6) Exemption from Income Tax on investments received above fair market 

value.
(7) Funding support under the fund of Funds for Startups.
(8) Guidance and facilitation support from Startup India Hub.

Source The Hindu, PIB.
 

Base Erosion and Profits Shifting (BEPS)
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The government ratified the international agreement to curb base erosion and 
profits shifting (BEPS).

 z The move is to stop companies from moving their profits out of the country and 
depriving the government of tax revenue.

Manual 
Scavenging 
in India

 z India has ratified the Multilateral Convention to Implement Tax Treaty Related 
Measures to Prevent Base Erosion and Profit Shifting.

 z The convention was signed by the Finance Minister in Paris on June 7, 2017 on 
behalf of India.

 z Base erosion and profit shifting:
(1) Base erosion and profit shifting refers to the phenomenon where companies 

shift their profits to other tax jurisdictions.
(2) It refers to tax avoidance strategies that exploit gaps and mismatches in tax 

rules to artificially shift profits to low or no-tax locations. 

Miscellaneous
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(3) Under the OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on BEPS, over 125 countries 
and jurisdictions are collaborating to implement the BEPS measures and 
tackle BEPS.

Source The Hindu.

Basel Panel
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Basel Committee on Banking Supervision said RBI’s rules are stricter in some areas.
 z Basel panel on banking supervision has 45 members comprising central banks 

and officials from some 28 jurisdictions.
More in the 
news

 z The assessment was conducted by the Regulatory Consistency Assessment 
Programme (RCAP), part of the Basel committee.

 z The Basel large exposures framework requires banks to identify third parties 
that may constitute an additional risk factor inherent in the structure itself 
rather than in underlying assets. 

 z Findings of the Basel panel:
(1) Overall, as of 7 June 2019, the large exposures regulations in India are 

assessed as compliant with the Basel large exposures framework. 
(2) This is highest possible grade.
(3) The large exposures framework applies to all scheduled commercial banks 

apart from regional rural banks. 
(4) The framework became partially effective since April 2019 and the same 

circular was modified in June 2019.
 z Basel norms:

(1) Basel III Norms: Basel III  is an internationally agreed set of measures 
developed by the Basel Committee on Banking Supervision in response to 
the financial crisis of 2007-09. 

(2) The measures aim to strengthen the regulation, supervision and risk 
management of banks.

(3) The capital norms recommend Capital Adequacy ratio (CAR) be increased 
to 8 percent internationally, while in India it is 9 percent.

Source The Hindu.

SEBI's surplus transfer
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The government has proposed an amendment to the SEBI Act to transfer 
surplus money with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to the 
Consolidated Fund of India (CFI).

 z The government’s proposal to transfer surplus money has met with a strong 
opposition from the regulatory body.

More in the 
news

 z As per the proposed amendment to the SEBI Act, the SEBI would constitute a 
reserve fund and 25% of the annual surplus of the general fund would be put in 
the reserve fund. 

 z Further, the size of such reserve fund cannot exceed the total of annual 
expenditure of the preceding two financial years.

 z SEBI's concerns:
(1) The proposal would result in compromising SEBI's “autonomy and its ability 

to function effectively” towards the progress and development of the Indian 
securities market.
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(2) The proposal was “regressive” especially since the SEBI did not have any 
mandate to raise revenue for the government.

 z General Fund:
(1) The general fund of the SEBI, which currently has a balance of over ₹3,000 

crore, is used to meet the expenses of the regulatory body, including salaries 
and allowances. 

(2) The fund gets money via charges that the SEBI levies on market participants 
in the form of registration or processing fees.

 z SEBI:
(1) SEBI is the designated regulatory body for the finance and investment 

markets in India. 
(2) The board plays a vital role in maintaining stable and efficient financial 

and investment markets by creating and enforcing effective regulation in 
India's financial marketplace.

(3) It was established in the year 1988 and given statutory powers on 30 
January 1992 through the SEBI Act, 1992.

Source The Hindu.

RCEP
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Union Commerce and Industries Minister Piyush Goyal met with representatives 
from various Export Promotion Councils ahead of RCEP ministerial talks.

 z The 16-member Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Free 
Trade Agreement ministerial talks in Beijing is set to held on August 2 and 3. 

More in the 
news

 z Industry Concerns:
(1) The industry reremains worried about the “detrimental” consequences of 

the RCEP agreement.
(2) The Indian manufacturing sector continues to be apprehensive of 

competition from China and is demanding higher protection.
(3) Also, as per the past experience, whenever India has rushed into an FTA 

negotiation, trade deficits have always widened with nations after signing 
free-trade-agreements with them.

 z Australia's response:
(1) Responding to the criticism of RCEP, the Australian High Commissioner to 

India Harinder Sidhu said it was the industry’s responsibility to use the FTAs 
well. 

(2) Australia is leading diplomats from various countries to convince India to 
commit to the deal by the end of the year.

 z Other Challenges:
(1) Managing industry concerns is one challenge for the Centre in the month 

leading up to the RCEP summit in Bangkok in November.
(2) The other challenge would be if RCEP countries decide to go ahead without 

countries like India, and leave the door open for India to join at a later date, 
something Ms. Sidhu said would be a “deeply disappointing” outcome.

 z About RCEP:
(1) RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement (FTA) or comprehensive regional 

economic integration agreement between the 16 Asia-pacific countries.
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(2) It includes 10-ASEAN countries (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam) and its six FTA partners 
(Australia, New Zealand,India, China, Japan and Korea).

(3) It is aimed at maintaining regional growth by ensuring the markets of 
participating countries remain open and competitive.

Source The Hindu.
 

Lithium-ion giga units
Why is it in 
news?

 z To push the adoption of electric mobility in the country, government think-tank 
NITI Aayog has proposed the establishment of giga factories in India for the 
manufacture of lithium-ion batteries in the next couple of years.

More in 
news

 z Background: The recommendation is part of the Aayog’s much debated proposal 
that only electric (lithium-ion or other advanced battery chemistry only) three-
wheelers would be sold in the country after March 31, 2023, and all new sales of 
two-wheelers below 150cc would be electric post March 31, 2025.

 z Sunrise industry:
(1) Manufacturing of lithium-ion batteries is a sunrise industry and India needed 

to start building capabilities to become a globally competitive player in this 
area.

(2) The lack of domestic capability will result in massive imports as is the case in 
electronics.

(3) Sunrise industry is a colloquial term for a burgeoning sector or business that 
is just in its infancy but shows promise of a rapid boom. 

(4) A sunrise industry is typically characterized by high growth rates, numerous 
start-ups and an abundance of venture capital funding. 

 z Replacement to lithium-ion: India was also working towards finding lithium-ion 
and with the advancement of technology; it was likely that it may be replaced 
with other advanced batteries.

 z Industry opposition:
(1) The two-wheeler industry had strongly opposed the Aayog’s proposal to stop 

selling ICE (internal combustion engine) 150cc two-wheelers, cautioning that 
the move would disrupt the industry that was already reeling under stress. 

(2) Terming the proposal impractical, the industry had also pointed out that 
batteries, which were a crucial part of electric vehicles, were expensive and 
not made in India.

Source The Hindu

NASA tests launch-abort system for its moon mission
Why is it in 
news?

 z NASA carried out a successful test of a launch-abort system for the Orion capsule 
designed to take U.S. astronauts to the Moon.

Science & Technology6
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More in 
news

 z Aim of the testing: The three-minute exercise aimed to test in almost real-life 
conditions the evacuation of astronauts from the capsule in the event of an 
explosion or rocket booster failure.

 z Test:
(1) In the test, an unmanned Orion capsule was launched by a mini-rocket- a 

repurposed first stage of an intercontinental ballistic missile. 
(2) In just 15 seconds, the capsule gained two miles of altitude. Then the tower 

reoriented the capsule to prepare it for descent and disengagement from 
the tower.

(3) In real-life conditions, parachutes would open to ease the manned capsule's 
fall toward the Atlantic Ocean.

Source The Hindu

Arctic mission will trap scientists in ice to study climate 
Why is it in 
news?

 z In a couple of months scientists from 17 nations will be studying the impact of 
climate change on the Arctic and how it could affect the rest of the world.

More in 
news

 z Trap study: Scientists plan to sail the ship into the Arctic Ocean, anchor it to a 
large piece of sea ice and allow the water to freeze around them, effectively 
trapping themselves in the vast sheet of white that forms over the North Pole 
each winter. 

 z Particular unperformed tests: They planned to perform tests that wouldn’t be 
possible at other times of the year or by satellite sensing.

 z Aim of the mission:
(1) The mission’s aim is to understand global warming means there’s no time for 

national rivalry.
(2) To improve computer models for weather and climate predictions by 

combining measurements on the ice with data collected from satellites.
 z Funding: The mission has received funding from U.S. institutions such as the 

National Science Foundation, the Department of Energy, the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, and NASA.

Source The Hindu

Chandrayaan-2’s lander and rover simulated surface tests
Why is it in 
news?

 z Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) created a proto-Lunar Terrain Test 
Facility (LTTF) at its advanced satellite testing unit, ISITE, in Bengaluru.

More in 
news

 z Challenges for LTTF:
(1) Equipping the LTTF and making it look and feel like being on the moon was the first 

challenge. 
(2) It needed lunar ‘soil’ with almost all its features and texture, lunar 

temperatures, low gravity and the same amount of sunlight as on the 
moon.

 z Indigenous solution:Instead of importing costly simulated lunar soil from the 
U.S., India decided to find its own solution at a lower cost. 

 z Creation of simulated lunar soil: 
(1) Geologists of various national agencies had found that a few sites near Salem 

in Tamil Nadu had the ‘anorthosite’ rock that somewhat matches lunar soil in 
composition and features. 
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 z Test site:Chandrayaan-2 lander Vikram tested over ‘craters’ created at Challakere 
Science City.

 z Chandrayaan-2:
 z It has 4 key components-
 z Launcher: GSLV Mk-III: It will carry Chandrayaan 2 to its designated orbit. This 

3-stage vehicle is India's most powerful launcher to date, and is capable of 
haunting 4-ton closs of satellites to the Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit.

 z Orbiter:
(1) Weight: 2,379 kg, Power generation capability: 1,000 W
(2) It Capable of communicating with the Indian Deep Space Network at Byalalu 

and the Vikram lander. It will be placed In a 100X100 km lunar polar orbit.
 z Lander-Vikram:

(1) Weight: 1471 kg, Power generation capability: 650 W
(2) It is named after Vikram Sarabhai, the Father of Indian space program. It is 

designed to function for one lunar day, equivalent to about 14 Earth days.
 z Rover-Pragyan:

(1) Weight: 27 kg, Power generation capability: 50 W
(2) This 6-wheeled robotic vehicle can travel upto 500m and uses solar energy 

for its functioning. It can only communicate with the lander.
Source The Hindu

Chandrayaan-2 successful launch 
Why is it in 
news?

 z India successfully launched Chandrayaan-2 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre.
 z It is India’s second lunar journey and its first-ever mission to be spearheaded by 

two women.
More in 
news

 z More fuel and days in its account: It achieved an orbit 6,000 km more than 
what was targeted which means the satellite will have more life, more fuel and 
more time to play with the manoeuvres.

 z GSLV-Mark III:
(1) The GSLV-Mark III vehicle has successfully injected Chandrayaan-2 in the 

defined orbit. 
(2) It is the beginning of a historical journey of India towards Moon and to land 

at a place near the South Pole to carry out scientific experiments to explore 
unexplored [areas]. 

(3) In fact, the GSLV performed 15% better than the previous launch, he pointed out.
 z Note: For mission details, please refer previous news on Chandrayaan-2.

Source The Hindu

Ransomware 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recent incidences where ransomware hit and paralysed services.
 z The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) has observed an 

increase in ransomware attacks across the world.
Ransomw-
are

 z Most recent incidence:In U.S. cities of Baltimore and Maryland where 
ransomware attack locked up computer networks and made it impossible for 
residents to make property transactions or pay their municipal bills.

 z Ransomware:Ransomware is a type of malicious software or malware designed 
to deny access to a computer system or data until a ransom is paid.
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 z Spread: Ransomware typically spreads through phishing emails or by 
unknowingly visiting an infected website.

 z Effects:
(1) Ransomware can be devastating to an individual or an organization.
(2) Anyone with important data stored on their computer or network is at 

risk, including government or law enforcement agencies and healthcare 
systems or other critical infrastructure entities. 

 z Challenges:
(1) Recovery can be a difficult process that may require the services of a 

reputable data recovery specialist, and some victims pay to recover their 
files. 

(2) However, there is no guarantee that individuals will recover their files if they 
pay the ransom.

Source The Hindu

Desalination of seawater without electricity 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Researchers at the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai, have 
been able to desalinate seawater to produce drinking water with the help of 
gold nanoparticles that absorb sunlight over the entire visible region and even 
the near infrared light.

Desalina-
tion &
Reverse 
osmosis

 z Desalination:
(1) Desalination is a process that takes away mineral components from saline 

water. 
(2) More generally, desalination refers to the removal of salts and minerals from 

a target substance.
 z Reverse osmosis:

(1) The leading process for desalination in terms of installed capacity and yearly 
growth is reverse osmosis (RO). 

(2) The RO membrane processes use semipermeable membranes and applied 
pressure (on the membrane feed side) to preferentially induce water 
permeation through the membrane while rejecting salts.

More in 
news

 z No need of external energy: Unlike the conventional reverse osmosis that is 
energy intensive, the gold nanoparticles require any external energy to produce 
potable water from seawater.

 z Experiment:
(1) Team used 2.5 mg of gold nanoparticles and was able to use sunlight to heat 

the water to 85 degree C and generate steam to produce drinking water 
from seawater. 

(2) Since the temperature reached is high, about 10% of seawater becomes 
steam (and hence drinking water) in about 30 minutes.

(3) Alternatively, the gold nanoparticles can be used to convert carbon dioxide 
into methane. 

(4) This happens when the light absorbed by the gold nanoparticles excites the 
electrons, and the excited electrons when transferred into carbon dioxide 
converts it into methane in the presence of hydrogen. 

(5) The hydrogen comes from the water that is used as a reaction solvent.
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Source The Hindu

Project on mind-machine interface
Why is it in 
news?

 z Futurist entrepreneur Elon Musk revealed his secretive Neuralink start up is 
making progress on an interface linking brains with computers and said they 
hope to begin testing on people next year.

More in 
news

 z Tiny sensors in the brain:Neuralink unveiled an early version of a tiny sensor 
with hair-thin strands that could be implanted in a brain through a small incision 
by a robot built for the high-precision task.

 z Wireless communication:
(1) The chip will communicate wirelessly with an earpiece, which relays 

information to a smartphone application.
(2) For now, the goal is to let a person with the implants control a smartphone 

with thought, but the technology could eventually extend to other devices 
such as robotic arms. 

 z Early focus and longer aims: An early focus of the team is using the technology 
to address brain diseases and paralysis, but the longer aim is to make implants 
so safe, reliable and easy that they could be elective surgery options for people 
seeking to enhance their brains with computing power

Source The Hindu

India rises in global innovation ranking 
Why is it in 
news?

 z India has jumped five places to rank 52 in the Global Innovation Index 2019, up 
from the 57 it had in last year’s rankings.

More in 
news

 z Consistent trend:
(1) India’s rise in the rankings has been a consistent trend over the last few 

years. 
(2) It had ranked 81 in 2015, which rose to 66 in 2016, 60 in 2017 and 57 in 2018.

 z Noteworthy improvement in performance: Report brought out by the UN 
World Intellectual Property Organisation, INSEAD and CII acknowledged it. 

 z Most innovative:
(1) India continues to be the most innovative economy in central and southern 

Asia- a distinction held since 2011- improving its global rank to 52 in 2019.
(2) India is consistently among the top in the world in innovation drivers such 

as ICT services exports, graduates in science and engineering, the quality 
of universities, gross capital formation- a measure of economy-wide 
investments- and creative goods exports.

 z Top science and technology clusters in India: The report also highlighted 
that India stands out in the world’s top science and technology clusters, with 
Bengaluru, Mumbai, and New Delhi featuring among the top 100 global clusters.

 z Way ahead: India must be a responsive country and work in mission mode by 
engaging with academia, the private sector and government agencies to improve 
the quality of citizens’ lives even in the remotest parts of the country.

Source The Hindu

Milky Way’s formation decoded
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Why is it in 
news?

 z Based on data from the Gaia space observatory scientists said that the Milky 
Way, home to our sun and billions of other stars, merged with another smaller 
galaxy in a colossal cosmic collision roughly 10 billion years ago.

More in 
news

 z Star formation:The union of the Milky Way and the so-called dwarf galaxy Gaia-
Enceladus increased our galaxy’s mass by about a quarter and triggered a period 
of accelerated star formation lasting about 2 to 4 billion years.

 z Galactic mergers:
(1) Galaxies of all types, including the Milky Way, began to form relatively soon 

after the Big Bang explosion that marked the beginning of the universe some 
13.8 billion years ago.

(2) But these were generally smaller than those seen today and were forming 
stars at a rapid rate. 

(3) Subsequent galactic mergers were instrumental in configuring galaxies 
existing now.

 z Possibilities after merger:The distances between stars in a galaxy are so huge- 
a galaxy is basically empty space- that the two galaxies intermix, change their 
global shape, more star formation may happen in one, and maybe the small one 
stops forming stars.

Source The Hindu

New drug to combat wombat-killing disease
Why is it in 
news?

 z Researchers have found that a disease that has ravaged wombats in southern 
Australia could be brought under control using a treatment commonly applied 
by pet owners on cats and dogs.

More in 
news

 z Mange: It causes wombats to lose some or all of their fur and starve to death 
within months- has wiped out more than 90 percent of bare-nosed wombats in 
a single national park on the island state of Tasmania.

 z Wombats:
(1) Squat and furry, wombats are small burrow-dwelling marsupials that are 

largely nocturnal and walk on all fours. 
(2) They are not a threatened species.

Source The Hindu

Little room for SC/ST scientists in biotech bodies
Why is it in 
news?

 z Under “Right To Information” query by a researcher, it has found that scientists from 
Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST) are grossly under-represented in 
scientific institutions funded by the Department of Biotechnology (DBT).

More in 
news

 z Government prescribed criteria: Several of these institutions just about meet 
the government prescribed criteria for reservation- 15% for SC and 7.5% for ST.

 z Single-digit representation: It has been found that posts of scientist and 
technical grade staff (where reservation rules are not mandatory) see only 
single-digit representation from the reserved categories (excluding the Other 
Backward Classes category).

 z Professors representation from SC/ST category: The government had said that 
in Central Universities, 193 of the 936 ‘Professor’ grade posts were from the SC/
ST category as were 395 of the 1838 ‘Associate Professor’ posts.
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Source The Hindu

GI tag on Rasagola- Odisha won the title
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Rasagola, a popular dessert of Odisha, has received the geographical 
indication tag from the Registrar of Geographical Indication after years of 
controversy around the sweet.

More in 
news

 z GI number 612:
(1) The registration was conferred to ‘Odisha Rasagola’ under Section 16(I) or of 

authorized Section 17(3)(c) of Geographical Indication of Goods (Registration 
and Protection) Act 1999.

(2) The GI number 612 has been registered in favour of the Odisha Small 
Industries Corporation Limited (OSIC Limited), a government of Odisha 
undertaking and Utkal Mistanna Byabasayee Samiti, a traders’ organisation, 
in the foodstuff category.

 z Odisha Rasagola:
(1) According to the application submitted to the Registrar of GI, ‘Odisha 

Rasagola’ is a sweet from the state of Odisha made of Chhena (cottage 
cheese) cooked in sugar syrup, which is very soft to feel, is juicy and non- 
chewy in consistency and can be swallowed without teeth pressure.

(2) The area of production of Odisha Rasagola has been shown all 30 districts.
 z Competition between two states:Both Odisha and West Bengal have been 

contesting the origin of the rasagola. Historical records submitted say the ‘Odisha 
Rasagola’ is associated with world famous Puri Jagannath Temple.

What is a 
Geograp-
hical 
Indication?

 z A geographical indication (GI) is a tag on products which indicates their specific 
geographical origin, quality or a reputation it acquires due to its origin.

 z It conveys an assurance of quality and distinctiveness which is essentially 
attributable to the fact of its origin in that defined geographical locality, region 
or country.

 z GIs are covered as an element of IPRs under Articles 1 (2) and 10 of the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property.

 z GIs are also covered under Articles 22 to 24 of the Trade-Related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS)  Agreement.

Source The Hindu
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Budget 2019: Defence allocation
Why is it in 
news?

 z There is a disappointment in the military and industry over the defenceallocation 
in the Union Budget.

 z There are also questions on the overall military modernization and the big-ticket 
deals lined up for conclusion this year as there are no resources left for new 
procurements.

More in 
news

 z Allocation not matching committed liabilities:
(1) The capital expenditure allocated for the Navy and the Indian Air Force (IAF) 

does not meet their committed liabilities this year. 
(2) Services had taken up the matter with the Defence Ministry after the interim 

Budget.
 z Committed liabilities: These are payments for deals already signed and typically 

spread over several years. The remaining part of the capital head goes for new 
procurements.

 z Industry downcast:The industry too has given the thumbs down to the defence 
budget.

 z FDI: Easing of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) is expected but the decision on it 
was excluded.

 z Lower allocation than committed liabilities:
(1) IAF major deals: The IAF which has signed major deals in the last few years 

including the 36 Rafale jets, S-400 air defence systems and is beginning to 
induct platforms like CH-47F Chinook heavy lift and AH-64 Apache attack 
helicopters has committed liabilities of Es. 47,400 crore.

(2) Below table indicates allocated and committed liabilities:

 z Navy major deals: It includes- deal for 24 MH-60R Multi-Role Helicopters from 
the U.S. valued at $2.6 billion, a proposal for 10 more P-8I long range maritime 
patrol aircraft estimated to cost over $3 billion.

 z No money left for new deals: This means the Navy and Air Force have no money 
left for new deals, and may default on earlier payments as well. 

Internal Security 7



 110   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs July - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

 z  Waiver of basic customs duty: The only relief the services were given was 
waiver of basic customs duty for import of equipment not manufactured in the 
country. That would ease the situation only a bit given the requirements of the 
three services.

Source The Hindu

Post Balakot net infiltration is down by 43%
Why is it in 
news?

 z Union Minister of State for Home told the Lok Sabha that the security situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed an improvement. 

More in 
news

 z Net infiltration is down by 43%:Net infiltration from across the border has 
reduced by 43% after the February 26 last air strike on a terror camp at Balakot 
in Pakistan.

 z Policy of zero tolerance:  The Central government has adopted a policy of zero 
tolerance towards cross-border infiltration. 

 z Multi-pronged approach with State governments: In tandem with the State 
governments, Central government had adopted a multi-pronged approach to 
contain infiltration that includes multi-tiered deployment along the International 
Border and the Line of Control (LoC), border fencing, improved intelligence and 
operational coordination, provision of improved weapons to security forces and 
pro-active action against infiltrators.

 z Anti Infiltration Obstacle System (AIOS):
(1) Electric fence, namely the Anti Infiltration Obstacle System (AIOS) on the LoC 

had proved to be a potent tool against infiltration. 
(2) Its electricity requirements were being catered through power grids wherever 

available and through generators at other places to ensure uninterrupted 
power supply.

Source The Hindu

Sikhs for Justice
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Union Home Ministry has banned the Sikhs for Justice (SFJ), a group 
advocating secessionist and pro-Khalistani activities in India.

More in 
news

 z Referendum 2020: The group was advocating Referendum 2020, an online 
campaign for Khalistan, a separate land for the Sikhs.

 z Incidence:Its founder Avtar Singh Pannu was seen shouting slogans and wearing 
a T-shirt that said “Khalistan Zindabad, Referendum 2020” at the India-New 
Zealand cricket match in the U.K.

 z Unlawful association: The Union Cabinet gave its clearance to declare SFJ, a 
fringe organisation run by radical Sikhs in U.S, Canada, U.K, etc. as an unlawful 
association under Section 3(1) of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967.

Source The Hindu

Al-Qaeda releases its first video on Kashmir 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Al-Qaeda chief Ayman al-Zawahiri has released a video asking its cadres to inflict 
“unrelenting blows” on the Indian Army and the government in the Kashmir 
Valley to “bleed” the economy and make the country suffer.
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More in 
news

 z Act of desperation: Government official said that it seemed to be an act of 
desperation on the part of the outfit in the wake of recent action by security 
agencies in Kashmir Valley. 

 z First video specific to Kashmir:
(1) This is the first time Zawahiri has issued a video specific to Kashmir. 
(2) The video was posted on the As-Sahab channel, an in-house production of 

al-Qaeda. 
 z Indian cell of al-Qaeda: 

(1) Zawahiri did not mention Zakir Musa, a terrorist killed in May by security 
forces in Kashmir but his photo flashed on the screen. 

(2) Musa was the founder of the Indian cell of al-Qaeda, titled “Ansar Ghazwat-
ul-Hind”. 

 z Pakistan-puppet of the U.S: The Al-Qaeda chief warned terrorists not to fall into 
the trap of Pakistan, which he termed a puppet of the U.S.

Source The Hindu

Integrated Battle Groups
Why is it in 
news?

•	 The new concept of Integrated Battle Groups (IBGs) which the Army plans to 
create as part of overall force transformation is close to implementation. 

More in 
news

 z Command Vs Corps:
(1) While a command is the largest static formation of the Army spread across a 

defined geography, a corps is the largest mobile formation.
(2) Typically each corps has about three brigades. 
(3) The idea is to reorganise them into IBGs which are brigade-sized units but 

have all the essential elements like infantry, armoured, artillery and air 
defence embedded together based on the three Ts. 

 z Terrain specific:An IBG operating in a desert needs to be constituted differently 
from an IBG operating in the mountains.

 z Organisation and sanction:The key corps of the Army are likely to be reorganised 
into 1-3 IBGs. Government sanction for each will be taken separately once they 
are constituted.

 z Defensive and offensive IBGs:
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(1) The IBGs will also be defensive and offensive. While the offensive IBGs would 
quickly mobilise and make thrust into enemy territory for strikes, defensive 
IBGs would hold ground at vulnerable points or where enemy action is 
expected. 

(2) The composition of the IBGs would also depend on this.
 z Four major studies:

(1) Army Chief Gen Bipin Rawat has initiated four major studies to undertake 
overall transformation of the force. 

(2) These include restructuring of Army Headquarters; force restructuring 
which includes creation of Integrated Battle Groups (IBG); the cadre review 
of officers; and review of the terms and conditions of Junior Commissioned 
Officers and Other Ranks. 

 z Aim: Holistic integration to enhance the operational and functional efficiency, 
optimise budget expenditure, facilitate force modernisation and address 
aspirations.

 z Cold Start doctrine:
(1) After the terrorist attack on the Parliament, the Indian military undertook 

massive mobilisation but the Army’s formations which were deep inside 
took weeks to mobilise loosing the element of surprise.

(2) Following this, the Army formulated a proactive doctrine known as ‘Cold 
Start’ to launch swift offensive but its existence was consistently denied in 
the past. 

(3) Its existence was acknowledged for the first time by Gen. Rawat in January 
2017.

Source The Hindu

 


